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THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT 

JANUS FORUM 


FAIRTRADE 

COFFEE: 

HOW FAIR IS FAIR? 


A DEBATE FEATURING 
Loraine Ronchi Colleen Haight 


Senior Economist 
African Agriculture & Rural 
Development (AFTAR) 

The World Bank 


Assistant Pratessor ol Economics 
San Jose State University & Economics Program 
Officer, Institute For Humane Studies. George 
Mason University 


Thursday, October 20, 2011 
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Ira Allen Chapel 

Reception immediately following in the 
Billings Library 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

For more information call 656-0190 or 656-8720 


ADA: Individuals with disabilities requiring accommodations, 
call Conference and Events as soon as possible at 656-5665. 



EOS Rebel T3 
with EF-S 
18-55mm 
|s 11 Lens S599SS 

+ 

EF 75-300mm 
f/4-5.6 III Lens 

*199” 


ieos 

&KIT3 


with 
EF-S 18-55mm 
IS II Lens 



(802) 244-0883 

14 Sunset Drive, Waterbury Center 

(yist off route 100, across from Cold Hollow) WWW.giT1Camera.COm 


KINGDOM COUNTY PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 


MULTI-PLATINUM GRAMMY-WINNING COUNTRY .STAR 

leAnn Rimes 

Intimate and acoustic 

(band includes guitars, pedal steel, bass, drums) 

"She hits notes for the angels." ’ 11 

- Washington Post 


7pm, Sunday, 

October 23, Fuller Hall, 
St. iohnsbury Academy 

Reserved seats $81. $77. $67. 

at Catamount Arts Box Office, ST. J. 

PHONE: 748-2600 - 24-HOUR ONLINE: 
www.CatamountArts.org. 


Sponsors: Lyndon State College, F’assumpsic Savings Bank, Twin State 
Ford, Miss Lyndonville Diner, St. Johnsbury Academy, Cabot Creamery. 
Media Sponsors: Vermont Broadcast Associates, Kixx 105.5, WYKR, 

W DEV, The Point FM, Seven Days. 

Presented by & KINGDOM COUNTY PRODUCTIONS www.kingdomcounty.org 
working in association with CATAMOUNT ARTS cY 








Register to win a ' 
FREE Antique Copper 
Artisan Stand Mixer 
from KitchenAid * 

$350 value 


SKI & SNOWBOARD LEASING 

We will have extra staff available to help you 
find your perfect gear 

10% OFF KID'S HELMETS & GOGGLES 
15% OFF CHILDREN'S OUTERWEAR 

Includes 201 1 Coats, Pants. Snowsults and 

FREE FRIDAY! 

Ben & Jerry 's Scoop Truck at Alpine Shop from 
3-6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 14 i 

ON SAT. UURTOna KIDS 
ACTIVITY AREA WILL INCLUDE ^ _ 

• pumpkin decorating • finger board park ^ 

• Burton VewDoo board balancing 

• FREE kids snacks 

BUY YOUR HAUNTED FOREST TICKETS 


INFC FARMHOUSE COM 

1 60 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
802.859.0888 


PARLOR 


TME 


I That nip in the air 
means it's Parlor time! 


Now open every night and featuring all 24 taps, a roaring fire, 
games, fun weekly events and . . . well . . . Just a good old 
fashioned / chill / dope / relaxed / hang out / kick back kind 
of vibe. 


rAKMHOUahTG.COM 


Join us for a 
Fall Festival 
Oiamtlia Parly 

Thursday, October 13th through 
Saturday, October 15th 


Buy 3 beads and receive a FREE snap 


78 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401 
Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30, Thursdays 10-8 • (802) 658-0333 


« 0 th AnniVersa/y s 

► 20% Off Storewide * 

October 14, 15, 16 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 


Our Best-Selling 
Cutlery is on Sale! 

Wusthof Classic Knives 
starting at $39.99! 


URGENT NEED: Aft. ,■ 

VRRP needs cookware and 

cutlery lor refugees. Bring Resettlement 

them to Kiss the Cook Program 


www.KissTheCook.net 

72 Church Street. Burlington 
863-4226, Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 10-6 
Wedding Registry 
Professional Knife Sharpening 


KIDS SKI & SNOWBOARD 


Thursday October 13 
fo Sunday October 16 







WIN 


12-PHCK df 

TICKETB+ 

VIP RCCESS 

FOR VDU&VDUR 

BRND DF BUDS! 

REGISTER BY • NECTAR'S 

10/21 * CITVMflRKET 
XXJ ' • PERRL STREET 
RT... BEVERAGE 

DR ONLINE RT SEVENDRVSVT.COM 






Gold Sponsor RUTLA NTi'a* f+F.R A LD Season Sponsor Citizens Bank 


PARAMOUNTLIVE.org 

30 CENTER ST, RUTLAND, VT CHARGE BY PHONE 802.775.0903 


jars of CLAY 

sat, OCt 15 8:00 PM 

SERIES Ullitf BROUGHT TO YOU m 
SPONSOR WITH SUPPORT FROM: fwlfVG 

bill COSBY 

sun, oct16 8:00 PM 

9mm SSS* nmANDfaiWRALD 

lewis BLACK 

wed, OCt 19 8:00 PM 

& SEVEN DAYS 


SERIES Bl-RICSIlIf B'\- /Wr- EVENT 
SPONSOR ^ 


masters of ILLUSION 


wed, nov 9 s : 


00 PM 

SKS. a i 

Uq|o Cl CP|/ and The Original 
U Jld iLCUA Flecktones 

sat, nov 19 8 :oopm 

(T) 

paint YE B SEVEN DAYS 




THE LAST 

2YA0 mi 

COMPILED BV CATHY RE9>1ER& TYLER MACHADO 


WEEK IN REVIEW 

OCTOBER 05-12, 2010 




facing 

facts 

# 

DOUBLE TROUBLE 

There's scant 
sympathy for 
80-plus displaced 
state workers who 
claim to be entitled 
to double pay post- 
Irene. Act of God 



leaf peeping could 
economists ordered. 

THIN ICE? 

Can a municipality 
stage a hostile 
takeover’’ That's 

Burlington appears 
to be doing with 
Cairns Arena 
Someone's going 
to wind up in the 
penalty box. 

•• 

DEMOCRACY 
A LA MODE 

The crowd keeps 

the Burlington 
version of "Occupy 


Wall Street." Was 





86 years 

That's the age of a Peacham man who 
allegedly trespassed and assaulted 
a state trooper on Friday, The trooper 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSYT.COM 

1 'nights of Fancy" by Megan James. Three 
former Pan Am stewardesses, now Irving in 

2 'Downtown Phantoms' by Corin Hlrsch. 
Burlington was once home to Its very own 
Uttle Italy. The neighborhood was razed in 
the 1960s to make way roroffice buildings 

by Alice Levitt. Finding South Burlington's 
newest restaurantisa challenge, but it's 
worth the effort, 

4 Fair Game: 'Occupied Territories' by Shay 
Totten. ‘Occupy Wall Street* solidarity 
activists arent the only protesters plotting 
potential occupations in Burlington. 

5 "Working for Play" by Lauren Ober. 
Education happens off-the-grid at Blue 
Bungalow, a non-tradilional, home-based 
school in Burlington. 


□ 

tweet of 
the week: 

/“ethanlnenosburg 

I'm thinking of getting some 

Hoi steins and Jerseys together, 
maybe some chickens, and start- | 

1 ! 

FOLLOW US ON TW ITTER PSEVEN .DAYS 

OUR TWEEPLE: SEVCNOAV5VT.COM/ TWITTER 







S NOW 

1 OPEN „£jL 

FACTORY OUTLETS 


SCBGMAXAZRIA ebfyaflt 



s carter’s- o.hko.h Reebok JOCKEY 


SEVEN DAYS ^ 


PaiuebPoUton & Rwta RouUy 


Don Eggfrc Catty Resmcr. Co lby Roberts 


feed back 


POLITICAL COLUMNI1T Shaylbncn 



Robyn Biigigson, Michael Bradshaw 
Michelle Brown, Joss PicclrlOi 

DISC CTOS OT MASK [TING & CVINTS Judy BoilUlilO 



MEXICAN ENOUGH 
FOR JEFFERSONVILLE 

[Re “The More the Mexican," September 
7]: In response to Corin Hirseh’s review 
of El Zorro Mexican Restaurant & 
Cantina, I would like to loudly say, “If 
you don’t like it, go back to Burlington!" 
After residing in the quiet and non- 
populous Jeffersonville area for the 
past six years, I was extremely excited 
to welcome El Zorro. After dining there 
several times, I am willing to stand up 
for their take on VerMexican cuisine, 
hospitality and efforts to revitalize an 
otherwise vacant building in our town. 

The people of Jeffersonville are 
lucky to have more than one restaurant 
to choose from, and quite often busi- 
nesses in this area struggle to survive 
even when they are highly renowned for 
their food, service and atmosphere. No 
doubt there are better restaurants out 
there, but in this neck of the woods, I’m 
pleased to have some culinary diversity 
among the standard American fare. 

In this economy, I think Seven Days 
should be a bit more aware of the impact 
you have on consumers, and instead of 
potentially devastating a new business 
in rural Vermont, you should focus on 
what you can say that might support 
a small business in a small town. Until 
then, please keep your harsh critique 
in the city, where you can compare 
die multitude of bistros, cafes, steak 

TIM NEWCOMB 


houses, burger joints, sushi bars, and 
vegan and vegetarian restaurants; 
a handful of Mexican restaurants; 
and everydiing else that makes up the 
culinary gamut that is available in the 
Burlington area. 

LeahSzafranski 

CAMBRIDGE 


DRUG DEAL 

The prescription drug “shortage" is 
akin to other shortages of essentials 
that we’ve experienced in recent years 
[“A Nationwide Drug Shortage Afflicts 
Patients in Vermont," September 28], 
Big Pharma wants bigger profits, so they 
hold off on the low-priced generics and 
push the high-priced brand-name ver- 
sions instead. It’s a case of supply and 
demand: Create a demand, then make 
sure you control die supply. 

Roger Dobrick 
MADISON. Wl 


DRUGS R US? 

["A Nationwide Drug Shortage Afflicts 
Patients in Vermont," September 28] is a 
very shocking article, for many reasons. 
First, it sounds like most of our drugs are 
being manufactured overseas in China 
and/or India. Second, are the words we 
are looking for but scared to say and 
print really "lack of sanitation" in these 
plants? How many manufacturing plants 








might we build with just a few of the bil- 
lions spent on the senseless bloodbaths 
in Iraq and now Afghanistan? Who the 
hell is making these stupid decisions? 
Is our pathetic U.S. Congress incapable 
of making laws 
stating that our 
drugs will be 
produced in our 
country, by our 
people? Third, 
it seems there 
is always a drug 
supply for the 
mentally ill and 
criminal drug 


s. 1st 


e this 



because my late brother was a seriously 
mentally ill criminal who was addicted 
to bad drugs. He ate morphine sulfate 
like candy and overdosed three times 
that I know of. He was on Medicaid and 
other assistance in Vermont and so got 
his morphine scrips for a buck. Yes, a 
buck a scrip! Outrageous, yes. Are you 
mad yet? If not, get mad. 

Lastly, I can only speak highly of 
Dartmouth-Hiteheock Medical Center. 
When my husband had pancreatic 
cancer surgery, his docs supplied us 
with free pain and nausea meds. The 
pills would have cost us $100 apiece 
— yes, for one pill Who is ripping off 
whom here? I will never believe it is 
DHMC. Most of us will never see the 
daily miracles performed by the medical 
personnel in our great country. 


BIOMASS POLLUTES 

[Re "Renewable or Retrograde? A 
Biomass Plant Proposed for Fair Haven 
Sparks Controversy," October 5]: Fair 
Haven seems eager to have this facil- 
ity built in their community, but town 
manager [Peter] Hathaway’s statement 
about pollution not being a concern 
is naive to die extreme. McNeil is the 
state’s leading source of air pollution! 
Indeed it is not clearly visible, as many 
pollutants are not. 

Sadly, die state’s Bioenergy Working 
Group, mandated by the legislature to 
look at die state's bio-energy “potential," 
has decided to avoid looking at health 
impacts altogether. The American 
Lung Association, die American Heart 
Association, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and others have all stated 
concerns about biomass combus- 
tion impacts on health; Blue Ridge 
Environmental Defense League just put 
together a compilation called "Second 
Opinion.” Concerns about climate and 
forests are also very troubling. [Deputy 
Secretary Chris] Recchia [of the Agency 


of Natural Resources] says it is not fair 
to make comparisons with coal, but die 
basic fact is that wood is far less energy 
dense dian coal and releases more COj 
per unit of energy produced. But this 
is only looking 
at the emissions 
from smokestacks 
and does not even 
consider the 
COj emissions 
from harvest, 
transport, soil 
disturbance and 
die loss of forest 
carbon sink that 
results. In total, 
burning trees for electricity is a climate 
disaster! Of course, so is burning coal, 
but let’s remember: This is being sold 
to us, and subsidized, as “clean, green, 
carbon neutral and renewable.” Not! 

Rachel Smolker 
HINESBURG 


WRONG NUMBER? 

I’m wondering where you got die 50 
MW figure for additional biomass elec- 
tricity generation that you cite as being 
in die Comprehensive Energy Plan [Re 
"Renewable or Retrograde? A Biomass 
Plant Proposed for Fair Haven Sparks 
Controversy,” October 5]. The plan, 
as I have read it, does not make such a 
specific projection on ndded biomass 
electrical capacity. Rather it does men- 
tion that, at the time of writing. 50 to 
60 MW would potentially be coming 
online from proposed and nearly com- 
pleted projects, one of which I assume 
is the Fair Haven facility. 

However, I may be wrong on diis, 
and would like to know if I am, so I 
would be interested if you could point 
to your source. Thanks! 


Reporter's Note: That figure came 
from Chris Recchia, Deputy Secretary 
at the Agency of Natural Resources. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 


• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• Seven Days P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



MOM, 

Treat your daughter 
& YOURSELF during 
parents’ weekend 

BUY ONE 
PAIR 
GET ONE 
20% OFF 

Valid Oct 14-16 & 21-23 


■3Q /StellaMaeVT 


DISCOUNT 

KloyilJ BEVERAGE 
OUTLET 


LIQUOR &DEI.I 802-985-3246 


VERMONT STATE 
LIQUOR OUTLET 


BOATLOAD SPECIAL 


ANY SIZE S4.99/LB. 

While supplies last! 

CLAMS $3.99/lb. 


Check Out Our 
New Deli Menu! 

We now deliver to Shelburne 
and South Burlington areas. 


13 U k, 


m facebook! 



OPEN 7 DAYS 
985-3246 • Fax 985-9716 
2659 Shelburne Road 
EBT Accepted 



Red Square 

“ Sfrixj 'e»i op! 


WED mi FUNKWAGON 7PM 
DJCRE8 10PM 
THU 10/13 DJ DAKOTA 7PM 

DJ A-DOG 9PM / DJ CRE8 10PM 
FRt 10/14 TALLORASS GETD0WN 6PM 
CLOSE TO NOWHERE 9PM 
OJ SIAVROS mi / 01 AOOG 12AM 
SAT 10/15 SHAD? AliEY BAND 6PM 
EVENTS ARE OBJECTS 9PM 
DJ STAVR0S mi / DJ A-DOG 12AM 
SUN 10/16 CLOSED 
MON 10/17 JAPHY RYDER 7PM 

INDUSTRY WGHT FT. ROBBIE J 11PM 
TUE 10/18 SUPER K 9PM 

CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 
WED XJ/19 STARLINE RHYTHM BOYS 7PM 
DJCRE810PM 

86 CMJrCHsf •*>9-3909 





TCDCSCHI TRUCKS 
BAND 

RevelatorTour 2011 

Win I SPECIAL GUEST 

SCRAPOMATIC 

TUES, OCTOBER 18 

at FLYNN THEATRE 
153 MAIN ST BURLINGTON, VT 

8PM — 



COMMUNITY 

MEDICAL 

SCHOOL 

FALL 2011 


"Jt I- 


FIVE WEEKS, FIVE GREATTOPICS 

All FREE to the public! 

OCTOBER 18,6:30PM 

Carpenter Auditorium at the UVM Given Medical Building 


Practice Makes Perfect: 
Aviation TrainingTechniques in 
Clinical Simulation 

Michael Ricci , M.D., Professor of Surgery 
and Director of Clinical Simulation, Clinical 
Simulation Laboratory 



Tickets: www.flynntix.org, 802. 86. FLYNN, 
or Flynn Theatre Box Office 

A LIMITED NUMBER OF STUDENT DISCOUNT TICKETS 
) AVAILABLE AT ALL PRICE LEVELS AT FLYNN BOX W/ID 
WWW.TEDESCHITHUCKSBAND.COM WWW.HIGHEHGROUNDMUSIC.COM 


Please register in advance 
at www.fletcherallen.org/cms 
or call 802-847-2886. 


stcher, ■■ '» 

?n.. - i- pj 


Vermont's Academic Medical Center 


It’s time t 


celebrate! ft 


e njoy an audio-visual showcase, 
scrumptious Skinny Pancake 
appetizers, delicious desserts 
and a cash bar. Don’t miss the candy bar 
and an incredible silent auction! 

Buy tickets online today at outrightvt.org 

(YOUTH 22 AND 1 A “ coco 



the 2011 QUEER YOUTH 
AWARDS CELEBRATION 

AND NOT-SO-SILENT auction 

Saturday, October 15, 7-10 p.m. 

Film House at Lake & College, Main St. Landing 
Performing Arts Center, Burlington Waterfront 


V< 


OUTRIGHT 

making it better since 1989 
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NEWS 

16 Vermont Tourism Officials 
Lure Asian Visitors 

18 Is Irene to Blame for 
Vermont’s Rising 
Unemployment? 


ARTS NEWS 

20 Two Vi sit ing Architects 


22 Lovecraft Screening 
Benefits Main Street 
Museum 

BY ALICE LEVITT 

23 Vermont Pianist Looks 
Forward to a Larger 
Audience... in China 

REVIEWS 

40 Theater 

Photograph 51 

69 Music 

Duane Carleton, Rust; The Wind 
Woods, Greetings From Tokyo 

72 Art 

"The Body Human: Off the Wall 
and On,” TW. Wood Gallery 

78 Movies 

The Ides of March; Real Steel 


FEATURES 

30 Green Mountain 
Powell 

Ene rgy. How GMP's Mary 

34 Meet the Burly Girls 

Sports: Scoring with the 
Burlington Women's Rugby 
Football Club 
BY SARAH TUFF 

37 Barn Dance 

Dance: Ha nn ah Dennison 
enlists Vermont dancers in 
honor of Pina Bauscli 
BY MEGAN JAMES 

42 Scene and Heard 

Music: A photo exhibit recalls 
the glory days of Vermont rock 
BY DAN BOLLES 

44 Making a 
Microvintage 

Food: A Vermont sommelier 

the taste of home 
BY CORIN HIRSCH 

48 An Asian Rest o 
Reborn 

Food: The next generation 
revives Winooski's Peking Duck 
House — with newcuisines 

64 Hey, Joe 

Music: Singer-songwriter 
Joe Pugtalksfblk.fans 
and football 
BY DAN BOLLES 


COLUMNS 

14 Fair Game 

Open season on Vermont politics 
BY SHAY TOTTEN 

25 Whiskey Tango 
Foxtrot 

We just had to ask... 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

26 PoliPsy 

On the public use s and abuses 


74 Drawn & Paneled 

Novel graphics from tire Center 
for Cartoon Studies 

BY DAKOTA MCFADZEAN 

91 Mistress Maeve 

Your guide to love and lust 

STUFF TO DO 

13 The Magnificent 7 
50 Calendar 
61 Classes 
64 Music 
73 Art 
78 Movies 


VIDEO 


FUN STUFF CLASSIFIEDS 



dear^/lucy. 



“On the Marketplace" < 

38 Church St. | 

862-5126 5 

www.dearlucy.com 

mon-thurs 10-8 
fri-6at 10-9 | 

sun 11-6 | 


movies 


ATTENTION 

Cancer Patients and those suffering 
from other Chronic Diseases: The Green 
Herbalist is Vermont's only consultant 
on Medical Marijuana.Someofthe 
services provided are as follows: 

■ Access to a trained caregiver with 
the registry 

■ Establishing and developing a space 
to cultivate your Medical Marijuana 

■ Consultations on navigating our 
health care system 

Greenv' 

Herbalist 

For more information, 
please call 802.734.7600 


VACCINE 

STUDY 

OUR COMMUNITY 
IS PART OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY. 


Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 



For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 
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1 SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 

0 M.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FREE 
MINUTE MOVIE SHOWTIMES. PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS 


CLUB RATES. EVENTS ANO MORE . 


PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 


Hie (3-D) 6:30. 8:45 DO ' Phi 



THE SAVOY 
THEATER 

0S09 nw oyUicalct tom 


Wednesday 12 - thursday 13 


frtdjy 14 — tnursday 20 


STOWE CINEMA 3 
PL EX 




WELDEN THEATER 






MOVIE CLIPS = 


period drama from director Rene Feret. With 
David Moreau and Marc Barbe. (Ill min. NR. 
Savoy: ends 10/13) 

REAL STEEL*** Robots! Boxing! Those two 
words should guarantee a good take for this 
near-future action flick abouta down-ort-his- 
luck boxer (Hugh Jackman) who gets replaced 
by fighting machines, then decides to make 
his own. With Dakota Goyo. Evangeline Lilly 
and Anthony Mackie. Shawn (Date Night) Levy 
directed. (127 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic. Marquis Palace. Roxy. Stowe, Welden) 
RESTLESS**l/2 A young cancer patient (Mia 
Wasikowska) and an orphan (Henry Hopper) 
develop an unusual relationship in this drama 
from director Gus Van SanL With Ryo Kase. (95 
min. PG-13, Roxy: ends 10/13) 


WHAT’S YOUR NUMBER?*l/2 In this comedy. 



Zachary Quinto. Mark Mylod directed. (106 min. 
R. Essex, Majestic, Palace. Paramount, Welden: 
ends 10/13) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

GREEN LANTERN*l/2 Ryan Reynolds stars 
as the DC Comics hero who finds himself 
unexpectedly gifted with superpowers by an 
interplanetary protective force. With Peter 
Sarsgaard, Mark Strong and Blake Lively. Martin 
(Edge of Darkness) Campbell directed. (105 min. 


PG-13) 


horrible BOSSES**** Three put-upon 
employees [Jason Bateman, Jason Sudeikis 
and Charlie Day) hatch a plan to murder their 
titular supervisors in this comedy from director 
Seth Gordon. With Kevin Spacey, Colin Farrell 
and Jennifer Aniston as the bosses. (100 min, 

R) 

JUDY MOODY AND THE NOT BUMMER 
SUMMER** A third grader despairs when her 
summer plans go awry and she's forced to stay 
with her wacky aunt Opal (Heather Graham) 

and Preston Bailey. John Schultz directed. (91 
min.PG) 

THE TREE 0FLIFE****l/2 The Palme rfOr at 
Cannes went to this autobiographical epic from 
Terrence (The Thin Red Line) Malick. in which 
the life story of one man (Sean Penn) merges 
with questions about human life itself. Brad Pitt 

min /5 pG-13) fl 

THE TRIP**** When his girlfriend backs out 
a restaurant critic (Steve Coogan) is forced to 
bri ng his obnoxious best friend ( Rob Brydon) 
along on a foodie tour of the English country- 
side. Michael (A Mighty Heart) Winterbolton 
directed. (109 min. NR) 


Z00KEEPER*l/2 Another 





charges, Nick Nolle, Cher. Sylvester Stallone 
and Judd Apatow also contributed voice talent. 
Frank (Click) Coraci directed. (104 min. PG) 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


PLAYING TAG Time, once again, for the version 
of our game that puts your memory and marketing savvy quite 
literally to the test. What we've got for you this week are tag lines 
and titles from six well-known films. Your job, as always, is to make 
the appropriate match... 


f 


1. They have a plan. But not a clue. 

2. Intelligence is relative. 

3. Everything Is connected. 

4. The story of a man ready to make a connection. 

5. How far will you go for a second chance? 

6. How farcan too far go? 

A. Syrians 

B. Solaris 

C. From Dusk Till Dawn 

0. 0 Brother. Where Art Thou? 

E. Up in the Air 

F. Burn After Reading 



SPONSORED BY: 





HELP 


lidk 


front porch forum 


"It has been a great experience. Everyone made 
us feel comfortable and cared for. We’re so 
grateful. ’’ 

Kinsi Anna Crossett is daddy's little girl. When 
we arrived her papa Chris Crossett was perfectly 
content cuddling and cooing his precious new- 
born. Mom Alicia Keene waited patiently for her 
cuddle time. Little Kinsi was born on October 4 
and weighed 7lb/lloz. She's 22" long. She was 
stretching and yawning and showing us all that 
she is as pretty as her sister Cassie Holmes. 

We suspect that Cassie will be a sweet and 
wonderful role model. The happy family lives 
in Planfield. Best wishes to all! 

j= w Central Vermont Medical Center 

-= = Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 

Central Vermont Women's Health - 
371-5961. Call 371-4613 to schedule a 
tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 




Studies show physically active women have 
about a 20% lower risk of developing breast cancer. 

Get started with the Lace Up for the Cure" Collection. 


Raise hope 


New Balance Williston 
will donate $2 to 
breast cancer research 


new balance 


for every pair of shoes we sell in October 


susan c. « 

Komen — 

m ™cure . “ 


r 


288-9090 

newbalancewilliston.com 
Maple Tree Place, Williston 
Mon-Thu 10-6 • Fri & Sat 10-7 • Sun 11-4 

Please see store for details on all offers. 





important not to be a slave of 
the trends, Libra — atime when 
it’s crucial to your well-being to 
come up with original language, 
unique descriptions and fresh 
approaches. So what would your 
band’s name be? (tinyurl.com/ 


ARIES (March 21 -April 19): if it’s at all pos- 
sible Aries, don't hang around boring people 
this week. Seek out the company of adventur- 

who incite your imagination and mystery 
lovers who are always on the lookout for new 
learning experiences. For that matter, treat 
yourself to especially interesting food, percep- 
tions and sensations. Take new and different 
routes to familiar hot spots. Even better, find 
fresh hot spots. Cultivating novelty is your 
mandate right now. Outgrowing your habits 
would be wise, fun and cool. Changing your 
mind is a luxury you need and deserve. 


CANCER (June 21- July 22): I’ve come 
across two definitions of the slang term 
'cameling up.' One source says it means 
filling yourself with thirst-quenching liquid 
before heading out to a hot place on a hot 
day. A second source says it means stuffing 
yourself with a giant meal before going out on 
a binge of drinking alcohol, because it allows 
you to get drunk more slowly. For your pur- 
poses, Cancerian. fm proposing a third, more 
metaphorical nuance to 'cameling up.’ Before 
embarking on a big project to upgrade your 
self-expression - quite possibly heroic and 
courageous — l suggest you camel up by soak- 
ing in an abundance of love and supportfrom 
people whose nurturing you savor. 

LEO (July 23- Aug. 22): I love Adele’s voice, 
The mega-famous British pop singer has 
a moving, virtuoso instrument — techni- 
cally perfect intnguingly soulful, capable of 
expressing a range of deep emotion, strong 
in both her high and low registers. And yet 

interesting.The lyrics are cliched or immature. 


became so tangled. You've got to navigate 
your way through one more small surrender 
before you will be cleared to hunt down your 
rebirth In earnest. But meanwhile, the cathar- 
ses and epiphanies Just keep on erupting. 
You're growing more soulful and less subject 
to people’s delusions by the minute. Your 

are working — maybe not as rapidly as you'd 
like but still, they are working. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 'Most 
people who profess a deep love of the Bible 
have never actually read the book,' says reli- 
gious writer Rami Shapiro. If they did. they’d 

tempter of Adam and Eve. There’s no mention 
of three wise men coming to see baby Jesus, 
norofawhaleswallowing Jonah. Homilies like 
"This too shall pass’ and "God helps those who 
help themselves' never appear in the scrlp- 
tu res. And contrary to the Ayn Rand -style self- 
reliance that evangelicals think is a central 
theme of their holy book, the Bible's predomi- 
nant message is that goodness is measured 


So you can't get a dri nk of the stuff In the place 

rable situation going on in your life. Aquarius. 
Maybe something you're good at isrit appreci- 
ated by those around you. Maybe a message 
you're broadcasting or a gift you're offering 


to try. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Once you drive 
your car Into Norway’s Laerdal Tunnel, you’re 
in for a long haul through the murk. The light 
at the end doesn’t start appearing until you've 
traveled almost 14 miles. Using this as a meta- 
phor for your life in the here and now. I esti- 
mate that you're at about the 12-mile mark. 
Keep the faith. Pisces. Itb a straight shot from m 
here. Can you think of any cheerful tunes you " 
could sing at the top of your lungs? > 


B BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & D 
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Lake Champlain 

CHOCOLATES' 


CHOCOLATES’ ^ m 


I Experience the art of chocolate making and sample our fresh, creative confections. 

( TOURS ON THE HOUR: 9-2 M-F. 7SO PINE ST., BURLINGTON ONLY, www.lakechamplainchocolates. 




ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR. CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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Efficiency Vermont 


^ FOR 
j MORE 

• inn 


JOBS 


•Director of 
Marketing 


Application 
Deadline for 
this position: 

Open until filled 


The Vermont Energy 
Investment Corporation (VEIC) 
is a mission-driven nonprofit 
organization, founded in 1986, 
that is dedicated to reducing 
the economic, social, and 
environmental costs of energy 
consumption through cost- 
effective energy efficiency and 
renewable energy technologies. 

VEIC operates Efficiency 
Vermont - the nation's first 
statewide energy efficiency 
utility' as well as other 
implementation services across 
the country. 

Visit www.veic.org/jobs to learn 
more about these positions, our 
exceptional work environment, 
and comprehensive benefits 
package. 


United Professions AFT Vermont 

is now looking to hire smart, motivated people 

who are willing to work hard for social justice. 

Full-time, experienced Contracted, part-time 

Organizer/Field Communications 

Representative Coordinator 

United Professions is a democratic labor union We organize lo 
form unions, win better wages, win a voice at work and demand 
improvements for employees in hospitals, higher education and early 
education, and the people they serve. We are the fastest-growing union 
in Vermont. Our 3500 member households span the entire state, and 
include nurses and professors as well as a variety of other professionals 
The majority of our members and staff are women 
This position will be based in Burlington, VI. 

For full positron descriptions, please go to vtaft.org. 

Please email cover letter and resume to bonniem@upvaft.org. 

No phone inquiries Include in your cover letter that you saw this 
information in Seven Days. 



loin the team at Gardener’s Supply Company! 
We work hard AND offer a fun place to 
work with strong cultural values, competitive 
wages and outstanding benefits ( including an 
awesome discount on plants & product!). 


Materials Handler 


L , We’re searching for a Materials Handler 
V to join our team at our Essex Distribution 
I 1 Center. This person will move inventory 
' throughout the warehouse safely, accurately 
H I, and efficiently as well as receiving /unloading 
•, incoming receipts. Our ideal candidate will 
) have previous experience operating materials 
handling equipment; must be comfortable 
I j communicating with other departments and 
1 co-workers and have proven ability to work 
3 as a team member. This is a regular, full-time 
I , position on the day shift (6:30-3pm) with 
I 1 mandatory overtime on some weekends. 


I We are an employee-owned company and 
‘I \ America's leading catalog & web-based 
'! gardening company! Interested? Please send 
j your cover letter & resume to Gardener's Supply 
i Company, 128 Intervale Rd., Burlington, VT 05401 

J j ortojobs@gardeners.com. 

I, (jARDENER§ 

r, www.gardeners.com 
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NEWS QUIRKS Poland sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Armed widi a handgun and an assault 
rifle, Terry “T.J.” Newman, 25, and 
John “Pimp" Roberts invaded a home 
in San Antonio, Texas, and demanded 
money. Authorities said that when 
the homeowner's son came out of a 
bedroom widi his own assault rifle 
and started firing, the two robbers 
fled, leaving their getaway car idling 
in front of the house. They returned 
15 minutes later for the car, by which 
time members of the household had 
armed diemselves with a second 
assault rifle and opened fire. Police ar- 
rived, only to have Newman ram their 
patrol vehicle with a second vehicle. 
He was arrested and convicted of ag- 
gravated assault. (San Antonio Express- 
News) 

Authorities quickly identified three 
youths who broke into a house in 
Newton County, Ga.. because they 
left behind pictures of diemselves on 
the homeowner's camera. (Atlanta's 
WSB-TV) 

Second-Amendment 

Follies 

Witnesses agreed Alvin Merriwell 
Lewis Jr., 67, made no threats while 
demonstrating how he would defend 
himself widi a pocketknife, but Thom- 
as Larry Bolds, 67, picked up a pistol 
anyway and shot Lewis eight times. 
Pensacola, Fla., authorities charged 
Bolds with murder. (Alabama’s Mobile 
Press-Register) 

Charge or Charge? 

Money is disappearing, according to 
the Treasury Department, which last 
year printed the fewest $L $5 and $10 
bills in 30 years. Two reasons for lower 
demand are the increased use of credit 
and debit cards, which people are 
using more instead of money, and the 
increased longevity of circulating bills. 
The average dollar bill lasts 2.2 times 
longer than 20 years ago, according to 
Federal Reserve estimates. 

Bucking the trend is die $100 bill, 
which is a leading American export 
and is hoarded like gold in unstable 
places. Last year, the Treasury Depart- 
ment printed more $100 bills than $1 
bills for the first time, and die Federal 
Reserve estimates that foreigners hold 
two-thirds of the 7 billion $100 bills in 
circulation. (New York Times) 

Least Surprising Results 

Larger women are more likely than 
odiers to have sex on die first date, ac- 
cording to a survey of 10,000 members 
of a British dating website. Freedating. 
co.uk’s “Dating Profile Attributes vs. 
First Date Outcomes" revealed that 
men and women who don’t drink, 
don't smoke and like bicycling are the 
least likely to have sex on the first date. 
The less education women have, the 


more willing they are to have sex on 
the first date, whereas better- educated 
men are the most willing to have sex 
on the first date. (United Press Inter- 
national) 

City officials in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
hired consultants from Birmingham, 
Ala., to come up with a new name for 
Chattanooga Metropolitan Airport that 
would create better brand awareness. 
Big Communications recommended 
calling it Chattanooga Airport. Delet- 
ing "Metropolitan," the company said, 
creates simplicity. (Chattanooga Times 
Free Press) 

Homeland Insecurity 

Terrorists could start boarding airlin- 
ers with surgically implanted explosive 
devices, a Department of Homeland 
Security senior official warned, adding 
that the agency has already informed 
foreign governments of the potential 
threat. “New intelligence indicated 
at least a fresh look at this possible 
tactic,” the DHS official said, linking 
the threat to Al Qaeda. Noting that 
scanning equipment used in airports 
can’t penetrate skin and couldn’t de- 
tect implanted devices, Transportation 
Security Agency official Greg Soule 
said the agency would rely on behav- 
ior-detection officers to help identify 
travelers with embedded body bombs. 
(New York Times) 

Money Talks 

Police in Prince George’s County, Md., 
attributed the 12.1 percent decline in 
violent crimes during the first nine 
months of 2011 to payingoff 67 known 
offenders. “We basically called them 
in,” police Chief Mark Magaw said, 
“and basically said, ‘What do you 
need?’" Magaw explained the targeted 
violent offenders, who were identified 
by parole and probation records, were 
offered everything from food stamps 
to job programs. Magaw said that since 
the initiative, none of the targeted 
offenders has been arrested. (Washing- 
ton's WUSA-TV) 

School officials in Camden, N.J., of- 
fered 66 high school students $100 
apiece not to skip school. The pro- 
gram, dubbed “I Can End Truancy," 
or “ICE-T," is funded by a state grant. 
(Washington Times) 

Road to Recovery 

Britain’s government has concluded 
that the best way to get the economy 
moving is to raise the highway speed 
limit. Noting the current limit of 70 
miles per hour is 50 years old, Trans- 
port Secretary Philip Hammond 
declared, “Increasing the motorway 
speed limit to 80 mph would gener- 
ate economic benefits of hundreds of 
millions of pounds through shorter 
journey times." (Reuters) 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 



It's truly astounding. K-REN. I can't help 
but marvel at the price at gasoline. 1 just 
paid 60,000 credits lor a single gallon of it. 

But why acquire an antique combustiqn 
fuel? Any knewn mechanical device can 
be converted to run on fusion modules. 

Mechanical devices, yes. But to Immolate 
a child's tree-mounled recreational pod, 
you have to do it the old-fashioned way. 
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CURTAIN GOING UP ON YOUR WEEKEND? 



Get box office bargains and 
local perks in your inbox with... 


Seven Days delivers deeply discounted DealTickets 
on local concerts, shows, plays, sports, comedy and more 
In between ticket deals, look for discounts on 
local shopping, services and dining. 

Sign up to receive DealTicket emails today at 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


DAVID CASSIDY 

Saturday, October 29 $7 9 .50 $39.75 
Seaport World Trade Center, Boston 

David Cassidy is one of pop culture's most celebrated artists. 
Don't miss him this month in Boston when he performs as part 
of the New England Boomers & Seniors Expo. Concert ticket 
includes free admission to the Expo. 


DAVID SEDARIS 

Sunday, October 16 $49F?6 $25.68 
Flynn Center MainStage, Burlington 

With sardonic wit and incisive social critiques, David Sedaris has 
become one of America's pre-eminent humor writers. Sedaris is the 
author of the collections of personal essays, Naked, Me Talk Pretty 
One Day, Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim, and When You 
Are Engulfed in Flames, each of which became a bestseller. 
Sedaris will visit Burlington for one night only, featuring all-new 
readings of his work and a book signing. 


ATTENTION PROMOTERS AND RETAILERS: 


Need some extra buzz? Try Seven Days DealTicket! 

Contact Ashley Brunelle at dealticket@sevendaysvt.com or 865-1020 x37. 
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FERSoNKS 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



STEREOTYPICAL SCORPIO 

Petite blonde looking lor a rough 


BEING BAD 

Sexy grad studentlooking Tor hot girls 
toplay with. yourgiri 23 >122013 


SHY. FUNNY AND CREATIVE 

I am looking to meetalady(butch 

a frlendshl p wl th the possibl llty of a 
relationship. vttat2bigrt 26 □, >12)924 


SWEET AND INNOCENT © 



NAUGHTY LOCAL GIRLSl 



HEAVEN SANGEL FOR YOU 

taring, honest and who likes to play 
sometimes. I am also O&D free. 

Heavensangel4u 48 O. >120934 


SWEET. GENTLE HEARTED. FUNNY 



HUNGRY 

In a committed relationship with a 
much less hungry man. He knows 
I am looking around but out of 



laid penobscot 42 a. >119855 


HIGH STRUNG 



and polite. CA2001 43 >106992 



CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

1 ~ I See photos of 

this person online. 

Hear this person's 
voice online. 

NoToNWNeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


SEXY. NAKED. SUN, SPORTS.HOT TUBS 
Looking for some summertime 
playmates! Love gol ng to Bolton 
Falls mashe!le29. 29 Cl >109076 

WEN ieekn^? 

BIKERBOY76 


biking hiking and die outdoors. Want lo 



CANADIAN SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

open lo new things, will try anything 
with the right people or group of 


LOOKING FOR FRIENDS 



BANGIN' NAILS AND BANGIN' GALS 



HUNGRY MAN LOOKING FOR DINNER 



newjatinboy. 24. >122187 


TALL MAN SEEKING ADVENTUROUS 
FRIENDS 


Tall, athletic guy seeking women and/ 
or couples to expl ore wlth.1 amnew 



HORNY OLD DOG NEEDS CUOOLING 

I am a white malewholslooklng 


LOOKING TO FULFILL YOUR NEEDS 



pantyhoselove 30 □. >120081 


LOVE TO GIVE ORAL 






LOOKING FOR SOME EXCtTMENT 

Interested vloutdoorguy 36 >122052 

51HEB 


MASSAGE. CONNECTION, COMFORT. 
KISSING ORGASMS 



K!NK oF 1H§ WEEK: 


WoMEN 

EXTREMELY ACTIVE, NEVER DULL, ALWAYS 
PLEASING 

I am always ready to be adventurous: hiking, camping, 
anything outdoors but it's also so much fun to lay in bed 
and please the person I am with. That gives me the most 
satisfaction. fun2Bw. 21, Q, # 122244 


FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: My biggest turn on is... 
someone with confidence not afraid to tel I me what they 
like; and willing to mess around any time of day or night 
anywhere. 



HORNY AND LOOKING TO PLEASE 



HU NGRY FOR WHAT YOU WANT 

Looking for NSA sex. Notenough 

elsewhere. wild9453. 41. >121904 










DEALER.Ci^M PRESENTS 


VERMONT 



FREE 

EVENT. FRIDAY 10AM-5PM & 
SATURDAY 10AM-3PM 

October 
28 &29 

the BORDERS BUILDING 

29 CHURCH ST. BURLINGTON 


You could win an 

iPad 2 

just for attending! 


AM 2011 


CAREERS • EDUCATION • NETWORKING 



Meet up with Vermont’s most 
dynamic and innovative companies 

Apply for a job or an internship 

Learn about tech-related educational 
opportunities 

Network with other like-minded 
professionals 

Bring your middle- and high-school 
students to get them talking tech 


SSBioTek Google SEVEN DAYS 

LOGIC S MicroStrain' (vtSDAl 


~<t> V 

C2w 

longhcd 


WITH SUPPORT FROM 


VLM ® YER sumMil 


techjamvt.com 

facebook.com/techjamvt 

twitter.com/techjamvt 





Limited Edition 
Phith Flood Re. 
Concert Potter 
to be raffled off. 
Tickets $5 each. 


LIVE MUSIC 
FUNKWAGON 
DIRTY BLONDES 
CHAMPAGNE DYNASTY 
LENDWAY 


OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN 

FEATURING SPECIAL TEST BATCH CASKS 

BREWER-LED TOURS 
BIG HEAVY WORLD BBQ 


Lit N 


SEVEN DAYS SHEARER 


COME CELEBRATE THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THE SOUND PROOF EXHIBIT 


3 MOUNTAINS. 1 COLLEGE PASS. 
$299 WITH STUDENT ID AND 
A LETTER FROM THE REGISTRAR. 
PRICE VALID THROUGH 11/07/11, 

$429 THEREAFTER. 


mrLEAMJOit 


Bolton Valley 

312" Average snowfall 
70 trails and glades 
Vemont's only night skiing 
Terrain Park open both day and night 
20 miles from Burlington, 

10 miles off 1-89 


MAD RIVER GLEN 







screens. Appearances can 
be deceiving. andthatS the caseforthe 
initial low-tech vibe of Laurie AndersonS 
Delusion. The performance artist shares 
vignettes — sometimes comic other 
times profound — exploring the nature of 


SATURDAY 15 

A Standup Guy 

You know h Im as McKinley from 
Wet Hot American Summer. 
butactor/comedlan Michael Ian Black ha: 
other funny business up hissleeve. In an 
interview that ran last week, music editor 
□an Bolles grilled him on everything from 
cult fans to Black's faux feud with writer 
David Sedans. There's no telling what will 
happen in Black's standup gig at Higher 
Ground, coincidentally just a day before 
Sedans reads at the Flynn ... Just sayln'. 
SEE CLUB LISTING ON PAGE GB 


MUSIC. 

ART 


SUNDAY 16 

Snitch, Please 

ifCallfrlg all chasers and beaters ar 
irs and seekers ... the Quidditch l 
Cup may now be held in New Yort 
the game gives a nod to its Middl 


ONGOING 

Taking Shape 

Talk abouta solid body of work: 
Montpelier’s T.W. Wood Gallery I 


ploring from head to toe. the human 
form. Paintings by Northfielrfs John 
Hoag figure prominently in "The Body 
Human: Off the Wall and On * Five 
other Vermont artists provide a differ- 
ent perspective in three-dimensional 


FRIDAY 14 

Twinkle. Twinkle 


SATURDAY 15 

Water, Water, 


Everywhere 


SATURDAY 15 

A Way With Words 


everything else... 

CALENOAR I 

CLASSES 


3 

1 





FAIR GAME o p EN season ON VERMONT politics by: 
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Bargain Hunting 


T he recent war of words between 
Gov. peter shumlin and state 
employees isn't really about 
whether those who worked at 
the flood-soaked Waterbury complex 
post-Irene deserve extra pay. It's politi- 
cal posturing in anticipation of the two 
sides working out a new contract 

Roughly 90 employees have filed a 
grievance seeking double pay for being 
called into work during an emergency 
situation. What diat amounts to — less 
than $1 million — is a pittance compared 
to the estimated $1 billion price tag to 
clean up after Tropical Storm Irene. 

The real money is riding on whether 
the administration will restore die 
temporary 3 percent pay cut state em- 
ployees took two years ago to help close 
Vermont's budget gap. That could cost 
taxpayers an extra $9 million at a time 
when the shortfall for FY 
2013 stands at close to $70 
million. 

Shumlin's response to the 
grievance — finger wagging 
and “dismay” — may be a 
strategy to get die public on his side as 
he prepares to hammer the union in pri- 
vate bargaining talks. 

To be clean Most of the employees 
asking for double pay are folks who were 
called into work when other workers 
were told to stay home. In fact, more 
than one third of die workers listed on 
the grievance are Vermont State Hospi tal 
employees. Many of them spent days on 
the road, living out of hotels, in order 
to care for residents displaced from the 
state’s psychiatric hospital. 

According to their contract, state 
employees summoned to work during 
an emergency are entided to hazard pay. 
For nearly a week after the storm, some 
department heads and supervisors led 
many workers to believe the Waterbury 
Complex would be under “emergency" 
closure for as long as a week. Then 
Shumlin retroactively changed the 
“emergency” to a single day — die 
Monday after Irene slammed the state. 

Some workers were upset by the ret- 
roactive change, and union leaders claim 
they tried, and failed, to work out a com- 
promise widi die administration. The 
union says the Shumlin team ignored its 
proposals. Shumlin officials deny that. 
Simply put, the gov asserts the union 
claim is indefensible and undermines 
the hard work of hundreds of other state 
employees during die crisis. 


“I can't express enough my dismay 
at the 90 state employees who are doing 
an extraordinary disservice to the rest of 
our hardworking employees by asking 
for double time when they don't deserve 
it," Shumlin said last week. 

Clever, eh? On one hand, Shumlin 
praises hardworking state employees for 
their efforts post-Irene; at die same time, 
he's perpetuating the myth diat public 
union employees are greedy and only in 
it for diemselves. 

The tension between the union and 
Team Shumlin is only likely to increase. 
Why? 

All signs indicate Team Shumlin will 
try to renege on the agreement die union 
reached with Republican then-governor 
jim oouglas to restore the 3 percent pay 
cut state workers absorbed, and that 
their contract says will be reinstated as 
of July 1,2013. 

“As we are in the early 
stages of collective bargain- 
ing, I don't believe it would 
be appropriate for us to com- 
ment,” said JEB SPAULDING, 
Shumlin’s secretary of administration. 

Spaulding may not want to comment, 
but the message is crystal clear in the 
budget instructions the administra- 
tion issued last month to bean counters 
throughout state government The base 
budget for FV 2013 should not include 
a restoration of die 3 percent pay cut. 
In addition, budget writers need to cut 
more to reduce spending by 4 percent in 
FY 2013. 

“Any changes to these salary levels, 
including any resumption of step 
increases, will be subject to state/ 
VSEA bargaining and are not part of 
the FY 2013 budget,” wrote Finance 
Commissioner jim rearoon in a memo to 
budget writers. 

Isn’t this the same administration 
that spent about $400,000 more than 
its predecessors on top appointees and 
cabinet officials? Not sure that qualifies 
as leading by example. 

Most labor unions, including the 
Vermont State Employees Association, 
didn't support Shumlin in the 
Democratic primary. Instead they 
backed his challenger, ooug racine. 

The VSEA rallied behind Shumlin, 
though, in the general election and the 
governor promised them a seat at the 
table. He never said it would be a hot seat 

As soon as he took office, Shumlin 
leaned on state workers to absorb more 


— 1 


cuts to help balance the state budget 
VSEA members agreed to increase their 
retirement contributions, take unpaid 
furloughs, allow more job cuts through 
attrition and other measures that saved 
the state $12 million. All the while, the 
gov refused to raise taxes on Vermont’s 
wealthiest residents. 

For its part, the union remains open to 
working out an amicable solution rather 
than let the Vermont Labor Relations 
Board decide on the double-pay deal. 

“I would say that our door is still 
open if die administration does want 
to have discussions,” said conor casey, 
VSEA's legislative director. “We have 



90 STATE EMPLOYEES 
WHO ABE DOING AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
DISSERVICE 



GOV. PETER SHUMLIN 


always preferred discussing issues like 
these at the bargaining table rather than 
in the press.” 

For good reason, too. Irene is becom- 
ing Shumlin’s 9/11. The way the gov’s 
framed it: As the state rebuilds after 
Irene, you're either with us or against us. 

Whose side are you on? 

Retirement Redux 

While state employees are in the budget- 
cutting crosshairs, workers in the state’s 
largest city are getting nervous, too. 

Growing concern about Burlington's 
underfunded public pension system is 
beginning to become a political issue. 
As of press time, a city council sub- 
committee is working on a proposal to 
change the makeup of the city’s pension 
board diat would decrease employee 
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representation to a minority. Employees 
currently represent half the votes on the 
pension board. 

One Democratic mayoral hopeful 
is floating another idea: Let die voters 
weigh in on any proposal to fix the pen- 
sion fund. Estimates suggest the city 
pension pot is underfunded to the tune 
of $50 to $75 million. 

Last week, mayoral hopeful miro 
weinberger issued a five-point plan to 
address die city's financial woes. Point 
four was “Put Plan to Fund the Pension 
System to the Voters” 

What is this, Wisconsin? 

It sure isn’t going to win Weinberger 
any endorsements from the city's five 
major unions that represent police offi- 
cers, firefighters, electrical workers, city 
staff and teachers. 

For what it’s worth, Weinberger 
believes pension promises made to cur- 
rent employees must he kept. After that, 
however, he said it's time to reevaluate 
how pensions are funded and doled out 
to city workers. 

If elected, Weinberger would con- 
vene a summit of major stakeholders in 
the pension issue - unions, Burlington 
institutions, property owners and 
businesses — to negotiate a plan that 
benefits all constituencies by resolv- 
ing die city's largest financial uncer- 
tainty. Weinberger would then put that 
plan to the voters of Burlington for 
confirmation. 

While Weinberger isn't going so 
far as to put all the details of a pension 
system up for a vote before the rabble, 
er, public, he does think voters should 
be given a chance to weigh in. 

"What I’m saying is that I expect that 
there will be issues regarding die fund- 
ing of the pension system diat voters 
will have a stake in, and they should 
get a choice in the resolution of it,” said 
Weinberger. 

Kiss the Job Goodbye 

The Burlington mayor's race could get 
a little more crowded next week State 
Sen. tim ashe (D/P-Chittenden) tells Fair 
Game lie'll decide by Friday whether to 
jump into die race. He'll make his deci- 
sion public by Monday. 

Word is Ashe is leaning toward 
jumping into the Democratic caucus 
to challenge the three Dems already in 
die race: stand-up comedian and State 
Rep. jason lorber, councilor and deputy 
state's attorney bram kranichfelo and 


housing developer and airport commis- 
sioner Miro Weinberger. 

Despite strong support for each 
Democrat, the race still seems up for 
grabs; none of die diree has emerged a 
clear victor, and each of them seems to 

Almost every day, their supporters 
call Fair Game to inquire if Ashe will be 
a candidate. Some inquire out of ner- 
vousness for their stated choice; others 
indicate they hope Ashe jumps in. 

Former Progressive City Councilor 
Brian pine, who is cu rrendy the city’s 
housingdirector, has opted against a may- 
oral run. The reason? The federal Hatch 
Act forbids him from running since Ills 
position is largely federally funded. 

“I can’t even run for the nomination,” 
said Pine. “To ran I would have to give 
up my job immediately and perhaps 
go without a paycheck for five or six 
months. I just can't afford to do that” 

That nearly clears the field for Ashe 
on the “P” side. A former staffer for 
U.S. Sen. bernie sanoers (I-VT), Ashe, 
a former three-term Burlington city 
councilor, has a Progressive pedigree. 

Of course there's also Progressive 
Mayor bob kiss • remember him? The 
normally quiet Kiss is silent still on 
his electoral plans. If he does run, it 
seems unlikely he'd defeat Ashe in a 
Progressive caucus. 

If Ashe can pull off a fusion nomina- 
tion, it would pit die senator against 
Ward 4 GOP Councilor and Rep. kurt 
wright and any other latecomers. No 
word yet from Councilor karen paul (I- 
Ward 6), though it’s rumored she’s look- 
ing for a campaign manager. 

The Democratic caucus to pick a 
mayoral candidate is tentatively sched- 
uled for November 13 at Memorial 
Auditorium. Good thing they picked 
such a big venue. With this many can- 
didates, each of whom will be recruit- 
ing supporters to show up and vote for 
them, it’s going to be crowded.® 


U next Fair Game? Tune in to WPTZ 


NewsChannel 5 on Tuesday nights during 
the 11 p.m. newscast fora preview. 

Follow Shay on Twitter: 



jraSend Shay an old-fashioned email: 
lsalshay®>sevendays vt.com. 


Raise a Glass at Leunig’s 



with Betsy Conlon or one of the thousands 
of other women helped by The Breast Care 
Center at Fletcher Allen. In September 8 
October, every bottle of fine wine listed in 
pink on our list results in a donation to 
the Breast Care Center from Leunlg’s, 
matched by Farrell Distributing 
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Vermont Tourism Officials Lure 
i Asian Visitors — With Tasha Tudor? 


W hen Japanese student 
Takahiro Mise came to 
Vermont this fall to see the 
work of Douglas Brooks, 
a Vergennes builder of traditional 
Japanese wooden boats, he became 
evidence of a trend. 

Vermont's tourism promoters have 
their sights set on Asia - and especially 
on Japanese tourists like Mise. Long 
before Tropical Storm Irenecomplicated 
the business of selling Vermont, state 
officials, resorts and tour agencies had 
been striving to increase die number of 
visitors to the state by lapping huge new 
markets overseas. 

A growing percentage of those who 
come here to ski, hike, paddle, leaf-peep 
and shop are Asian. Tourism promoters 
aim to keep the Japanese interested, 
while attracting Malaysians, Koreans 
and increasingly affluent Indians. 
Meanwhile, the biggest of bonanzas 


beckons in the form of the half-billion 
Chinese who have achieved middle-class 
status and are beginning to visit distant 
destinations, such as New England. 
But Vermont has yet to 
attract them in significant 
numbers. 

Tourist dollars are vital 
to the state's economy. 

Visitors to Vermont spent 
a total of SL4 billion in 2009, adding an 
estimated S200 million in tax revenues 
to state government coffers, according to 
a study completed in March of this year 
by the Vermont Department of Tourism 
& Marketing and the Williston-based 
Economic & Policy Resources consulting 
firm. Tourist spending supports more 
tlian 10 percent of all Vermont jobs — a 
total of 33,500 — the study noted. 

Federal statistics show that 
Japan is the fourth-leading source of 
international tourism to the United 


States, behind Canada, Mexico and 
the United Kingdom, respectively. 
Vermont lacks data on where its own 
foreign visitors come from, but Shoko 
Hirao, a Boston-based 
Japanese travel consultant 
the Vermont Tourism 
Department, estimates that 
about 6000 Japanese come 
to the state annually - just 
five years ago that figure may have been 
only 2000, she suggests. 

Mise says he was already familiar 
with die state before his visit; two fellow 
Japanese students had taken graduate 
classes at UVM. He adds that “almost 
all people in Japan know the name of 
Vermont" because of a curry sauce sold 
by the House Foods Corp. under the 
brand name Vermont Curry. “I do not 
know exactly why they named it that,” 
he says, noting that the sauce contains 
honey, apple and cheddar cheese. 



Mise was dazzled by the leaves’ 
changing colors - die spectacle that 
brings busloads of visitors to Vermont in 
October. What else do the Japanese seek 
out? Shelburne Farms, Ben & Jerry's, the 
Trapp Family Lodge, the Manchester 
outlet stores and the Tasha Tudor 
Museum. 

“Japanese really love The Sound 
of Music," says Trapp Family Lodge 
marketing chief Paul Richey, who has 
made two promotional visits to Japan 
in the past five years. “They come here 
because of the Trapps' heritage." 

They're also apparently big fans of 
child ren’s-book illustrator Tasha Tudor, 
who lived in West Brattieboro for 35 
years before her death in 2008 at age 92. 
Tudor never visited Japan, die museum's 
curator of collections, Leigh Branson, 
notes. “We really don't know specifically 
what it is" that attracts scores of 
Japanese, Branson says. It could be the 
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teahouse and gardens, she suggests. Or 
it could be that Tudor’s drawings have 
appeared in more books published in 
Japan dian in the United States. 

Hirao, Vermont's 
Japan-focused 
marketing consultant, 
expects even more 
Japanese tourists next 
year with the planned 
start of nonstop flights 
between Tokyo and 
Boston. In the past, 

Asian tourists tended 




they’re getting curious 
about rural New 
England, notes Gwendy 
Lauritzen, vice president 
of Notch Above Toms. 

Her Colchester agency 
has hired a Japanese- 
speaking guide to 
accommodate the 
anticipated influx. 

Vermont’s natural 

beauty leaves some first- 
time Japanese visitors 
agape. “Not many of 
us realize what is in Vermont," says 


JAPANESE 
MOVE 
TM SOUND Of 
MUSIC. 


PAUL RICHEY, TRAPP 
FAMILY LODGE 
MARKETING CHIEF 


Japanese visitors to Vermont, 
however, don't just come from Japan. 
Many come from die Boston and 
New York areas, tour operators say. 

Expatriate business 
executives, as well as 
diplomats, take their 
families on foliage and ski 
trips. Of the 42 tourists 
of Japanese origin on a 
bus at Quechee Gorge last 
weekend, for example, 
over half hailed from the 
Boston area, according to 
tour guide Yumiko Fujita, 
an English-speaking 
guide with Boston 
International Travel. 

So far, however, 
Americans and Canadians 
of Chinese descent are 
traveling in much larger 
numbers to upstate 
New York than they are 
to Vermont, laments 
Lauritzen of Notch Above 
Tours. Efforts in China 
to promote the state as a 
travel destination are also 
lagging, Lauritzen adds, even though 


Hank Nakatsuka, president of Boston die Vermont Chamber of Commerce has 


International Travel. “I need t 
e Japanese how beautiful i 




Still, this year “has been a very 
difficult time" for Japanese tourism 
to the U.S., observes Michi Yo Suzuki, 

Boston branch manager for Tour 
Operation Services. She says her 
company has brought only about 100 and: 
Japanese to Vermont diis year — about 
half as many as usual. Some people 
canceled trips due to concerns about 
Irene-related damage: odiers postponed 
because of the devastation wrought at 
home by the earthquake and tsunami in 
March. Even though the dual catamites 


been operatinga trade office in Shanghai 
for the past eight years. 

“Visas have presented challenges" 
for Chinese wishing to visit the United 
States, Deputy Commissioner of 
Marketing and Tourism Steve Cook 
points out. He remains bullish about dial 
market, however, suggesting that more 
Chinese will come to Vermont 
tt few years, including parents 
of prospective students being recruited 
by the state's universities and colleges. 

Preethi Sehrawat, a Los Angeles- 
based tour organizer, agrees. Her 
agency is focusing on the Malaysia and 
Singapore markets, but “I am sure diere 


affected a relatively small part of Japan, will be many Chinese visiting Vermont 


“they put a cloud over the notion of 
having fun," Lauritzen says. 


the future,” she says. “Chinese like 
die landscapes you have there." © 







v FS: 

Aged to 
Perfection 


Our USDA choice beef is 
aged a minimum of 28 days to 
enhance flavor and tenderness. 



1076 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

862.6585 

Facebook 


f I I A I 1 A N 


Come 
home to 
Junior's! 


Traditional 

old-world 

roeipos 




Is Irene to Blame for Vermont’s Rising 
Unemployment? Yes and No 


§ 


3 



T im Doolin has worked an array 
of jobs in die course of his pro- 
fessional life: limousine chauf- 
feur, ferryboat deckhand, fork- 
lift driver loading airfreight. But now 
the 46-year-old Essex resident would be 
happy for almost any job — anywhere. 

After five years without full-time 
work, several of which he spent caring 
for his ailing father, Doolin has ex- 
panded Ills job search nationwide. He's 
applied to Delta Airlines in Kentucky' 
and UPS in Iowa. Recently, he sent a 
resume to Aloha Air Cargo in Hawaii, 
where Doolin has a cousin. 

“At least I’d have a sofa to surf on 
until I get on my feet,” says Doolin, who 
stopped by the Vermont Department of 
Labor job center in Burlington last week 
to check the bulletin board. “I can be 
packed up and ready to go in 24 to 36 
hours. You just tell me where.” 

Doolin is not alone. After months 
of steady decline, Vermont’s unem- 
ployment rate has started ticking 
upward again. The number of jobless 
Vermonters has climbed for the last four 
consecutive months, from 5.4 percent in 
May to 5.9 percent in August. Vermont 
Labor Commissioner Annie Noonan 
says the number will likely rise again 
when the September report comes 
out, largely due to livelihoods lost to 
Tropical Storm Irene. 


As of last month, 21,000 Vermonters 
lacked a full-time job. That number 
nearly doubles when you account for 
underemployed people and those who 
have stopped looking for work. While 
that figure is far lower than the national 
unemployment rate of 9.1 percent — and 
well below the state's high point of 7.3 
percent in the spring of 2009 - Vermont 
labor officials aren’t ex- 
actly encouraged. 

“An upward trend is 
not a positive one," says 
Mathew Barewicz, eco- 
nomic and labor market 
information chief at the 
Vermont Department of 

Barewicz cautions 
diat monthly jobs fig- 
ures are subject to revi- 
sion, and that Vermont's 
low population can me 
lost or gained will swing the rate more 
dramatically than in bigger states. What 
die figures do illustrate, he says, is that 
the national recovery has stalled - and 
dial Vermont is not insulated from the 
country’s economic gyrations. 

“This was not the summer of recov- 
ery,” Barewicz observes. 


RECOVERY. 

MATHEW BAREWICZ. 
VERMONT DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR 




after the storm, peaking at 1179 on 
September 3. Hard-hit Killington Resort 
initially filed a mass claim for 300 dis- 
placed employees but was able to put 
many of them back to work within a few 
weeks, Noonan says. 

On the odier hand, die devastation 
created a surge in demand for construc- 
tion work - die industry hardest hit 
during die recession 
in Vermont. Between 
2007 and 2010, almost 
a fifth of all construc- 

disappeared. Labor 
officials estimate 400 
workers are presently 
employed rebuild- 
ing roads, bridges 
and flood-damaged 
structures. 

“Having diis in- 
creased activity is very important," 
Barewicz says. “It's unfortunate it had to 
come at the hands of a natural disaster.” 

Construction contractors sprang 
into action post -Irene and were able to 
hire back scores of idle workers, says 
Cathy Voyer, executive vice president of 
the Associated General Contractors of 
Vermont Her organization served a: 


Irene’s floods have had a mixed clearinghouse for flood-battered towns 
impact on employment. Jobless claims 
nearly doubled in the first two weeks 


firms in Vermont New York and New 
Hampshire. 

The question now, Voyer says, is how 
and when the contractors will be paid 
for their work 

“We’ve provided the manpower and 
all die supplies, and now we need to 
be paid,” Voyer says. “I’m not saying 
[towns] are slow in paying but it may 
become a concern in the future if the 
payment is not as quick as the response 
was. Ultimately, it puts jobs at risk.” 

The prolonged economic downturn 
has forced many Vermonters to get 
creative about making ends meet. Mia 
Troy-Vowell had a mid-level public 
relalions job at Burton before she was 
laid off in February 2010. Unable to find 
comparable work, she sold snowboard 
gear on eBay, consigned clothes at 
Plato's Closet in Williston, and looked 
into selling her blood and eggs. She 
eventually hit the craft-fair circuit, sell- 
ing Scrabble-tile pendants and mosaics 
made from broken plates. 

In between crafting art and cover 
letters, Troy-Vowell says she ends up 
watching a lot of daytime television in 
her Vergennes home. 

“I learned so much about die legal 
system thanks to Judge Judy and Judge 
Joe Brown,” she deadpans. “There's this 
company out of Norway, their website is 
onepiece.com, and I've looked into them 
sponsoring me. It’s a one-piece sweat 
suit. I think it's the perfect uniform for 
the unemployed because I don't like to 
do laundry and I don't like to shower.” 

Kidding aside, Troy-Vowell lias 
searched far and wide for local work — 
even briefly taking a public relations job 
in Montreal before she was laid off at die 
end of July. 

“It’s tough because there really 
aren’t that many jobs in Vermont — at 
least for my skill set,” she says. “You can 
only apply to Green Mountain Coffee 
[Roasters], Vermont Teddy Bear and 
Ben & Jerry's so many times." 

So now Troy-Vowell is pursuing 
what she calls the "karmic route." She's 
spending her time volunteering on 
die board of All Breed Rescue, a dog- 
adoption organization. Thnt led her to 
a business idea - a doggy daycare she 
plans to open in Soudi Burlington in the 
coming months. 

“I'm pretty sure I’m not going to get 
laid off diis time," she says, cracking up. 
“Here's hoping.” ® 
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Hundreds of Protesters “Occupy 
Burlington” During Downtown Rally 

By Shay Totten 

M ore than 350 people marched through downtown Burlington on Sunday 
afternoon in solidarity with the Occupy Wall Street protests in New York City 
- the third such rally' in as many weeks. 

With a street band leading the procession, the throng marched from City Hall 
Hark up Church Street to die fountain at the top block, turned around, and marched 
down die street again as shoppers and diners looked on - some smiling, some 
seemingly dumbfounded, some applauding 

The muldgenerational crowd’s demands were as varied as its members: End the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; support unionized workers at Fletcher Allen Health 
Care and the University of Vermont; end the corporate influence on the electoral 
system; end the "corporatization" at UVM; support migrant farmworkers; end the 
Federal Reserve; and the list went oa 

Others joined in the rally and. at one point, the crowd appeared to swell to 
nearly 500 people. 

One speaker, Robert Skiff of South Burlington, tried to unify the group through 
what he believes are shared 
objectives. 

“We arc socialists, communists, 
anarchists, libertarians," said Skiff, 
pointing u> himself when he said 
the word libertarian “Capitalists, 
Democrats. Republicans, but 
we all know that something is 
deeply wrong in our democracy, 
and we will no longer be silent." 
Skiff urged the crowd to think 
about occupying City Hall Park - 
permanently. ® 


“I Knew This Is Where I Had to Be” 

By Kevin J. Kelley 

U right at home last weekend in New York City’s Liberty Plaza, the epicenter of 
the Occupy Wall Street uprising 

Ian Williams, a McGill University graduate from Enosburg Falls, came from a 
protest in Boston against Bank of America. The bearded 26-year-old said that he quit 
his temp job in a Williston warehouse because ”1 knew this is where I had to be." 

TC Kida, a Japanese American from Essex, was in the process of moving to 
Brooklyn with his girlfriend, Keely Robinson, who had been camping out with 
him in Liberty Plaza for the past week. Kida has been doing disaster-relief work 
since Katrina leveled the Gulf Coast in 2005. He has also run a volunteer project 
in Haiti. 

With a “Ron Paul for President" sign bobbing not far from a crayoned piece of 
cardboard reading "Occupy Everything" the participants seemed diverse in their 
ideologies. The sole conclusion they share may be the one offered by Williams: 
“Wealth in this country is being concentrated in the hands of fewer and fewer 
institutions and individuals." 

Almost everyone in the plaza might also agree with Williams' observation that 
“our representatives in Congress don’t really represent us. They represent the 
lobbyists who pay them." 

And does he think that's the case in Vermont? ‘To some extent, yes," Williams 
replied. 'They’re also politicians who bring in pork whether it’s good or not." 

What about Beraie Sanders, whose career-long anticorporate tirades appear to 
have finally struck a national nerve? “Bernie’s got the right message," Williams said. 
"He should be here." 

“No one can predict what'sgoing to happen." Kida said. Thati the magic of this." ® 
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Two Visiting Architects Talk Beauty, 
Safety and ‘Making Places’ 


§ 


T he American Folk Art Museum 
in New York City, designed by 
Tod Williams and Billie Tsien 
Architects and completed 
in 2001 , ignited a critical battle that 
continues to this day. One New Yorker 
critic hailed the facade's arrangement 
of white-bronze panels as ingenious, 
“like monumental origami." Another, at 
die New York Times, called it "vaguely 
lunar"; a third, at New York Magazine, 
dismissed it as “a bronzed Kleenex box." 
The architect-couple’s own website 
claims it evokes “an abstracted open 
hand." At the very least, their cre- 
ation has engendered wildly different 
opinions. 

“As good architecture tends to do,” 
asserts JOHN mcleod, program director 
of architectural studies at Middlebury 
College and partner, with steve kreoell. 
in the Middlebury firm mcleod kredell 
architects. "That’s what’s great about 
architecture,” he adds. "Everyone has an 
opinion on it because we live with it” 
McLeod selected Tsien (pronounced 
“Chin”) and another well-regarded 
architect, Koichiro Aitani, to visit the 
college diis fall as Cameron Visiting 
Architects. Begun five years ago and 
funded by an alumni family, the program 
exposes architecture majors and the 
public to significant practicing archi- 
tects who give talks and mount exhibi- 
tions on their recent work. 

Tsien and Williams' firm is exhibiting 
materials related to its new Bennington 
College building, die Center for the 
Advancement of Public Action, which 
opened Friday. The newest addition to 
die campus - already architecturally 
significant — helped land Bennington 
in Architectural Digest’s top-10 “College 
Campuses with the Best Architecture" 
in August. 

Tsien describes the center as a series 
of three buildings, arranged around an 
interior glass-walled courtyard, that 
"unfold to the user slowly." Their focus 
is a “miniature general assembly room 
._ where people could talk about issues 
dial affect the world.” 

Two priorities for die design, Tsien 
says, were to give it a "connected rela- 
tionship to the landscape” and make 
it “a building about Vermont.” The 
colter's three elements are faced in 
reclaimed Vermont marble that the 
architect says is cut from “an elephant's 
graveyard of marble in a big yard with 



ARCHITECTURE 



old, rusty equipment” near Rutland. A 
Bennington-trained potter fashioned 
different tiles for each bathroom. 

The Middlebury exhibit will contain 
sketches, models, a set of working draw- 
ings, descriptions 
of false starts and 
samples of the 
materials used. It 
focuses on pro- 
cess, says Tsien, 

“because what's 
seen in architec- 
ture is the finished 
products.” Tsien’s 
talk will address 
how her firm's ar- 
chitectural vision 
has developed. 

“We're very in- 
terested in making 
places rather than 
making objects,” she explains, and adds 
that restraint is a major aspect of the 
couple's aesthetic. “We don’t want to 
have a trademark look,” she says — an 


aim dial distinguishes the firm from 
the approach of so-called “starchitects” 
such as Frank Gehry and Zaha Hadid. 

The idea of integrating a building 
with its natural surroundings is also 
a touchstone for 
McLeod, whose 
2008 Middlebury 
house abutting a 
nature preserve can 
be viewed on the 
website ArchDaily. 
The architecture 
prof says he’s been 
admiring Williams 
and Tsien’s work 

student at Virginia 
Tech. That school's 
master's program is 
also where McLeod 
met Japanese 
architect Koichiro Aitani: The two col- 
laborated on their thesis work. 

Aitani promises to be another intrigu- 
ing draw, having worked with Pritzker 


Architecture Prize winner Tadao Ando 
before heading to die U.S. to study, 
architecture and work with the long- 
established firm Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill in San Francisco, among others. 
(He now lives in Japan.) Aitani's exhibit 
and talk will use his own photos — he’s a 
photographer, too — to address a range 
of topics. They include large-scale proj- 
ects such as his winning design, while at 
SOM, for the Oakland Cathedral; and the 
current post-tsunami situation in Japan, 
“to emphasize that architects need to 
consider not just design and beauty but 
safety issues,” says McLeod. The exhibit 
will also explore Japanese gardens as a 
way of addressing the historically differ- 
ent Eastern view of harmony between 
nature and humans. “He’ll be the first 
non-Western architect we've brought 
in," notes McLeod of Aitani. 

Meanwhile, architecture fans can 
form their own opinions on Tsien and 
Williams' Bennington College building, 
and hear from the source how such proj- 
ects take shape. ® 

B Billie Tsien lecture on Thursday. 

October 13. 7 p.m.Dana Auditorium; 
exhibition through October 19. Koichiro 
Aitani lecture on Thursday. October 27. 7 
p.m.. Johnson Memorial Building. Room 
304; exhibition October 20 through 
November 3. Both exhibits in the Johnson 
Memorial Building Middlebury College. 
middlebury.edu/arts 
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all he has to do is sit and 

about hearing this music 
performed live," he says. 
"It's like having a number 
of my children get up on 


Chorus 

Lines 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 
Brookfield composer erik nielsen 
has a way with notes and words. 

But for an upcoming concert, he 
will hone a new skill: producing. Tm 
a committee of one — from doing 
the posters to renting the space, 
and fundraising,' Nielsen says. 

Tm used to doing publicity, but 
I'm not so comfortable with being 
the producer." Still, frustrated by a 
dearth of performances of his many 
vocal and choral works. Nielsen 
decided to take matters into his 
own hands. He invited some of his 
favorite singers and musicians — 'a 
wonderful group, almost all I've 
worked with in the past," he says 
— and chose a time and place. "Its 
something I'vejust been feeling the 
need to do for a long time," Nielsen 
says, referring to an entire concert 
devoted to the voice. 

He gave a simple name to the 
show, "Choral and Vocal Works of 
Erik Nielsen," but a much fancier 
one to his chamber chorus: voces 
dulcissimae — in Latin, the "sweetest 
voices." His soloist will be mezzo- 

soprano WENDY HOFFMAN FARRELL. MARY 

janeaustin will be on piano, and 
the instrumental quintet is October 
strings. All will be under the music 
direction of larry hamberlin. Once 
the concert begins, Nielsen notes, 


Nielsen's figurative 
children are five 
multifaceted pieces, 
four of them world 
premieres— meaning 
that the works have 
not been performed 
at all publicly, or not 
in their entirety. Two of them were 
written specifically forthis concert. 
The first piece, Time's Shadow," is 
a set of three songs with text by 
Nielsen's ex-wife, poet Barbara s. 
nielsen. The second, "The Trajectory 
of Flight," is a six-song cycle based 
on poems by jean l connor. 'Her 
poems were a revelation to me," 
Nielsen says. "She is wonderful in 
how she can make a poem about 
existence even though it's only 
concerned with the sound of a 
thrush at nightfall." The second 
half of the concert presents the 
unaccompanied chorus singing 
another of Connor's poems, 
"Summer"; then comes an older 
piece never fully performed, Nielsen 
says: “A Solitary Voice," with lyrics by 
poet david buobill And finally, three 
songs set to text from Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night. 

Another first: Nielsen plans to 
record the performance both nights 
andmakeaCD. For that project, 
he may take encouragement 
from his success in fundraising 
for this concert: "I’ve reached my 
goal financially— which is very 
gratifying — a total of about $8000." 
Nielsen reveals. "For a self-employed 
composer, that’s pretty good.' ® 


n "Choral and Vocal Works of Erik 
u Nielsen," Elley-Long Music 
Center, Colchester. Friday and 
Saturday, October 14 and IS, at 7:30 
p.m. $20/10 seniors, 
erikniel sen mu sic.com 
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Are you anxious or jumpy? Withdrawn? 
Not enjoying things? Can’t sleep? 

FREE PTSD TREATMENT STUDY 
FOR 0IF/0EF VETERANS 

Weill Cornell Medical College and University of Vermont College of 
Medicine are seeking adults for a research study of treatment for 
posttraumatic stress disorder. Receive 12 FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
individual therapy sessions via videoconferencing, plus either a low-dose 
antibiotic (D-Cycloserine) or placebo. We are testing whether psychotherapy 
plus this drug is more effective than psychotherapy alone. 

Interested? Call Dr. Megan Olden at 212-821-0786 
(meo9011@med.cornell.edu) or Dr. Terry Rabinowitz, 
at 802-847-4727 for a free evaluation. 

Weill Cornell Medical College IRB protocol no. 0802009646, approved 05/02/2008. 



STATEO/THEarte 
Screening of Vermont- 
Shot Lovecraft Film 
Benefits Flooded Main 
Street Museum 


BY ALICE LEVITT 

ot long after the floods of 1927, 
a young writer named H.P. 
Lovecraft visited the poet Vrest 
Orton in Guilford, Vt Lovecraft 
was inspired to write a fantastical story 
titled 'The Whisperer in Darkness," about 
nearby Townshend and 'tertain odd sto- 
ries of things found floating in some of the 
swollen rivers,” as he wrote in its pages. In 
1930. the still-struggling Lovecraft pub- 
lished his story in the serial publication 
Weird Tales. 

Eighty years later. “Whisperer" has 
come lull circle from its origins in a 
Vermont disaster. On October 20, a movie 
based on the story will help raise funds 
for a casualty of another historic flood 

White River Junction^ main street 
museum 

Lovecraft would eventually become 
known as one of the fathers of American 
horror writing, with his very own Hi*. 
Lovecraft Historical Society. That orga- 
nization produced the new film version 
of "Whisperer,” which was shot partly in 
Landgrove, Chester and Bellows Falls and 
at the West River i n Jamaica State Park over 
five packed days in the summer of 2009. 
“I'm willing to bet that stretch of West River 
is no longer there,” says legendary comic- 
book artist Stephen bissette, who's been 
instrumental in arranging the benefit. 

Native Vermonter Bissette teaches at 
the CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES ill White 
River Junction. As floodwaters rose six 
feet on the night of August 28, students and 
faculty of the school saved the collection 
of its schulz library from the first floor of 
the Main Street Museum. The museum’s 
storage area and two tenants' businesses 
on a lower level were destroyed, but the 
collections of books and 'zincs all made it 
out safely. Afterward, Bissette, who was at 
home in Windsor during the flood, asked 
his colleagues what he could do. “Help 
David.” was their answer, says Bissette. 
referring to Main Street Museum owner 
DAVID FAIRBANKS FORD. 

Bissette immediately called his close 
friend and book collaborator, Vermont 
horror novelist and folklorist Joseph citro 
The pair had already been trying to entice 
the makers of The Whisperer in Darkness. 
Andrew Leman and Sean Branney, to hold 
a premiere in Vermont. When Bissette 
contacted them about connecting the flood- 
based film to a flood benefit, Leman and 
Branney consented to two screenings free 
of charge to the oiganizers. Even better, 



they made some very special donations to 
the Main Street Museum 

Director Branney used several min- 
iatures in the film, including tiny sets 
depicting the hills of Townshend, a New 
Hampshire bam and a Stonehenge-like 
structure built by the Mi-Go, a race of 
fungoid creatures who secretly populate 
rural Vermontin Lovccraft's story. He has 
donated those miniatures to the museum. 

The models will be on display this 
Thursday, when The Whisperer in 
Darkness lias its Vermont premiere at the 
Hotel Coolidge in White River Junction. 

Before the screening, over a dinner 
that Bissette anticipates may include 
Lovecraftian foods such as oysters and 
calamari, he and Citro will present an il- 
lustrated lecture on subjects ranging from 
the 1927 flood to Lovccraft's reasons for 
visiting Vermont The writers are also 
preparing a chapbook for the occasioa 
featuring essays, illustrations and film 
stills. A silent auction will include several 
props donated by the filmmakers. 

Looking back on the story spawned by 
the 1927 floods. Bissette hopes his benefit 
win't be die only artistic boon to arise from 
the muddy waters Irene left. “I’m willing 
to bet that we end up with a little wave of 
post-flood literature, comics and films. I'm 
expecting to see some Vermont posts poca- 
lyptie fiction,” he says Bissette. ® 

Oil' Whisperer in Darkness Vermont 

p.m. S100. Mo/ie screeningsareat8 and 10 pm 

S2S for first screening: SIS for second. 

mainstreetmuseumoigfwfcl. 




Vermont Pianist Looks 
Forward to a Larger 
Audience ... in China 



S ince moving to 
Vermont in 1996, 

Shelburne pianist 
PAUL ORGEL has 
become something of a 
fixture in the state's clas- 
sical scene. He performs 
regularly, both live and 
on Vermont Public Radio 
He teaches in the green 
MOUNTAIN CHAMBER MUSIC 
FESTIVAL and as an affiliate 
artist at the University of 
Vermont; his private stu- 
dents tend to be the area’s 
most advanced. Orgel also 
helps organize concert series at both St The concert opens with Schubert's 
Michael's College and UVM that pair Sonata No. 21 in B-flat written a few 


music with other topics in the humanities. 

Recently, though, Orgel lias been 
lured away from Vermont's small, but 
nonetheless vibrant classical-music scene 
to a place on die opposite end of the scale: 
China. This weekend, he'll give a solo 
recital previewing his October concert 
tourof two cities in southeastern China. 

Orgel first 

performed in that 
•'thrilling" country in 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 


attend the wedding of 
a former student He gave three concerts 
arranged by families of his students, most 
of whom are Chinese American. This time, 
with dial same former student now acting 
as his manager, Orgel will perform and 
offer master classes in Xiamen - in a 600- 
seat state-of-the-art concert hall — and in 
Nanjing die country’s fourth-largest city. 

It’s not just China's bigger audiences 
that appeal to this nuanced performer. 

There's a different audience around 
classical music there,” Orgel observes. 
“China's growing middle and upper 
classes want their children to appreciate 
Western classical music." As a result, he 
says, “a lot of young people" attended his 

By comparison, he adds, in America, 
that kind of energy around classical music 
is “not a growing part of our culture." 
Neither is it a waning one, though; Orgel 
has noticed "it's being given new life by 
Asians in the US.” 

Orgel's trip to China is part of a larger 
plan to “keep growing and setting new 
goals” as a musician, he says. He doesn't 
speak Chinese — the 56-year-old insists 
he's too old to learn — but no matter: The 
Schubert, Dvorak, Chopin and Weber 
pieces lie'll play need no translation. 


weeks before the composer died at the 
age of 31. “It's very possibly my favorite 
piece of piano music." says Orgel. It’s also 
long, but “you wouldn't want to cut it,” he 
adds, citing composer and critic Robert 
Schumanns description of the piece as 
having “a heavenly length." 

Next follow two mazurkas and a waltz 
by Dvorak, selected partly in tribute to 
the Czech heritage 
Orgel shares with the 
composer. Dvorak 

is better known for 

his symphonies; his 
piano music is “hardly ever played." says 
the pianist, though he deems it on a par 
with Chopin's. 

Orgel chose Chopin's Barcarolle 
because “it's one of those pieces that make 
people who like it swoon at the idea of it.’’ 

The program ends with two virtuosic 
pieces by Carl Maria von Weber, the work 
of whom Orgel is reviving; the composer 
was most popular in die first half of the 
20th century. 

When Orgel finishes chatting about 

UVM Recital Hall piano to rehearse, any 
talk about the pieces seems immaterial 
compared to hearing them. Placing his 
fingerson die keys, he pauses for a moment 
“It's hard to start” he says quietly into the 
nearly empty space. Then he delves into 
the Schubert sonata's opening movement 
and its theme — sublime, almost yearning, 
and indifferent to national boundaries. ® 


ml Orgel. Sunday. October 
16. 330 p.m, attbe UVM Recital Hall in 
Burlington. $20: students S10. uvm. 
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WHISKEY 

TANGO 

FOXTROT 

We just had to ask... 

What’s under 
the camo tarp 
in Burlington’s 
New North End? 


BY KEVIN 


J. KELLEY 


T he enigma on North Avenue 
that has sdrred the curiosity of 
passersby - a roughly 12- by-12- 
foot tarpaulin weighted down 
by several rocks and bricks - wasn't easy 
to find. My editor had told me to look for 
“plastic sheeting around a house on the 
lake side of North Avenue between the 
Elks Club and the Ethan Allen Shopping 
Center.” But when 1 hiked by that 
roughly 250-yard stretch, no such sheet- 
ing was in sight. Confused, I dismounted 
and walked along the sidewalk, finally 
spotting the piece of plastic that actually 
doesn't come close to covering the lawn, 
let alone surrounding the house. 

I called my editor. Are you sure this 
uninteresting-looking material is what 
you intended as the focus of this week’s 
Whiskey Tango Foxtrot? OK, an assign- 
ment’s an assignment. But there was 
nobody to interview at die ranch house 
with an American flag hanging limply 
from a pole alongside die garage door. No 



name on die mailbox, either, aldiuugh it 
did bear a number: 973. 

In-depth investigative reporting — via 
the reverse directory at switchboard.com 
- produced a telephone number for that 
address, which 1 called six times over the 
next three days. No one answered. And 
so, widi time growing desperately short, 
I returned to the scene on Sunday eve- 
ning to find die homeowner unpacking 
his car. 

“You're not the first person to ask 
about it," he tells me. 

“It’s really nothing amazing. You 
won't find Jimmy Hoffa diere," he jokes, 
motioning toward a bulge at the center 
of die square. “That’s just some bits of 
building material.” 

The North Avenue tarp hasn't been in 
place for nearly as long as Hoffa has been 
missing - the leader of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters disappeared 
in 1975 and was declared legally dead 
seven years later, though the where- 
abouts of his bones remains a mystery. 
The tarp has been there for about five 


years, the owner says. “It’s an uncom- 
pleted project," he adds in an unself- 
conscious understatement 

The tarp covers pieces of stone that, 
this homeowner says, he’ll eventually 
use to construct a wall around a planned 
flower bed. He keeps the square patch 
under wraps to prevent anything from 
growing diere. “It’ll make die digging 
easier,” once he gets around to actually 
building the wall. 

And when might the project be 
completed? 

“Definitely not this year. Maybe next 
year. Or the year after." 

Procrastination seems to be die man’s 
hallmark — but not in the case of the 
tarp itself. He discards the old and rolls 
out the new whenever he decides diat 
Vermont’s weather has made die plastic 
unsightly. The owner recalls starting 
with green plastic, then switching to 
bright blue and, more recently, to camo — 
a progression that has further perplexed 
some New North End commuters. 

“It’s looking a little weadier beaten 


now," he says, seeming to notice for 
the first time the holes and shreds that 
almost — but not quite - allow a visitor 
to see what’s underneath. “Might be time 
to change it again." 

And that’s all there is to report about 
the enigma on North Avenue. 

Except that I’d been shivering inter- 
mittendy ever since using die reverse 
directory, because it had also revealed 
the name of the home’s occupant: Brian 
Hennessey. Here comes the weird part of 
the story. 

I had been given the very same name 
as a nom de plume 30 years earlier. An 
editor at the Guardian, die New York- 
based “in depen dentradical newsweekly" 
that shuttered in 1992, had invented it for 
me because, she said, “it sounds as Irish 

It had been necessary to disguise my 
byline because of my full-time job at 
the time: Capitol Hill press secretary. 
Although the congressman for whom 
I worked, Rep. Ted Weiss, faithfully 
represented one of the most liberal dis- 
tricts in the country — the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan - he probably would 
have been savaged by his more rabid 
colleagues were it known diat his staff 
had been infiltrated by a “communist" 
journalist. 

When I told the real Brian Hennessy 
that he was a character in my personal 
episode of “The Twilight Zone," he said 
he understood why his name had given 
me the willies. “That's really strange,” he 
affirmed. 

Hennessey declined to have his pic- 
ture taken and would not say where he 
works, but he and I did have a pleasant g 
chat in his driveway. After all, he was m 
wearing a Derek Jeter jersey — and \ 
Jeter’s my favorite ballplayer, too. © g 
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POLI PSY ON THE PUBLIC USES ANO ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUDITH LEVINE = 


The 99 Percent Fight Back — Finally! 


B eneath the place that is 
now Foley Square, in lower 
Manhattan, there was once a 
spring- fed pond. The pond sent 
out streams that flowed east and west to 
die East and Hudson rivers, which pour 


are not going to get it, or at least not pub- 
licize what they do get. 

Still, anger and frustration were 
not the main emotions rising from 
Wednesday’s crowd, nor are they in 
the village flourishing between Ground 


around die southern tip of Manhattan Zero and the Stock Exchange. 


o New York Harbor, which in turn 
opens through the Narrows and across 
another bay to the wide Atlantic Ocean. 
Now, play that backwards - ocean 
dirougli bay through straits to harbor, 
harbor to rivers, rivers to streams to 
pond. Skip to 20U, and you get a sense 
of last Wednesday's march in support of 
Occupy Wall Street. It's a confluence of 
people, a vast fluidity of feeling funnel ed 
into a small space, eddying and mixing, 
freshened by an underground spring: 
die kids camping a few blocks south in 
Zuccotd — renamed Liberty — Park, 
and dieir proliferating spawn across the 
nation (including in Burlington). 

The unions streamed into Foley 
Square — nurses and professors, bus 
drivers and janitors — along with the 


First, there is relief thatsomeone is fi- 
nally — finally! — naming the real crime, 
not just the little misdemeanors and 
ethics violations, and the real culprits. 

And after that, there’s elation. 

Enter Liberty Park, past the tall steel 
Mark di Suvero sculpture (called “weird 
red thing” on the map printed in the 
Occupied Wall Street Journal - yes, die 
protestors have a newspaper). Make 
your way around the library and the 
medical station; peruse the signs arrayed 
on the ground (“I came all the way from 
Massachusetts and all I got was a lousy 
summons.” “Prohibition has led to die 
Tbxic Planet"). Wade in amid the impro- 
vised camping gear (the park's private 
owners banned tents and sleeping bags). 
Scramble over die low walls undoubt- 


unemployed, students who walked edly erected to prevent this very si 
out of their classes, babies in Snuglis, of gathering; grab a plate of homemade 
brass bands and spackie-bucket drum- pasta and curried carrot-cranberry salad 
mers, vegan freegans and (as one sign (or, if you prefer, a free hand-rolled 
identified its holder) cigarette). Turn in any 


"meat-eating, sports- 
loving, car-owning, 
working professional 
fadier-h usband”[sj. 

The laid -off Greeks 
were there in spirit, 
too, die fed-up mid- 
dle-class Israelis, the 
Arab revolutionaries 
and - in the flesh, 
camping out with the 
Occupiers — the young 
“Indignados” of Spain. 

If you had to de- 
scribe them all, OWS’ 
of-die-moment class- 
conscious catchall did it best: the 99 
Percent, who are struggling so the 1 
Percent can get richer. Estimates put the 
number of protesters as high as 30,000. 

After weeks of dismissive, seemingly 
willful perplexity, the lames tream media 
(Sarah Palin's phrase is apt) have man- 
aged to capture two of die dominant 
feelings: anger and frustration — at 
anything from onerous student loans 
to capitalism itself, or, as the New York 
Times put it, “whatever." It’s no surprise 
dial the beneficiaries of die kleptocracy 


OCCUPY WALL 
STREET IS NAMING 
THEREAL CRIME, 


direction and strike up 
a conversation - widi 
a retired Puerto Rican 
Mennonite immigra- 
tions- rights counselor, 
a German IT con- 
sultant, a Jamaican 
community college 
student, an unem- 
ployed union electrical 
worker from Boston, 
a Hare Krishna in 
saffron-colored Crocs. 

Talk and talk. You 
cannot tear yourself 
away. Because, in the 
middle of this bleakest of bleak times, 
you are unexpectedly, irrepressibly 
happy. 

Barely a month into its life, OWS is 
fielding challenges from all sides. What 
are its demands? What are its plans? 
Who are its leaders? The left is impatient. 
The Democrats are nervous. And the 
right — suddenly upstaged by a bunch 
of scruffy lads — is hatching conspiracy 
theories. The funniest one, advanced by 
Timothy Kelly, an opinion writer for die 
brokers' newsletter Forex, is that OWS 


is “a premeditated and staged event by 
Democrats to reinvent die party and 
liberal causes. The very convenient and 
deliberate escalation of diis movement 
has been managed by professional PR 
personnel, funded by an established 
organization and orchestrated from a 
higher level from the beginning.” Ann 
Coulter is calling the Occupiers Nazis. 

In the park, OWS is trying to get its 
political act together while inventing an 
anarchist minibureaucracy. Everyone 
is fed, trash is cleaned up, compost col- 
lected. Committees — Comfort, Legal, 
Facilitation, Finance - meet, along with 
a nighdy General Assembly (Finance 
to GA: “We're trying to put in place the 
proper protocols...”). 

But the neighbors are complaining to 
the community board about disruption 
of their “quality of life.” The city, having 
struck a kind of truce by ceding the park 
to die Occupiers and setting die police 
on them when they stray, may be consid- 
ering evicting them. 

And diere are signs of fatigue among 
the diehards: They are wet, dirty and - 
in spite of a larp-covered media center 
and live streaming of their activities 
— surprisingly cut off from the world. 
Only a few attend meetings regularly. 
(Considering they’re aiming for consen- 
sus, this may be a good thing.) 

And yet, they keep working at that pe- 
rennial utopian experiment, described 


by Monica Lopez, from Madrid, as she 
stood on a wall speaking through the in- 
genious human sound system by which 
each of the speaker's phrases is repeated 
by a group so the crowd can hear. 

“It is a new kind of politics,” Lopez 

It is a new kind of politics (repeated 
the repeaters). 

“I don’t come here to affi rm who I am 
already.” 

I don't come here to affirm who I am 
already. 

“But to discover who I can be with 
odier people.” 

But to discover who I can be with other 

She continued: 

“We make a city.-" 

We make a city ... 

"... inside the city...” 

... inside the city ... 

"... to show the city ..." 
to show the city ... 

“... how the cite can be.” 

_. how the city can be. 

Occupy Wall Street doesn't have 
demands — yet. It has desires. Let the 
springs flow. © 
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Dear Cecil, 

About 20 years ago when I 
lived in Vancouver, I watched 
a TV local news segment 
about how the University of 
British Columbia's forestry 
department had created 
a system for injecting 
hormones into growing 
trees to produce a "square 
tree." Much was made of the 
advantages for the lumber 
industry: reduction of 
waste and so on. It seemed 
promising atthe time, but 
I've never heard any more 
about it. So I’ve decided to 
ask the wise owl of the woods 
-Cecil. 

Greg Kerr 

I love this concept Square 
trees! Another shining 
example of organizing the 
chaos of nature along more 
efficient industrial lines. (And no. 
Tm not talking about that public 
radio April Fool’s piece you can 
find with a little Gooding. This 
was 100 percent legit.) As so often 
happens, inertia and distractions 
delayed implementation, and 
the fellow who came up with 
the original concept has moved 
on to other things. So it’s time 
for the Teeming Millions to pick 
up the ... eh, “torch” may not be 
the best metaphor when you’re 
talking about forests. Let's just 
say there’s challenging work to 
be done. 

The genius behind the square 
tree was Robert Falls, who in the 
late 1980s was a PhD candidate in 
the U. of B.C. botany department 
Falls noticed that some tree 



trunks exposed to high winds 
had become less round in cross 
section — they’d grown thicker 
on their leeward and windward 
sides to buttress themselves. 
Falls theorized that flexing of the 
bark by the wind encouraged the 
cambium — the layer of growth 
cells just beneath the bark — to 
produce extra wood, lb test 
his theory, Falls subjected trees 
to what he thought might be 

them with surgical tools. Sure 
enough, more wood grew at the 
site of the scars. 

Hearing the news, a professor 
in the university’s wchk! science 
department suggested Falls try 
using this discovery to grow 


igetstni^H? Cecil Adams can dellve 
;e Cecil Adams at the Chicago Reader. 

• sUalghtdope.com. 


Square trees would be a boon to 
the lumber industry. Since boards 
are flat and trees are round, only 
55 to 60 percent of the average 
log can be sawed into lumber — 
the rest winds up getting turned 
into paper pulp and the like, or 
just gets thrown away. So Falls 
obligingly scarred seedlings 
of several species (western 
redeedar. black cottonwood, and 
redwood) at 90-degree intervals 
around their trunks. The trees 
responded as hoped, becoming 
“unmistakably squarish," he tells 

The beauty of the Falls system 
was its simplicity - despite 
what you remember hearing, no 
hormones were needed. Early 
attempts to produce square trees 
required growing them in square 
molds. Today the Japanese can 


But these methods are resource 
intensive. The Falls method 
merely required n little precision 
ripping and teat 


Squar. 


g FallssolvedaU these problems. 

| His approach to lumbering 
preserved the cambium, in 
simplest form by slicing open the 
tree, harvesting the mature wood 
in the center and unrolling what 
was left - the cambium plus bark 
— into a more or less flat sheet. 
The roots would remain attached 
at the bottom, and the branches 
and leaves at the top, so the tree 
would continue to grow and the 
cambium would produce more 
wood, only in flat form. 

When the flat piece of wood 
got thick enough, you'd slice it 
off, like cutting a slice of bread 
from a loaf, and leave the tree to 
grow the next one. I grant you a 
forest of flat trees might look a 
little funky, but if you grew the 
trees hydro ponically, you could 
leave the natural forests alone. 

Alas, Falls's schemes for 
growing square trees and boards 
were ahead of their time. He 
had a doctoral thesis on another 
subject to finish, and the lumber 
industry showed little interest, 
so square trees didn't get past 
the intriguing-idea stage. (The 
biggest was less than a centimeter 




In 1989 Falls 
awarded a Canadian patent for 
an "Expanded Wood Growing 
Process." a bland title that fails to 
capture the revolutionary nature 
of the concept. Square trees by 

The young scientist had come up 
with a way to grow boards. 

The logic was this: 
Conventional logging is wasteful 
and strips the land bare. It 
also destroys what’s arguably 
the most valuable part of the 
tree, namely the thin layer of 
cambium, which is what grows 


the 


he 
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managed to do with his board- 
growing technique was a bench- 
scale redwood. He says the 
process is best suited to making 
high-quality veneers. 

Board, veneers ... let’s not 
quibble about semantics. The 
point is, you can grow flat pieces 
of wood in the lab. Whether you 
can do so in the field, so to speak, 
remains to be demonstrated. 
That’s the challenge for some 
ambitious Straight Dope reader. 

complicated formass production. 
I just want to live in a world 
where it’s been done. 
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T he receptionist at Green 
Mountain Power’s Colchester 
headquarters smiles warmly 
before buzzing the boss to say 
her nine o’clock has arrived. Photos of 
happy utility workers adorn the small 
waiting area. As with almost every room 
in the building, the walls are glass. 

Beyond the front desk, die floor plan 
is open; bright colors, high ceilings and 
low-slung cubicles are everywhere. 
GMP employees also meet in “virtual’’ 
conference rooms that have no walls 
whatsoever — just a table, chairs and 
lines on the floor where walls would 
be, like staging marks on a community- 
dieater set. 

The work space of Vermont’s second- 
largest utility revolves around two 
prominent features: One is a floor-to- 
ceiling schematic of GMP’s energy grid, 
with video monitors, computer screens 
and LED readouts. The other major hub 
of activity is the kitchen, where employ- 
ees can congregate or grab a piece of 
fruit, a bowl of granola or some other 
healthful snack. 

Just an apple's throw from the 
kitchen, in the most heavily trafficked 
part of die building, is the desk of GMP 
president and CEO Mary PowelL Like 
everyone at GMP, she doesn’t have a 
private office or gatekeeper. She works 
at a stand-up desk that takes up minimal 
square footage. 

Powell’s egalitarian workstation, 
like all of GMP's architecture, was de- 
signed to reflect her corporate credo of 
openness, efficiency and accessibility. 
Anyone who walks by Powell’s desk can 
see what’s on her computer and hear her 
phone conversations. “If I have to whis- 
per," she notes, “1 probably shouldn't be 
saying it.” 

The story of Powell's rise to promi- 
nence at GMP is well known in Vermont 
business circles: how, in 1998, she joined 
a bloated utility on die verge of bank- 
ruptcy and, widi no prior experience in 
die energy industry, transformed it into 
die lean, green corporate machine it is 
today. By the time she took over as presi- 
dent and CEO, in August 2008, she had 
become what David O'Brien, the former 
public service commissioner under Gov. 
Jim Douglas, calls “the standard-bearer 
for how to run a utility." 

Powell is now poised to command 
more power tlian ever, figuratively and 
literally. Just months ago, she brokered 
die purchase of the state’s largest util- 
ity, Central Vermont Public Service, by 
GMP's parent, Gaz Metro of Montreal 
The merged CVPS and GMP will serve 
diree out of every four electric custom- 
ers in Vermont and oversee the rollout 
of smart-grid technology, an innovation 
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How GMP’s Mary Powell is transforming 
Vermont's utility landscape 

BY KEN PICARD 


that has die potential to redefine die role 
of “utilities” in our lives. 

The merger still needs final approval 
from the Public Service Board, but two 
facts are certain: The company’s new 
name will include the words “Green 
Mountain,” and Powell will be running 
the show. 

It’s been quite a year for Powell, who 
turned 51 on the day of our interview. 
In January, she chaired die inaugural 
committee for newly elected Gov. Peter 
Shumlin and threw him a “ball" that 
drew a crowd of more than 1000 sup- 
porters and dignitaries. 

In May, Powell announced that GMP 
had secured an agreement with NextEra 
Energy to buy power from its Seabrook 
nuclear plant in New Hampshire. The 
contract, to provide about a fifth of 
GMP’s energy portfolio over the next 
two decades, barely got a reaction from 
antinuke activists, in stark contrast to 
ongoing public pressure to close down 
Vermont Yankee. 

Also in May, GMP got a certificate 
of public good to start construction on 
a 21-turbine, 63-megawatt wind project 
on Lowell Mountain in die Nordie3st 
Kingdom. When the Kingdom 
Community Wind project is completed, 
in late 2012, it’s expected to generate 
enough power to light more than 24,000 
homes. The $156 million project brings 
GMP a giant step closer to fulfilling 
Powell’s goal, announced shordy before 
she took the reins three years ago: to get 
a 10th of GMP’s energy from wind by 
2032. 

But 2011 hasn’t been a total breeze, 
either for Powell or GMP. The Lowell 
project faces resistance from detractors 
who denounce the ridgeline develop- 
ment as too large, destructive and out of 
character with Vermont’s environmen- 
tal ethic. Critics include Steve Wright, 
the former Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
commissioner. In a September 29 op-ed 
published in the New York Times - 
where Powell’s brother, Michael, works 
as a columnist — Wright condemned 
die project as "ecologically disastrous" 
and “a desecration in the name of ‘green’ 
energy." Just days ago, the Agency of 
Natural Resources temporarily halted 
work on the project, citing violations of 
the Clean Water Act 

Yet few expect ANR’s latest action to 
be more than a speed bump in GMP’s 
ambitious drive to convert its energy 
portfolio from fossil fuels to cleaner 
renewables. Just weeks ago, Shumlin 
unveiled the state’s first comprehensive 
energy plan in more dian a decade. In 
it he proposed meeting 90 percent of 
Vermont’s total energy needs from re- 
newable power by 2050. To reach diat 


goal, he and other state officials will 
be looking in large part, to GMP and 
Powell to lead the way. 

P owell perfectly embodies die com- 
pany she has reinvented over the 
last 13 years: She's trim, energetic and 
looks younger than her age. A frequent 
runner, she has a marathoner’s build, a 
perky haircut and outdoorsy good looks. 
Her easygoing style beliesa tireless work 
ethic and die entrepreneurial spirit of a 
Silicon Valley techie. 

Powell describes herself as “hard- 
wired for efficiency,” which is a recur- 
ring dieme in virtually every project 
she's undertaken. David Coates, the 
Democratic elder statesman from 
Colchester, says that's why he and then- 
governor Jim Douglas asked Powell 
to cochair the Vermont Institute on 
Government Effectiveness in 2003. The 
goal was to trim government waste and 
save taxpayers money. Powell may lack 
formal education in engineering or 
physics, Coates says, but she seems to 
have an instinct for moving "power” via 
the path of least resistance. 

That includes political power. 
Indeed, a number of recent news reports 
have commented on the direct line that 
seems to run between GMP headquar- 
ters and the governor’s office. As Shay 
Totten noted in his July 6 Fair Game 
column for Seven Days, die inaugural 
ball that Powell organized raised nearly 
$190,000 from private and corporate 
donors. Little wonder, Totten noted, 
that Shumlin spoke so enthusiastically 
about Gaz Metro's bid to buy CVPS 
but extended a chillier reception to its 
Newfoundland-based suitor, Fortis. 

But while Powell may be on the 
short list of Vermont business leaders 
who can seriously influence policy in 
Montpelier — she claims the media have 
vastly overstated her ties to the governor 
- she doesn't see herself as a “political 
person," and certainly not an “ideologi- 
cal” one. 

“Not at all,” she insists. “My passion 
is getting important things done for 
this state. And my loyalty is always to 
people who, I believe, are doing tilings 
that excite me in terms of meaningful 
change. I just love Vermont” 

Coates, who was recently appointed 
the new chair of the Vermont Long- 
Term Recovery Disaster Group, agrees 
with Powell's self-assessment. “I don't 
think she's political," he says. “With 
Mary, what you see is what you get.” 

Lawmakers who've watched Powell 
for years in the Statehouse echo that 
impression. 

"She's a straight shooter," says Rep. 
Tony Klein (D -Montpelier) who chairs 


the House Natural Resources and Energy 
Committee. “I may not always agree widi 
what she does .. but she tells it like it is, 
and I have a great deal of respect for that." 

Indeed, Klein had harsh words for 
GMP last spring, after it announced 
its deal with Seabrook. At the time, he 
called it “hypocrisy" diat GMP would 
counterbalance the serious environmen- 
tal issues associated with nuclear waste 
by celebrating nuclear's relatively low 
carbon footprint 

Still, the Seabrook deal was a bril- 
liant stroke. By securing a 23-year power 
purchase agreement, Powell appeased 
bodi sides of the nuclear debate: She se- 
cured for the forseeable future an energy 
source that’s safer, cheaper and more 



reliable than Vermont Yankee - and 
Not in Our Backyard. And, because the 
agreement calls for gradually reduc- 
ing GMP's reliance on Seabrook from 
60 to 40 megawatts over the life of the 
contract, Powell also fulfilled her 2008 
promise to reduce GMP’s dependence 
on nuclear. 

Finally, by securing a purchase price 
that is several cents lower per kilowatt- 
hour titan power from Vermont Yankee, 
Powell effectively made VY relicensing 
a nonissue for major GMP customers, 
including IBM, the state’s largest energy 


Barbara Grimes, general manager 
of the Burlington Electric Department, 
says that even before the legislature 
voted against relicensing VY, Powell was 
already traveling around Vermont talk- 
ing abouthowGMP would “ramp down” 
nuclear as it “ramps up” renewables. 

“That’s somedting many Vermonters 
wanted to hear," Grimes says. "Notice, 
she didn’t say 'shut' or ‘close down.' She 
said ‘ramp down.’ 

“While Mary certainly understands 
her corporate responsibilities,” Grimes 
adds, “she also understands what it 
means to do business in Vermont and 
wants to do it in a way that works for 
Vermonters.” 



I MAY NOT ALWAYS 
AGREE WITH WHAT 
SHE DOES... BUT SHE 


TEUSITUKEITIS, 

AND I HAVE A GREAT DEAt 
OF RESPECT FOR THAT. 


REP. TONY KLEIN 
(D-MONTPELIER) 


P owell grew up on the Upper West 
Side of New York City, die young- 
est of three children. Her connection to 
Vermont was a seasonal one; the Powell 
family spent summers on Malletts Bay. 

Powell attended what was then 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of 
Music & Art and Performing Arts, and 
long assumed she’d follow in her actor 
father’s footsteps. But even as a child, 
she seemed more inclined to direct 
odiers and admits her siblings and 
friends described her as “bossy." 

After earning a degree in arts and 
music at New Hampshire's Keene State 


College, Powell returned to New York 
City, where she got a job as a technical 
writer at die Reserve fund. Seven years 
later, at age 28, she was promoted to as- 
sociate director of operations. Despite 
her lack of a business education, the 
money-market fund grew from $200 
million to $3.5 billion during her tenure. 
That kind of performance has become 
Powell’s pattern. 

In 1989, Powell and her husband, 
Mark Brooks, moved to Vermont, where 
they started four different companies. 
Among them is Spot the Dog, which sells 
reflective outerwear for pets. Brooks 
still runs it out of the South Hero home 
die couple shares with their 15-year-old 
daughter, Alexandra. Powell and Brooks 
are also landlords; they own the building 
that houses Blue Paddle Bistro. 

Powell came to GMP from a VP posi- 
tional the Bank of Vermont in early 1998, 
a critical moment in die utility’s history. 
The company had recendy spun off an 
unregulated subsidiary called Green 
Mountain Energy and in die process lost 
some key managers. 

Worse, GMP had just gotten hit with 
an "adverse order” from die PSB, which 
essentially prevented the utility from 
recouping $22 million from ratepayers 
to comply widi its energy contract with 
Hydro-Quebec. Simply put GMP was in 
dire financial straits. 

Although Powell was hired as vice 
president of human resources and or- 
ganizational development, "It was the 
‘organizational development' piece that 
I drove a truck through,” she says. 

Steve Terry, a former GMP vice 
president who worked diere from 1985 
to 2006, has a “long history" of watching 
Powell in action; as a partner at Worth 
Mountain Consulting in Middlebury, he 
still does consulting work for die utility. 
Terry says thatneitherhe northen-CEO 
Chris Dutton ever doubted Powell’s 
instincts. 

“It became very clear to Chris, and 
certainly to me, that Mary’s skill was in 
how to create and run an effective op- 
eration,” Terry says. Widiin six months, 
she completed a top-to-bottom effi- 
ciency review of the company. She also 
relocated GMP out of its lavish South 
Burlington headquarters, derisively 
called the "glass palace," with its marble 
staircases and executive washrooms. 

“To me, the glass palace spoke to 
disconnection with customers,” Powell 
explains. “It spoke of disconnection 
from reality." 

Powell also seized on the idea that 
GMP could boost its customer service by 
employing new technologies. She issued 
laptops and cellphones to line workers 
GREEN MOUNTAIN POWELL » R32 
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to reduce their paperwork and so they 
could respond faster to customers. 

Most importantly, Powell changed 
GMP's stuffy and bureaucratic culture 
and made it, as she puts it, “fast, fun and 
friendly." She recognized that GMP had 
many talented and creative people but 
also needed to position itself to attract 
the next generation of employees. 

First, there was die problem of cut- 
ting staff from 345 employees down to 
210. But Powell, who’d just come from a 
major downsizing at Bank of Vermont, 
made it clear to CEO Dutton that she 
wasn’t interested in overseeing massive 
layoffs. Instead, older GMP workers 
were offered early retirements with gen- 
erous separation packages. As she puts 
it, “It was done in the most humane way 
possible.” 

“There were some senior leaders 
who did not think she could succeed, 
and at least two of them took an early 
buyout because they were convinced she 
wouldn't," Terry notes. In fact, others in 
Vermont's utility industry fully expected 
Powell to “crash and bum,” Terry says. 

She didn't, he asserts, because she 
approached GMP’s business less like a 
regulated utility and more like what it 
is: a customer-service industry. In 2002, 
Dutton appointed Powell chief operat- 
ing officer. By 2006, he says, it was clear 
to everyone that one day Powell would 
run the company. 

W hen Gaz Mdtro first expressed 
an interest in buying GMP in 
2005, Powell admits that, like most 
Vermonters, she had never even heard 
of Quebec's largest natural gas company. 
This, despite the fact that Gaz Metro 
had owned Vermont Gas Systems since 
1986. But Powell's interest was piqued by 
“how incredibly different their culture 
was from the classic American corporate 
utility culture.” Gaz Metro, Powell says, 
“felt different And they are different." 

In some respects, the $187 million 
deal, which closed in June 2006, has 
made Powell’s job easier. Rather than 
answering to thousands of sharehold- 
ers, she now had just one. That means 
fewer board meetings. And, as Powell 
predicted, Gaz Metro allowed GMP 
management to run it as a “Vermont 
company." 

“It’s deep in dieir DNA,” she says. 
“They have an incredible respect for 
local governance and local decision 
malting.” 

Terry says Powell’s business savvy in 
negotiating die Gaz Metro purchase of 


GMP later proved invaluable in convinc- 
ing Sophie Brochu, Gaz Metro’s current 
president and CEO, that die GMP/C VPS 
merger would be good for both com- 
panies. After all, without Gaz Metro’s 
financial resources, the merger would 
not be possible. 

Powell was hardly the first person to 
think of combining Vermont’s largest 
electric utilities under one roof. When 
she first suggested the idea — after a 
week on the job in 1998 - she says, “I 
was humbled to find out diat people 
had been saying that for 40 years.” 
Nevertheless, Powell was the one to 
make it happen. 

“The theme of my whole career has 
been all about ... how you set a vision, 
how you set a strategy and then how you 
execute," Powell says. “Good ideas are a 
dime a dozen. Implementation is rare.” 

Terry insists it wasn't Powell’s politi- 
cal connections but her business savvy 
that allowed her to succeed where 
others had not. With a potential savings 
to Vermont ratepayers of $144 million in 


die first 10 years, and almost $500 mil- 
lion over 20 years, Terry says the GMP/ 
CVPS merger is “a no-brainer.” 

“No question that Shumlin liked the 
savings potential," he adds. “But it wasn’t 
because of politics. It was because of the 

From his perspective, Rep. Klein sees 
the GMP/CVPS merger as a “lost oppor- 
tunity” for Vermonters to own a public 

“Having said that,” he adds, “out of all 
die companies in Vermont, die one diat 
1 would want buying the odier ones and 
running the show today is led by Mary 
Powell." 

Clearly, Powell has her work cut out 
for her as she merges two vastly differ- 
ent corporate cultures. From Klein's 
perspective, CVPS is “stuck in the dark 
ages" and “very stodgy and resistant to 

Understandably, Powell speaks 
more diplomatically about the 540 
CVPS employees who will soon join 
her team. Compared with GMP's more 


"entrepreneurial" culture, she describes 
the Rutland-based utility 


"formal," “risk averse” and "attached to necessary.” 


joke, and made the scientists at the 
Agency of Natural Resources no longer 


GMP and Gaz Metro have promised 
there will be no major layoffs or reloca- 
tions. But Powell sees opportunities to 
streamline the new company. Within 
five years, she notes, 40 percent of 
GMP/CVPS employees will have hit age 


Smith points out that the PSB deci- 
sion to approve the Lowell project, 
widiout a lull investigation into the pos- 
sible environmental damage, passed on 
a 2-to-l vote. In his dissenting opinion, 
PSB member John Burke highlighted 
■ of the problems created by that 


63 and have at least 20 years of service decision. Arguing for additional tech- 


under their belts. 

“We have a once-in-a-lifetime op- 
portunity to make a transition to a more 
cost-effective fiiture without causing constraints 
any harm to people or existing jobs,” that does 
Powell explains. Already, her hard- 
wired efficiency switch is “on.” 

Jeffrey Wimette is business 


nical hearings prior to deciding the 
adequacy of GMP’s remediation plan, 
Burke wrote, “I understand that time 
<ist in this matter ... but 
legitimize the abrogation 
of the parties - constitutional rights." 

Sen. Ginny Lyons (D- Chittenden), 
who chairs the SenateNatural Resources 


ager at the International Brodierhood and Energy Committee, says she would 


of Electrical Workers 
Local 300, which rep- 
resents 107 workers at 
GMP and 230 workers 
at CVPS. He says that, 
despite GMP’s assur- 
ances, there's “still a lot 
of anxiety there" about 
what die takeover will 
mean for CVPS jobs. 

Nevertheless, for a 
union leader he has 
surprisingly positive 
things to say about 
Powell's management 
style. 

“I think Mary re- 
quires a lot out of her 
employees and, in turn, 
they do a lot for her,” 

Wimette says. “She 
runs a tight ship, and 
she's very business 
savvy. But she’s fairly 
easy to get along with and 
looking for the best possible 
how to get there." 

Following her path, though, Powell 
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have preferred tc 
better statewide plan 
for siting projects. “I 
was never thrilled with 
the idea of that ridge- 
line being given over 
to industrial wind," she 


has stepped < 


But while it’s “not a 
perfect project," Lyons 
nevertheless contends 
that GMP and Powell 
“bent over backward 
to ensure that all die 
towns were included 
in the decision-making 
process ... whether 
they're for or against 
the project.” 

Asked about die 
Lowell controversy, 
Powell smiles and 
sighs. She insists that 
the project actually 
always reflects the desire of Vermonters, in- 
ite and eluding those who live in and around 
Lowell, to see more wind projects built 
She notes a Department of 


Smith is executive director of the t 
vironmental group Vermonters for a 
Clean Environment, which represents a 
small but vocal minority of people who 
live near and oppose the Lowell wind 
project, including residents of Albany, 


;. Annette Public Service poll finding dial 90 per- 


of Vermonters supportwind, “e 
if they can see it” Moreover, 75 percent 
of Lowell voters approved of the project 

‘My hope is that Vermonters will 
this with great pride o: 


look 


Eden and Craftsbury. In recent weeks, Powell adds. "Would I like a perfect 


activists have been camped t 
vate land near the construction zone to 
protest what they say are miles of exces- 
sive road building habitat fragmenta- 
tion and wetlands damage. 

“I am amazed by the power and 
influence she has over the Shumlin 
administration,” Smidi says of Powell. 
“I have watched her and Green 
Mountain Power make the public pro- 
cess at the Public Service Board into 


world where Steve Wright and Annette 
Smidi love this project? Who wouldn't? 
But when you have the overwhelming 
majority of society saying they want 
something, you'll still have some people 
saying, ‘Not here.'" ® 
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N ight is falling fast on South 
Burlington, and I find myself 
face to face with not one but 
two women with black eyes. 
Also, a hooker whose nickname sounds 
like "Poop," and a tough-looking chick 
who's laughing about separating some 
girl's ribs three years ago. 

Are they going to beat me? Nope, 
they actually want me to join them — as 
a member of the Burlington Women's 
Rugby Footbal 1 Club. After years of drop- 
ping die ball, the so-called "Burly Girls" 
recendy clawed back up to a Division 
II berth in the New England Rugby 
Football Union, and have now quali- 
fied for regional playoffs on October 23. 
We're at Jaycee Park for one of die 
twice-weekly evening practices, and I’m 
here to chat widi some of die players, 
who range in age from twenty- to fifty- 
something. Some of them have been bat- 
ding cancer and other adversities while 
helping the team win, and win again. 

Rugby is pretty rough and bawdy. But 
spend a litde time with die Burly Girls, 
black eyes and all, and you start to see 
die appeal. 

“You smash somebody on the field, 
and you’re like, 'No hard feelings’ or 
‘Good tackle,’” explains club president 
Maria Godlesld, 35, a supervisor for die 
Vermont Department of Corrections. 
“And dien, 80 minutes later, you're shak- 
ing the other person's hand and sitting 
down for a meal and a beer together. I’m 
always amazed to think about how many 
other women in New England kive this 
sport as much as I do, and I don't know 



Meet the Burly Girls 


Scoring with the Burlington Women's Rugby Football Club 

BY SARAH TUFF 


anodier adult sport that has 
this much of a pull on people." 

A littie history about the 
Burly Girls: They were once 
the Silver Foxes, an offshoot 
of the men's-only Burlington 
Rugby Club diat began in 
1978. “In the '80s there was a 
brief period of time where the 
wives decided they were done 
just watching and wanted to 
play,” says Godleski, a former 
University of Vermont player. 

She says die women’s team 
was resurrected with a new 

Around the same time, 
women’s rugby was beginning 
to gain some national traction; 
an official U.S. under-23 team 
was formed, followed by new 
college teams and high school 
programs around the country. Still, 
recruiting and keeping solid players for 
the Burlington team was a struggle "We 
don’t have the population to draw from, 
as compared to Boston or New York,” 
says 35-year-old Liz Royer, who joined 
the squad in 2001 after playing for Ohio 
Wesleyan University. She now heads up 
recruiting efforts. 

Royer adds diat the Burly Girls also 
have had trouble retaining coaches, and 
had to combine with the Saranac Lake 
Mountaineers in order to field a full 
“side"; they were dropped to Division III 
for a year. But now, with coaches Tree 
Bertram and Tiffany Renaud on board, 
the team has not only earned back its 


Division II spot but controls it, winning 
games this season and landing the play- 
off game, to be held on home turf. 

"It's been incredible to be part of the 
upward swing," says Winooski’s Emily 
Morgan, 27, who founded a rugby team 
at Lake Forest College and began play- 
ing for Burlington in 2009. “We’ve had 
more and more women coming out to 
practice. We’ve had to change the men- 
tality of the team to a culture of fitness 
and passion for die sport" 

Indeed, anyone who's ever attended 
a collegiate rugby party can attest that 
rugby "fitness" often gives way to frothy 
beer and limny, profanity-filled songs. 
So. it’s not shocking to learn diat the 
two main sponsors of the Burlington 


men’s and women’s clubs are Long Trail 
Brewing and Essex Junction’s On Tap 
Bar & Grill. But while the postgame so- 
cializing of rugby is nearly as important 
as actually playing die game, the Burly 
Girls have tempered the traditional rib- 
aldry to a family affair. There are moms 
widi young kids, and jobs to attend the 
next day. The focus is instead on social- 
izing with the other team. 

“I love rugby songs - they’re 
so awful,” says Eva Wermer, 23, of 


Hciub plays in the New England Rugby 
Football Union Playoffs on October 23 at the 
Esse* Tree Farm, burtingtonrugby.org 
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Winooski. “But they come out very 
infrequently.” 

Godleski jokes that she works on 
her mental fitness, and others claim to 
liit die gym only on “pizza Mondays," 
but in feet the Burly Girls take their 
stamina seriously, running together or 
playing other sports to- 
gether in the off-season. 

“We have die full range of 
body types, from 5- foot-2 
to 6-foot-4, and 
pounds to over 200,” says 
Godleski. “But 
as a group, gotten a litde 
bit fitter, a litde bit more 
competitive." 

Coach Renaud, a chiro- 
practor, high school coach 
and one of the original 
team members in 1997, 
says she got back in shape 
to play rugby by pushing 
her infant son in a stroller. 

Today, at Jaycee Park, the 
women are undergoing 90 
minutes of conditioning, 
drills and fell-contact games in prepa- 
ration for their upcoming match. The 
Burly Girls, who are part of the "senior 
women” division of the New England 
Rugby Football Union, play six regular 
games in the fall season against clubs 
from such cities as Hartford, Boston and 
Portland. 

"There are no pads, no protective 
gear except for a mouth guard,” Renaud 

And so, yeah, there are some injuries, 
which can be burdens or badges. “I’ve 
torn both of my ACLs and broken my 
hand playing rugby,” says Royer. "The 
worst are the ones you can't see - con- 
cussions, sprains — and can't show off to 
your friends.” 

But pushing boundaries (safely, for 
the most part) is important. "Girls don't 
grow up knowing what dieir bodies can 
do," says Bertram, a former national 


rugby player who owns Burlington's El 
Gato Cantina and, with Renaud, also 
coaches the South Burlington High 
School team. “Then they get in there, 
learn to hit and drive, and realize. I'm 
OK, I can do this. And then you go have a 
beer together. You build bonds for life.” 

Such is the camara- 
derie among the Burly 
Girls that winning die 
New England playoffs 
and making nationals in 
Virginia Beach — which 
they felly intend to do 
— seems like a nice perk 
rather dian the ultimate 
goaL Morgan says that 
member 

was diagnosed with 
breast cancer last winter, 
and anotlier lost many 
possessions in Tropical 
Storm Irene, the club 
rallied behind them. 

their 

post-play-off social into 
a fundraiser for flood 
relief. Annually, die Burly Girls team is 
one of the largest groups to participate 
in die Special Olympics' fundraiser die 
Penguin Plunge. 

“Whether it’s been giving rides to 
doctors' appointments or babysitting 
someone else's kids, the girls have come 
together on many different levels," says 
Morgan. “And the best part of our team 
is that anyone is welcome at any time.” 

It helps to think of rugby as a sport 
that began when someone just picked 
up the ball and began running with 
it “There are a lot of misconceptions 
about rugby and the people who play it," 
says 27-year-old match secretary Ashley 
Poupore, nicknamed “Poup.” (Yes, she's 
the “hooker" — a forward position on 
the field.) “But the determination and 
grit of the women I’m lucky enough to 
play with, and against, is incredible.” ® 


YOU SMASH 
SOMEBODY 
ON THE FIELD. 

AND YOU'RE 
LIKE. NO HARD 
FEELINGS" OR 
'GOOD tackle; 

MARIA GODLESKI. 
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Barn Dance 

Hannah Dennison enlists Vermont dancers in honor of Pina Bausch 


H annah Dennison has known 
for some time that when she 
returned to the Vermont 
dance scene, it would be to 
do something grand. The veteran cho- 
reographer, who created ambitious, 
often site-specific dance works in the 
Burlington area for about 20 years, 
dropped out a decade ago. 

And dien, in 2009, Dennison learned 
that the German choreographer who 
was her idol, Pina Bausch, had died. 
Dennison recalls that site wept — and 
knew exactly what to do: She would 
rejoin die local dance community with 
a large-scale work in honor of Bausch, 
who was known for her viscerally 
intense dance-theater works. “This is 
my tribute to her," says Dennison. “I'm 
giving back to her." 

On a recent afternoon, nearly 40 
Vermont dancers turn out to an audition 
for “Dear Pina" in the cathedral-like 
Breeding Barn at Shelburne Farms. 
Dennison doesn’t intend to turn many 
people away; she simply wants to run 
die dance in the bam and make sure the 
dancers are a good fit The work will 
debut in June 2012, copresented by the 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
and Montpelier’s Contemporary Dance 
and Fitness Studio (CDFS). 

For the choreography, Dennison 
has partnered with Amy LePage, who 
helped form the Montpelier Movement 
Collective, and Hanna Satterlee, director 
of professional programming at CDFS. 
“I could not do this piece widiout them.” 
Dennison says. 


Emily Boedecker, a dancer and 
deputy state director for the Nature 
Conservancy, is working with Dennison 
to promote the piece. When Boedecker 
first walked into the Breeding Barn, she 
says, she imagined staging a medieval 
joust diere. 

What Dennison has planned is 
similarly imposing. As the dancers 
move in unison across the dirt floor, 
their sneakered feet make great scrap- 
ing sounds, enhancing the minimalist 
music composed 
by Dennison's 
partner, David 
Severance. The 

mous - 418 by 
107 feet - and 
the choreogra- 
phy is athletic 
tough 


I DON'T FEEL LIKE I NEED 
TO COMPROMISE. 


June - to get diis thing together. “I'm 
asking a kit of these performers," she 

If Dennison can meet her roughly 
$140,000 fundraising goal, she'll pay 
the dancers for their work. “I feel really 
strongly that artists should be paid for 
the training and skills that they bring to 
their job, just like plumbers and archi- 
tects and executives,” she says. 

Dennison began to fall in love 
with Bausch even before site saw her 
company, 

Tanz theater 
Wuppertal, 
perform. In 
the early ' 80 s, 
Dennison 
pored over the 
German dance 
magazines fea- 
turing Bausch, 


it The dancers HANNAH DENNISON. unable to read 

run, kick and CHOREOGRAPHER the ^ but 

twirl with out- mesmerized by 

stretched arms, the photos. At 

exhaling audibly in simultaneous bursts. 36, Dennison took a creative pilgrimage 
One vigorous sequence stirs up some to Germany to see the work of chore- 
downy white feadiers, which float down ographers who inspired hen Bausch, 
from the rafters and scuttle across die Reinhild Hoffmann and Susanne Linke. 
floor. Bausch moved her the most 

In the past Dennison built HTT~|'Ty^H Dennison traveled to Bausch's 
her works around untrained home theater in Wuppertal to 

community performers. Not see “Seven Deadly Sins" — a 

this time. “This is the piece I’ve work full of what the New 

been waiting to do my entire career,” she York Times called “colorfully harsh mo- 
says. “I don’t feel like I need to compro- ments.” “I was floored,” says Dennison, 
mise." Plus, she has exaedy 17 rehears- The dancing was powerful, she eontin- 
als - one a week between February and ues, but it was die starding dieatrical 


elements that captivated hen one 
performer roughly brushing another's 
hair; a woman standing “like a tree, 
screaming her head off" and dien falling 
to the ground, straight as a board. Are 
they faking this ? Dennison remembers 
wondering. 

In “Dear Pina,” Dennison has incor- 
porated some direct nods to Bausch's 
harsh theatrics. At the audition, she 
gathers six dancers around her to par- 
ticipate in a vignette section. She asks 
the first dancer to hoist an unwieldy 
stool on her back and carry it diat way 
down the length of the barn. "If it’s dif- 
ficult and uncomfortable, that's good," 
she says. Dennison turns to the next 
dancer: “Would you like to fool around 
with suitcases?” 

She instructs the third to walk down- 
stage with a ball of string, “and if you 
cry, that’s fine.” The string, Dennison 
explains, was used in her “Waterfront 
Project," an art event that took place 
every Sunday of 1997. “This string has a 
kitof memory," she says, "It's been a long 

She turns to the next dancer and 
asks, “How loud can you yell?” Finally, 
Dennison asks one of the few male danc- 
ers to undo a female dancer's ponytail, 
sit her in a chair and brush her hair. 
"She may fall out of die chair," suggests 
Dennison. 

The vignettes, all happening at once, 
create the emotionally tense and slightly 
hallucinogenic atmosphere for which 
Bausch was known. 
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Dennison’s friends Lisa Schamberg 
and Pat Robins of Burlington, who’ve 
pledged to support the project, look on 
from a row of folding chairs. The barn, 
Robins explains, was the largest free- 
span building in America until 1939. 

When Shelburne Farms acquired 
the Breeding Bam from Shelburne 
Museum in 1994, “it was in really bad 
shape,” says Shelburne Farms president 
Alec Webb in a later interview. The 
asbestos-shingle roof was replaced and 
the structure stabilized, but more work 
needs to be done. “It’s going to sit there 
for a bit while we get organized for the 
next step,” Webb says. 

In the meantime, Shelburne Farms 
is experimenting with the space, host- 
ing one-time events there, such as 
Dennison's work. The audition is the 
ensemble’s last chance to dance in the 
barn until dress rehearsals begin in 

They're taking full advantage of it 
Behind the row of onlookers, an older 
man and woman practice walking 
in slow motion on sneakers glued to 
wooden blocks. They are holding hands, 
and each carries a gnarled cane in the 
other hand. 

These dancers, Sharyl Green and 
Peter Lackowski, play Dennison’s “Talk 
Dignified Couple." For muchof die work 
they sit at a banquet table that’s draped 
in a yellow cloth and adorned widi a red 
plate of lemons. Green is dressed in a 
long, yellow dress and fur stole, which 


once belonged to Dennison’s mother, 
Lackowski wears a navy-blue suit 

The Tall, Dignified Couple, Dennison 
says, is what makes die piece her own. 
She never saw Bausch incorporate any- 
diing like it — an element diat changes 
so slowly, you need look at it only inter- 
mittendy. But in that enormous barn, 
Dennison wants a contrast to die big 
movement of the ensemble. And she 
wants height - in their block sneakers. 
Green and Lackowski are close to seven 
feet tall. 

In one dance, the entire ensemble 
moves slowly and sadly downstage, 
while die TalL Dignified Couple prog- 
ress in dny steps upstage, their backs to 
die audience, until diey disappear from 
view. Next to the couple, Dennison says, 
the other ensemble members are “mere 
mortals down there on the dirt with this 
huge space soaring above us.” 

The audition draws to a close. 
Sunlight through the giant clerestory 
windows casts long spodights on the 
dirt floor. When the music ends, the 
eaves fill with the soft coos of roosting 
mourning doves. ® 


m^progressac tacMyArcuuci-aiieuM. a 
semiregular choreographers’ showcase, on 
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F emale winners of the Nobel Peace Prize are still rare enough that when 
the 2011 award went jointly to three women, the news was hailed far and 
wide as a victory in die global fight for women’s rights. By coincidence, this 
triumph on the world stage lends poignancy to the play currently running 
at Burlington's FlynnSpace. Vermont Stage Company's season premiere, Anna 
Ziegler's Photograph SI, chronicles a watershed moment in modern science that 
eventually led to a joindy awarded Nobel Prize — but not for a woman instrumental 
in that breakthrough. 

That woman was British biophysicist Rosalind Franklin, a contemporary of even- 
tual Nobel laureates Francis Crick, James Watson and Maurice Wilkins. Between 
195 1 and 1953, while working with Wilkins in a laboratory at King's College London, 
Franklin made major contributions to understanding the structure of DNA — the 
“double helix.” Photograph SI dramatizes the tumultuous relationships and rivalries 
behind the scenes that would determine how history recorded the discovery of "the 
secret of life." 



The Double 
She-lix 

Theater review: 

Photograph 51 at Vermont Stage Company 


Director Jim Gaylord’s cast drew the audience immediately and audioritatively 
into Photograph SI, as if we were idle lab assistants awaiting instructions. Four of 
the six players (those not playing Yanks) affect English accents, establishing an 
atmosphere of fussy propriety tempered with wry British wit. The accents are, by 
and large, convincing, although on opening night, Alexandra Hudson, who plays 
Franklin, sometimes required a beat or two at the top of the play's later scenes to get 
her voice in tune. Otherwise, Photograph SI began in confident midstride with the 
i energetically embracing the trials before diem. 

The pressure to maintain professional decorum while 
pursuing the Holy Grail of genetics adds a special layer of 
tension to otherwise ordinary exchanges in Photograph SI, 
and die VSC production quickly brings diat tension close to 
boil. Hudson's Franklin arrives at her new lab to learn that the details of her work 
have changed without her notice or consent Her unflinching assertiveness fixes the 
play’s central conflict in place. 

Wilkins (Bruce CampbeU), die senior fellow on the DNA dream team whom 
Franklin was hired to “assist" finds himself suddenly on die defensive, blindsided 
by a woman of uncommon boldness. He quickly revises their working arrange- 
ment to an equal partnership. Campbell walks a fine line between conciliatory and 







confounded as Wilkins tries to build a pleasant working relationship with Franklin. 
Lane Gibson Jr. plays their unfortunate mediator, PhD candidate Ray Gosling, in dte 
play's most humorous role. 

Photograph SI takes place in multiple time frames that are deftly evoked through 
understated production values. The main story begins with Franklin’s arrival 
at King’s in 1951. On scenic designer Jenny C. Fulton’s spare set, die actors move 
wheeled lab tables about when the scene shifts cleverly from this time-bound nar- 
rative to a kind of Old Boys’ Club beyond the fourdi wall. In diis latter mode, fixed 
in no particular time, the male actors share contrasting recollections of how events 
played out. A wall-sized projection of a DNA strand photograph - Franklin's pri- 
mary work — similarly works to contextualize the story. 

The result is a fluid, briskly paced piece of dieater that turns dull laboratory 
work into riveting drama. In a play where the high point of physical action is a firm 
handshake, this is a noteworthy accomplishment. Fulton’s costumes also deserve 
mention for giving a certain style to the straighdaced look of postwar academic 
culture; her choices fit dieir period without drawing too much attention. 

Verisimilitude is important in Photograph SI, as it sets the scene for characters 
to explore how their work affects — and becomes - their identity. The emotional 
stakes are highest for Franklin, who is stigmatized for being a single woman in a 
male-dominated field. That she is also Jewish offers her peers another rationale for 
disliking her. 


IS I DRAMATIZES THETUMULTUOUS RELHONSHIPS AND RIVALRIES BEHIND 
IS THAT WOULD DETERMINE HOW HISIDRY RECORDED THE DISCOVERY OF 

“THE SECRET OF LIFE.” 


In her VSC debut, Hudson carries the role with plausible British stoicism and 
offers only micro flashes of emotion to illuminate the lonely human being inside this 
sphinx. Whedier the role calls for more expressiveness is an acting and directorial 
choice, and Hudson has proved herselfa versatile performer elsewhere. Her relent- 
less guardedness in Photograph SI conveys the challenges confronting a woman like 
Franklin, but it also leaves one wanting to become better acquainted with her. 

This desire to know Rosalind Franklin is precisely what drives Wilkins to dis- 
traction and — at least in the play - tacitbetrayal of his lab partner. CampbeD turns 
in a fully realized performance. As Wilkins’ ego takes a beating, he evokes sympathy 
for Ills character while personalizing the race to discover the structure of DNA in 
fascinating, infuriating ways. That one may feel sorry for die man who sold out 
Rosalind Franklin is a testament to Campbell's acting skill. 

Supporting players round out this solid cast. Playinglab assistant Gosling, Gibson 
performs the role of lackey-narrator with charming, comical self-deprecation. As 
Francis Crick, John D. Alexander uses his stentorian voice to give his character an 
avuncular stodginess diat stops just short of pompous. 

As James Watson, Benjamin Wiggins is die impetuous young prodigy out to 
make a name for himself in stereotypical American fashion — on someone else’s 
back, if need be. Wiggins’ portrayal may be a stroke too broad, his childlike fidgeti- 
ness a bit conspicuous, but he injects the play widi humor that contrasts with his 
staid English colleagues. Playing Franklin’s admirer — and eventual assistant - Don 
Caspar, James Blanchard is the one person on stage to express unqualified apprecia- 
tion of Franklin's gifts. This is the smallest role in Photograph SI but an important 
one, as Caspar bears witness to the story's saddest conclusion. 

It doesn't have to be Nobel Prize season for the VSC production of Photograph 
51 to be poignant For we know that, as surely as the fight for women's rights rages 
on, the motivation to omit Rosalind Franklin from a momentous chapter in the his- 
tory of science hasn’t disappeared from our collective DNA. The universe under 
the mkroscope in Photograph 51 reveals - in captivating detail - secrets of life that 
merit more rigorous reexamination. © 


Q Photograph 51. Directed by Jim Gaylord, produced by Vermont Stage Company. October 12 
through 23, Wednesday through Saturday at 7:30 p. m. Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m . at 
the FlynnSpace in Burlington. S27-32.50. Info. 863-5966. flynnlix.org 


Winter’s A Bear... We Can Help. Save Money on Heating Fuel! 


RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • FIXED PRICING • NET 30 • BUDGET PRICING 
FREE LP TANK SWAPS • FREE INSPECTIONS 

That e are regstiatron lime linn Is so please at mm Im additional in 
’ Prices at the Ume ol this printing 



Smart Style. 

The 

Optical 

Center 


SMIFH 



The Reluctant 
i Panther Inn 8 

loni 1 I WHO: J2Sw Restaurant 

ri 5 / Manchester Village, Vermont 

FARMERS * DATE: Tuesday, Qct 18 at 6:30 p.m 


nT»TrTiTn riTnTtTiTr M PRICE: 565 per person 
Dill ilLK SLRlhS M (not including tax or gratuity) 


•j Contest - submit your ei 


3 HALLOWS EVE! BEST-lN-SHOW WINS! 


DASBIERHAUSVT.COM — 802.881.0600 


L, t 

" ! 



Scene 
and Heard 

A new photo exhibit recalls the glory days 
of Vermont rock 

BY DAN BOLLES 

I f you were in a band in Vermont during the 1990s, there’s a good chance 
Matthew Thorsen captured your smiling - or maybe sneering — visage at 
some point. The quirky shutterbug was the local music scene’s equivalent of 
famed rock photographers such as Jim Marshall and Bob Gruen. He chronicled 
an entire generation of Vermont music in photos. It's a role he continues to play 
to this day — including, it must be noted, through his regular work as a freelance 
photographer for this paper. 

Til is week, a unique exhibit featuring some of Thorsen's finest print work from 
diat earlier era opens at die Magic Hat Artifactory in South Burlington. Presented 
by Big Heavy World, "Sound Proof” combines the sights and 
sounds of the 1990s rock scene in Vermont into an immersive 
multimedia experience. Each of the exhibit’s 115 photos is 
accompanied by an audio component, accessible by cellphone 
or iPod, consisting of Thorsen describing die subject of the 
photo and the context in which it was taken. Many of the audio tracks also contain 
a sample of music from the artist. 

The exhibit opens widi a reception at the brewery this Saturday, October 15. 
It features an outdoor beer garden, brewery tours, a barbeque and, fittingly, 
performances by local bands Funkwagon, Lendway, the Dirty Blondes and 
Champagne Dynasty. Magic Hat will host the exhibit through October. 

What follows is a sampling of images from “Sound Proof’ and brief explanations 
of just who these folks are. © 

B “Sound Proof opens this Saturday. October 15, at the Magic Hat Artifactory in South 
Burlington. Reception 12-5 p.m. Free. On view through October. 
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To hear the audio that accompanies these 
photographs, dial 881-0980 and enter the 
code number next to the photo. 


30. The Fags 

the 1990s, no band embodied local punk like the Fags. 
Raucous and rowdy, they were among the most beloved 
bands of the era. Their lone full-length. No Flea s Lunch 
Money and Gold Teeth, remainsan all-time classic 
local record. Oh. and you might recognize the swarthy 
youngster in the middle here. That’s Eugene Nikolaev. Or. 
as he's better known now, Eugene Hutz, the enigmatic 
front man of globetrotting gypsy punks Gogol Bordello. 

54. Fattie Bumbalattie 

Vermont Is currently home to an active and diverse hip- 

without the efforts of Fattie Bumbalattie — aka Kyle 
Thompson — in the 1990s. As both a solo artist and the 
front man for pioneering local funk-hop act Belizbeha 
Fattie B became the undispu ted godfather of Green 
Mountain hip-hop. Though live performances are rare 
now. he remains the scene's elder statesman. And you 

Saturday dance party. Retronome. at Club Metronome. 


63. The Pants 

Though other bands were more conventionally suc- 
cessful. the Pants were among the defining Burlington 

acts as Envy. Chin Ho! and Wide Wail, to namea few, they 
embodied the independent spirit of the vibrant 1990s 
Queen City alt-rock scene. Their final record, Eat Crow, Is 


67. Richard Haupt 

If Burlington in the 1990s had a soundtrack, it probably 
would have been Richard Haupt better known as 'the 
Clarinet Man.' playing his version of "When the Saints 
Go Marching In.' The diminutive Haupt was a fixture on 
Church Street where he busked until dose to his death 
in 1998. Was he any good? Not really. But his typically 

presence downtown were an integral part of the Queen 
City’s offbeat character in the 1990s. 


85. Amanda Gustafson 

This is proof that Amanda Gustafson has pretty much 

time this picture was taken, she was the front woman for 
acclaimed local alt-rockers Wide Wail. She’s better known 
to current local audiences as the vocalist and keyboard- 
ist of art-rock trio Swale. We have no idea what became 
of the helmet 


105. Trey Anastasio 

Does he really need an introduction? Ernest "Trey" Anas- 
tasio Is. simply put the most famous musician ever to 
call Vermont home. Here he is shredding on the stage at 
the original Higher Ground in Winooski. 

100. Nectar Rorris 

Here it is. A picture of Nectar. (OK. Not the picture of Nec- 
tar. But you get the idea.) Though Rorris no longer owns 
his namesake rock club, it remains an iconic Burlington 
nightspot. That's due in no small part to Phish putting 
the joint on the national map. But just as important to 
the club's legacy was the man who made his bar avail- 
able to virtually every local band of the era — a tradition 
that continues today. A tradition that doesn’t: late-night 
gravy fries at the front wi ndow. 
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Making a 
Microvintage 

A Vermont sommelier turned winemaker 
captures the taste of home 



I THINK EVERYONE IS STILE FIGURING OUT HOWllHESE PLANTS] BEHAVE. 

AND howtheythrive I DECIDED TO LEARNASIGQ ALONG. 


T he young vines growing at la 
garagista vineyard may seem 
incongruous in the forested 
hills above Barnard, with its 
long winters, copious snow and wild 
turkeys that like to nibble die fruit as they 
graze each foil. Yet that is precisely the 
terroir drat winemaker Deirdre Heekin is 
hoping to capture in her first wines from 
die grapes she nurtures diere. 

This week, the first fruit ever culled 
from these four-year-old vines was 
plucked, destemmed and crushed. The 
juice will soon begin gurgling inside 
teardrop-shaped demijohns as wild 
yeasts coax their sugars into alcohol. 
Heekin will eventually decant them to 
old oak barrels, and, widiin a year, she'll 
get to see what the vines produce. The 
second vintage of the la garagista label 
will be the first to use solely ha- own 
grapes. 

Though she's relatively new to wine 
making, Heekin, 44, is no stranger 
to libations. As the wine director at 
osteria pane e salute, the tiny Italian 
restaurant in Woodstock she owns with 
her husband, Caleb Barber, she’s finely 
tuned her palate. The interplay of the 
unusual Italian wines that Heekin pairs 
with her husband's dishes since 1996 
has earned them, and their restaurant, 
national acclaim. 

As Heekin 's passion for wine grew, so 
did her interest in spirits and liqueurs. 
She tried her hand at malting amaro, 
the herb- and flower-infused Italian 
digestif; and rosalio, a rose-inlused grain 
alcohol for which she used petals from 
her own beds. Five years ago, Heekin 
began experimenting with making wine, 
too, if only to understand the process 
better. Sheordered Nebbiolo grape juice 
from Italy’s Piedmont and Sangiovese 
juice from California, then fermented 
diem in 6-gallon buckets positioned 
inside a claw-foot tub. But Heekin. a 
petite woman widi striking blue eyes 
and blond-streaked hair, found herself 
wanting to control what went into that 
juice. “I became a believer that what 
happens in the vineyard matters the 
most," she says. 

So, after exhaustive research, soil 
sampling and planning, Heekin began 
planting neat rows of vines beside the 


Barnard home she and Barber share, a 
place they call “die Chateauguay" for 
die high ridge that lies west of their land. 
She acquired an array of equipment, 
from pruning shears and hydrometers 
to demijohns, barrels and bottles. She 
bottled her first winemaking efforts 
from the purchased juice — and later 
ones from Vermont grapes grown in 
Vergennes — under die label la garagista, 
named for the artisanal wine “garages" 
of France. And she waited for her own 
grapes to mature. 

“Wine and food go together naturally 


and culturally. It's a natural evolution of 
our agriculture,” says Heekin. “I think 
one thing about Vermont, we're never 
going to have large-scale winemaking. 
The landscape dictates that it's going to 
be very small and artisanal." 

When Heekin and Barber purchased 
their home 13 years ago, they noticed 
that wild grapes thrived on their land 
— the first hint that wine grapes might 
be grown there. They eventually learned 
that their loamy soils were full of schist, 
limestone and clay. “Our soil is very 
much like Austrian soil,” says Heekin, 


with an Alpine climate to match. “In 
order to understand these wines, people 
need to drink Austrian and German 

Heekin's first plants were the cold- 
hardy Vitis riparia hybrids pioneered at 
the University of Minnesota in the 1990s 
— Frontenac and its white counterpart, 
Frontenac Gris; Marquette, a cultivar 
partially derived from Pinot Noir; St. 
Croix, a mildew-resistant red; and the 
fragrant white grape La Crescent. “I 
think everyone is still figuring out how 
[these plants] behave and how they 
thrive. I decided to leant as I go along,” 
she says. 

Grape plants require patience; 
Heekin would have to wait at least three 
years for the new vines to bear fruit 
Meanwhile, she and Barber also planted 
rows of more common Vitis vinifera 
varieties such as Riesling, Blaufrankisch 
and Melon de Bourgogne, using denser 
plantings - about four feet between 
each vine — in the manner of European 
vineyards. She enlisted Barber to design 
a bam — aka “cantina,” or winemaking 
area - where she could age, bottle and 
eventually offer tastings of her wines. 
And she kept busy: She wrote the 
memoir Libation: A Bitter Alchemy and 
collaborated with Eleanor and Albert 
Leger of Eden Ice Cider to develop and 
release an aperitif cider, Orleans. 

In 2009, Heekin was awarded a grant 
by the Vermont Farm Women’s Fund, 
which she used to travel to Burgundy for 
seminars on biodynamic wine making 
and botany. She learned there are no 
simple answers in grape cultivation, 
whether in France, Napa or central 
Vermont “You need to respond to your 
own parcel,” she recalls realizing. 

The grandfather of biodynamic wine 
making is Nicolas Joly, a charismatic 
Frenchman who has pioneered its 
practices in his Loire Valley vineyard 
and written about his efforts. Though 
some of the practices can seem 
esoteric — synching various vineyard 
tasks to sun and moon phases, for 
instance — Joly insists that allowing 
grapes to express themselves fully, 
with minimal manipulation, should be 
die aim of any winemaker. European 
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GET YOUR FILL ONLINE 
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Fair Weather 
Food 

METEOROLOGIST OPENS 
PLATTSBURGH BARBECUE PIT 

DICKEY'S BARBECUE PIT may 

not be a household name 
up north, but if s America’s 
largest barbecue chain. On 
October 18, Plattsburgh will 
join more than 170 loca- 
tions of the smoked -meat 
purveyor. 

The face behind the pork 
may be familiar to locals 
and Vermonters alike, wptz 
morning meteorologist jim 
moore left his reporting job in 
August to attend "Barbecue 
University," the intensive 
three- week training course 
required of Dickey’s fran- 
chisees. “I’d been doing the 
morning shift for more than 
10 years, getting up at about 
1:45 in the morning. It was 
starting to wear me out," 
says Moore. “My hours will 
probably be longer now, but 
at least I can sleep when it’s 
dark out" He says he'll still 
fill in on WPTZ, but for now 
his heart belongs to 'cue. 

The new restaurant 
owner says the hickory- 
smoked meat he prepares 
“melts in your mouth.” He’s 
especially proud of the 
pulled pork and brisket, 
which are smoked for 14 
hours at 225 degrees, but sev- 
eral less common meats are 
on the menu, too. Both Polish 
and spicy cheddar sausages 
are available. There’s turkey 
breast every day and whole 
birds for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas celebrations. 

Fried okra makes a rare 
northeastern appearance, but 
most of Dickey’s sides are 
classics, such as potato salad 
and baked beans. 

TheTexas-themed 
restaurant will celebrate its 
70th birthday the day the 
Plattsburgh location opens, 
but diners receive a birthday- 
worthy treat every day: 
vanilla ice cream comes with 
each meal. Most diners stop 
at one serving, says Moore, 


then adds, “If you’re sitting 
down and you want 10 cones. 

The more fans his 
franchise gains, the better for 
barbecue lovers across the 
lake. Moore hints that he'd 
like to open a Dickey's in the 
Burlington area in the next 
few years. 

Feasting the 
Fall Away 

STOWE INITIATES ITS FIRST- 
EVER RESTAURANT WEEK 
After the crush of foliage 

rants close in November to 
recuperate before ski season 
begins. This year, though, 
others will usher in “stick 
season" with the village's 
first-ever stowe restaurant 
week, which will run from 
October 27 to 3L 

So for, 13 restaurants 
have signed on to offer $15, 
$25 or $35 three-course, 
prix-fixe menus, with items 
ranging from risotto al 
fonghi to pumpkin-and- 
cognac cheesecake. Jasmine 
Bigelow McLean, marketing 
director for the Stowe Area 
Association, hopes that the 
number of participating 
eateries — and menus - will 
grow before opening day. “I 
expect that we’H have a few 
more trickle in,” she says. 

The event has been a 
few years in die making, 
adds McLean. After form- 
ing a committee in 2006, 
restaurant owners launched 
the Stowe Culinary Classic in 
June 2007. “In Stowe, there’s 
the busy time, and diere's 
the slow time," says McLean, 
and those correspond with 
visitors hitting town for 
skiing, summer vacations or 
leaf peeping. “After October 
15, [the tourist trade] kind of 
tizzies out, but restaurants 
are still open," she continues. 
“Some restaurants wanted to 
carry die foliage season for 
one extra week." 


Purple Reign 

A VERMONT CULINARY 
LEGEND PASSES ON 

Chocolate butter and red wine were the talk of the 
memorial service, and Zack probably wouldn’t have 
had it any other way. In 2002, jon payne ~zack*zachadnyk 
closed zackson the rocks after 30 years. By that time, 
the quirky Montgomery Center restaurant had long 
enjoyed legendary status. The same can be said of the 
restaurant’s proprietor, who died on Tuesday, October 
4, 20 U, at 
the Converse 

Burlington. 

Mourners 
bedecked in 
purple packed 
the full-hon- 
ors military 
memorial 
service, held 
Saturday at 
Unity Church 
ofVermont, 
says Rev. Lane 
Williams, 

ficiated. The 
garb was at 
the request of 
Zachadnyk, 
who had 

gained fame for die purple muumuus, crowns and 
ermine- lined robes that he wore at his restaurant. 

“Parking was at a premium, and the lawn was filled 
with all these people wearing purple, laughing and in 
tears about what a glorious life he lived," says Williams. 
The reverend says this service stretched much longer 
than usual; after more than an hour and a half of remem- 
brances, she had to ask friends and family to retire to the 
lawn to share their stories. 

Many longtime diners recalled Zachadnyk's novel 
dishes, such as chicken banana, "mushrooms Monkey 
Center” - named for the chef-owner’s diminutive for 
Montgomery Center - and delicacies including escar- 
gots and veal kidneys. 

During his reign in the Kingdom, Zachadnyk ran 
not only Zack's On the Rocks but also a bar called after 
the rocks, the single-room inn tore the rocks, and his 
home, 'OFF the rocks." Following his Tuesday interment 
in the Montgomery Center Cemetery, Zack rests at his 
“Under the Rocks” locatkin, on a hillside gravesite of 10 
plots that he purchased for $5 apiece. In the style of a 
restaurateur who regularly opened his doors to Meals 
on Wheels, Zachadnyk shared die rest of the plots with 

Montgomery Center will celebrate Zachadnyk's life 
and contributions to the community widi festivities al 
the town’s historical society on October 29 at 4 p.m. His 
longtime “companion,” ujclle morin, says to expect a fun 
evening featuring several of Zack’s specialties, including 
“mushrooms Monkey Center.” 




BIG 

ANNOUNCES1ENT! 

The Skinny Pancake has joined 


FOR THE 

PLANET 


That means we 
will be donating 
1% of all our revenues 
To local grassroots 
environmental non-profits!!! 

C'ome celebrate 
this BIG 
commitment! 

On Wednesday, October 26th 
from 6-9 pm 
At the Skinny Pancake 
in Burlington 

With a performance by 
1% member/musician: 
Chris \felan 

1 0% of sales from the evening 
will be donated to: 


Ei. 


org 


Got a flood fundraiser? 

We can help! 

Contact fundraishg@sltinnypancake.coni. 

www.skinnypancake.com 
60 Lake SL, Burlington 540-0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 262-2253 





Now Open! 

Burlington’s First 
Cupcake Bakery 

217 College Street 
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— Saveur Magazine 



San Sai 



my little cupcake 


1 1 2 Lake Street 
Burlington 
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4 Carmichael St., Essex 
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Making a Microvintage « 


winemakers are backing away from the 
overmanipulation of grapes, both in the 
vineyard and in the cellar. 

In soggy, mold- and pest-prone 
Vermont, though, such practices can 
be difficult. As a consequence, Heekin 
is not dogmatic about natural wine- 
making practices, but she tries to adhere 
to them as closely as she can. She avoids 
commercial pesticides and fertilizers. In 
her cellar; she begins fermentation with 
wild yeasts — those that occur naturally 
on die grapes’ skin - and eschews 
filtering “I’m tryingto learn biodynamics, 
but there’s not a lot of informadon out 
there on how to do this on a day-to-day- 
basis,” says Heekin. “Much of it is what 
you observe in die vineyard." 

She lias noted, for instance, that 
vines have their own personalities and 
proclivities — starting widi the way they 
grow. Marquette shoots like to “splay," 
Heekin says, 
while La Crescent 
tends to put forth 
one vigorous 
shoot among 
many smaller 
ones. Responding 
to that growth is 
key to priming — 
the vital winter 
task that ushers 
the plants into 
the growing 
season — as well 
as to trellising the 

excited when 
I saw die first 
clusters this 
spring I said, 

“Wow, we pruned 
well,”' Heekin 
says. Until she 

grew her own grapes, she hadn't fully 
appreciated the smell that those Vitis 
riparia blossoms give off in the vineyard 
— the spicy, floral scent of La Crescent, 
for instance, or the notes of gardenia in 
Marquette’s aroma. 

Without chemical sprays, wine 
making requires constant vigilance. 
During this rainy summer, Heekin 
kept ailments and mildew at bay with a 
succession of teas sprayed on or fed to the 
plants — chamomile, netde, horsetail, 
yarrow and dandelion. She tried milk 
spray against Japanese beedes, which 
she calls “the bane of my existence." 
And Heekin sprayed ground quartz — or 
silica - to help support photosynthesis. 
She took comfort in knowing that her 
grapes shared a varied farm where she 



and Barber also grow vegetables and 
herbs for dieir restaurant and cultivate 
apples for dder. “If you have a healthy, 
diversified parcel, [biodynamic wine 
making] can work,” she says. 

Last year, Heekin, Barber and friends 
harvested 1000 pounds of Marquette 
and La Crescent grapes from Vergennes 
(whose owners are not curren dy making 
wine) and carted diem home to Barnard 
for crushing and pressing, fermentation 
and aging. Heekin sampled the wines 
once a week as they changed from grape 
juice to punchy, effervescent early wine 
and, finally, to a wine she considered 
finished and ready for botding The 
entire process took just shy of a year. 

Late diis past summer, Heekin and 
Barber hauled grapes from Vergennes 
to Barnard for the second time. They 
were poised to decant their 2010 vintage 
into half-bottles and waiting for the 
first Chateauguay 
| grapes to ripen, 
z With the help 
r of friends, they 
destemmed the 
fruit by hand on 
a mesh rack that 
Barber had built, 
separating out 
the squishy blue- 
hlack Marquette 
orbs diat had 
been damaged 
j by a summer 
hailstorm. 

j Then they 
crushed the 
grapes with bare 
feet in low half- 
barrels — the 
gendest way to 
extract the juice, 
I Heekin and 
Barber believe. 
“I think these varietals are much more 
sensitive to being handled roughly,” says 

That juice is now fermenting in 
demijohns and tubs inside Heekin’s 
cantina, gendy bubbling ns the sugars 
are consumed by yeast and turned to 
alcohol. She presses the Marquette caps, 
or pulp from the grapes, down into the 
juice twice a day, once in die morning 
and again when she returns from the 
restaurant at 2 a.m. Every day, the 
aromas and flavors continue to evolve. 

Meanwhile, Heekin and Barber have 
just bottled their 2010 vintage from the 
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So far, Restaurant Week par- 
ticipants include frida's taqueria & 

GRILL. NORMAS RESTAURANT ATTOPNOTCH 
RESORT. HARRISON'S RESTAURANT & BAR 
and Michael s on the hill in Wnterbury 
Center, among others. Their 
menus are posted on the associa- 
tion's website at gostowe.com/ 
restaurantweek. As during mos 
restaurant weeks around the 
country, the participants will 
continue to offer their ft 
la carte 


hinesburgtransplant 
LAUNCHES CAKETOPIA 
Four years ago, julie almono 
was watching die wedding-cake 
sequence in die film 27 Dresses when 
she was piqued by the idea of baking 
sculptural cakes. “Why not? Do it!" w: 
her husband's response. So Almond 
researched dough, icing and fondant, 
combing through cookbooks to rendei 
endless practice cakes. 

After the couple moved from 


Buffalo, N.Y_ to Burlington earlier this 
year — Almond's husband, Dave, is the 
district manager forPANERA bread - the 
time seemed ripe to launch 
caketopia from her new 
home kitchen in 
Hinesburg. 

'tnond makes 

mallow fondant 
for special- 
occasion 


Coach 
bag (pic- 
tured) and 
a three-tiered 
autumn cake covered in 
leaves and topped by a pumpkin. “They 
can be a real conversation starter," 
she says of her creations, available at 

caketopiacakes.com. 
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Vergennes plot: a few cases each of their 
first truly local wines. 

Biodynamic wines can sometimes 
taste crude, as if the winemaker’s 
reluctance to intervene put the elements 
of a wine - fruit, tannin, acid — out of 
balance. At its best, however, such wine 
glimmers in the glass, its terroir and 
varietal character expressed in elegant 

La garagista's wines fall into the 
latter group. 

The flowery nose of the straw- 
colored “Vergennes Blanc" La Crescent 
opens into muscular but herbaceous 
flavors. When Heekin suggests notes of 
olive, it's impossible not to taste them, 
alongside hints of apricot. The deep- 
purple Marquette - die "Vergennes 
Rouge” is almost opaque in the 
glass, and smells and tastes of black 
fruit, leather and violets. It's powerful, 
deeper and more intense than many of 
its Vermont-grown cousins. 

These wines are unlike the 
Cabernets and Chardonnays that 


many American wine consumers 
seem to prefer, but Heekin and Barber 
are optimistic that tastes are drifting 
toward wines that express a particular 
place. Understanding diem will require 
drinkers to "shift their palate," suggests 
Heekin. 

As for her first vintage from die 
Chateauguay, Heekin expects more 
delicacy. “I think die textures will be 
different,” she says, though she can’t 
know for certain until next year. For 
now, Heekin will pour the la garagista 
2010 vintage at osteria pane e salute, 
and in her tasting room. 

“I started out wanting to learn for 
my own edification, and dien it became 
a vocation,” she says. “I love making 
wine. I love the process from vineyard 
to glass.”® 


B la garagista: vinoteca/gardens/ 
orchard/Vineyard. Mt. Hunger Road. 
Barnard. 291-1295. Iagaragista.com. 
Tastings by appointment only. 
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An Asian Resto Reborn 

The next generation revives Winooski's Peking Duck House — with new cuisines 



R ice sizzles when it hits the 
searing-hot black stone bowL 
A crispy crust builds as it 
comes to the table. By then, 
it’s time for the diner to mix up the 
other ingredients: sweet and spicy pork, 
yellow squash, zucchini, hean sprouts, 
daikon, and carrots, to name a few. The 
bright colors are arranged over the rice 
like panes in a rose window, with an 
over-easy egg at the center. It feds like a 
shame to ruin the artwork, but the great- 
est pleasure of okdol bihimbap is, after 
all. its taste. 

This Korean classic's closest cognate 
is paella. Instead of the Mediterranean 
dish's saffron, its dominant flavor is go- 
chujang a fermented chile paste diat's 
almost as sweet as it is hot. 

Bibimhap is one of Ben Chen’s fa- 
vorite dishes. "Hot and spicy. Way to 
go! Way to go!” he says in accented but 
clear English. Chen is excitedly discuss- 
ing the addictive nature of the bibimbap, 
dukboki and yookgaejang he recently 
introduced at the Peking Duck House, 
die Winooski restaurant belongingto his 
father, Peter Chuong. 

“It’s very good. I like the spicy,” 
agrees Chuong 

In 1987, the family, natives of the 
Guangdong region of China, purchased 
§ die 1840s building diat once housed the 
h Burlington Woolen Mill Company. Chen, 
£ 35, recalls the glory days of the Peking 

2 Duck House, when die many-chande- 
S liered, two-floor dining room would fill 
up every day with IBM employees on 
dieir lu nch break. He blames the current 
poor economy for drastically quieter 
- hours in the traditional Americanized 
“ Chinese restaurant. The Winooski 
a market has grown more crowded, too; 
a Peking Duck was one of two dining op- 
s dons in town when it opened. 

Late this past summer, Chen moved 
w from Boston back to South Burlington, 
5 leaving his wife and kids in the city, 
z to save his family's restaurant It was 
uj clear to him that Peking Duck's old 
breed of customer was dying out he 
says. Chen's own experience has con- 
vinced him that die Asian-restaurant 
customer of today wants authentic- 
ity, or at the very least novelty. “The 
menu is getting old; it’s time for some 
g new blood,” he says of Peking Duck, 
jg “This place, everybody know it. Let's 


bring some new customers, do some- 

Chen knows a tiling or two about run- 
ning a successful dining business. He’s 
co-owner of Kayuga, a popular Japanese 
and Korean restaurant in Boston known 
for its creative malci and late-night sake 
bombs. Before returning to Vermont, 
Chen sold off a small percentage of his 
stake in the business to a new partner. 
He says his staff is trained well enough 
that he’s comfortable spending most 
of his time in Vermont and checking 
a few days a montii on operations in 
Bean town. 

That leaves Chen plenty of time 
to revive his family’s restaurant. At 


present, the classic interior remains ap- 
pealingly unchanged, as do die servers’ 
white shirts with black pants and bow- 
ties. Chen's first step, on October 1, was 
to introduce an additional menu page. 
One side describes 10 Korean dishes, 
the other, 12 Thai specialties. To entice 
diners to try die less familiar dishes, the 
restaurant is letting them buy one new 
menu item and get the second one at half 
price until the end of the mondi. 

Chen admits that the new fare comes 
with a steep learning curve for many 
regulars. He estimates that, so far, the 
Korean and Thai dishes account for 
less than 20 percent of sales. “Not a lot 
of people order it,” Chen says. “This is 


countryside. It’s not a big city; they don’t 
accept tilings so quickly. We’ve spent 25 
years malting our old traditional stuff 
like chicken chow man. A lot of places 
don’t do it anymore, but we still have 
it” Chen knows those classic dishes 
appeal to many longtime customers, so, 
while introducing the new menu, he’s 
kept Peking Duck’s expansive bill of old- 
school fare firmly in place. 

Chuong says he has already seen 
some new faces come through the res- 
taurant's etched-glass doors. “People 
come in for lunch and dinner,” he says. 
“Not a lot of Korean around here. We 
have special for the customers." Indeed, 
the only other restaurant serving Korean 
food in Chittenden County is another 
half-Chinese one, Naru, in Williston. 

Those who dare to order from the 
Korean menu at Peking Duck are im- 
mediately treated to four small panchan, 
dishes of pickled vegetables that start 
most Korean restaurant meals. Kimchi is 
probably die best known to Westerners, 
and this version is a humdinger. It's 
unconventional in the sense that the 
cabbage is still crisp and fresh tasting 
(in Korea, the veggies ferment in pots 
buried underground), but the complex 
combination of sour, spicy and sweet is 
undeniably pleasant. 

Chen buys the kimchi at a favorite 
Korean market in Boston, but the rest of 
his panchan are homemade. Kongnamul, 
bean sprouts in light, nutty sesame 
oil; sugared and vinegared carrots and 
daikon; and hollowed-out, smile-shaped 
slices of fresh cucumber marinated in 
gochujang all augur well for the rest of 
the meal. 

When Chen brings out an off-menu 
plate of kimchijeon, it’s clear he means 
business. Imagine if a Chinese scallion 
pancake and a Dutch pannekoek pro- 
created. The fluffy, eggy slices of savory 
pastry are that delectable. Flattened 
whole scallions are fried inside, but nei- 
ther diey nor the kimchi overpower the 
satisfying pancake itself. 

It’s an approachable first dish for 
Korean- food newbies. So is the duk 
manduguk, a comforting, beef-based 
soup that could be considered Korea’s 
answer to Vietnamese pho. Though the 
dish is usually flavored widi bits of nori 
or even anchovy stock, the Peking Duck 
version gets none of its pungency from 



food 



the sea. Instead, the light, beefy broth, 
eggs and mushrooms provide most of 
the taste. Chewy slices of rice cake add 
texture, and pork dumplings filled with 
onions give the dish a meaty leading 
player. 

“People here don’t know how to 
enjoy it yet,” says Chen of Korean food. 
He notes diat when he first learned to 
prepare the cuisine, it challenged him, 
too; “I had to learn to eat spicy.” Chen 
realizes that customers may not be as 
devoted to expanding their palates as 
he is. That’s why only a few of his dishes 
are particularly hot. 

One exception is die spicy pork 
bulgogi. Bulgogi, which translates di- 
recdy as “fire meat," is a term applied to 
several varieties 
of grilled meat, 
often prepared 
at the table in 
Korean barbecue 
restaurants. In 
addition to the 
pork, Peking 
Duck has a 
milder option: 
sugary, sesame- 
marinated slices 
of paper- thin beef 
served on a hot 
platter with cara- 
melized onions 
and spinach. 

“Everybody 
can eat bulgogi," 

Chen says of the 
comforting dish. 

Still, he finds it 
safest to assume 
a certain lack of 
sophistication in 
his first-timers. 

Despite warnings on die menu and from 
servers, Chen says, several customers 
have been surprised to feel die heat of 
the sizzling platters and bowls in which 
many of the Korean dishes are served. 
He keeps plenty of "training wheel” 
chopsticks on hand, held together with 
rubber bands for the inexperienced to 
use like tweezers to lift food from plate 
to mouth. 

While Korean food is a new frontier 
in Burlington, many locals are familiar 
with Thai food, thanks to restaurants 
such as Tiny Thai, just a few blocks 
from Peking Duck. That's fine with 
Chen, who enjoys the ease of preparing 
Thai cuisine. “It’s very simple,” he says. 
“Curries, the only thing is the curry 
sauce. It’s very healthy — we don’t use 
oil, and you have all the coconut. With 
basil chicken or basil beef, you put the 
basil in, and you've got all the flavor 
there already." 


Chen's “twin curry” tastes anydiing 
but simple, however. The orange- 
colored sauce gets its flavor from coco- 
nut, specks of chile and tender chunks 
of mango. Basil leaves add their own 
footprint on the mix of shrimp; chicken 
and seven vegetables. Variety is impor- 
tant to Chen, who says that his Korean 
“master" in Boston taught him to use at 
least eight vegetables in his bibimbap, 
and to never serve fewer titan four pan- 
chan at a meaL 

Chen’s sure hand with vegetables 
may prove useful this winter, when he 
plans to introduce shabu-shabu at dte 
Peking Duck. The beef hot-pot dish is 
designed for guests to cook their own 
food at the table in a steaming bowl 
of broth, and 
expertly sliced 
veggies are a 
major part of the 
attraction. 

Eventually, 
Chen would 
also like to add 
Kayuga's trade- 
mark sushi to dte 
menu, though he 
says that’s un- 
likely to happen 

need [to] focus on 
my new Thai and 
Korea food now, 
and I need a good 
sushi chef with 
nice sushi bar," 
he says. “I can’t 
do everything all 
by myself, but Pll 
try my best." 

He seems 
to have been 
making it work so far. Since returning 
to Peking Duck, Chen has been run- 
ning the front of the house and train- 
ing his father’s chefs to cook Korean 
and Thai food. But he’s also prepar- 
ing dishes for guests himself. “I like 
it way better when I’m wearing my 
chef hat,” he says. “When you see the 
[plate] coming back and it’s all empty, 
you so happy." 

Chen hopes he’ll eventually have the 
new Peking Duck running smoothly 
enough that he can spend more time 
back in Boston. No matter where he is, 
the young chef says he'll do whatever he 
can to keep his family restaurant cook- 
ing — and current © 





O&tober ifr Go-op Month* 


Offering a great selection of 
wines & hand-crafted brews. 

Check out our full bistro menu at; 

fhevillagecup.com 


3oin youp* community-owned &px>cep>y stop^s today 
by becominG a member fop. 









Unfinished Business 

It’s likely a surprise that the portrait of George Washington printed on 
every dollar bill comes from an unfinished painting - artist Gilbert Stuart 
died in 1828 before its completion. Over the ages, countless other works of 
art. music and literature have met the same fate - including masterworks 
by Bach, Mozart, Haydn, Schubert and Shostakovich. Brentano String 
Quartet tie up loose ends with Fragments, in which contemporary 
composers "complete" those classical works. That's no easy assignment; 
in the program notes, participating composer Vijay Iyer says, “to be tasked 
with 'finishing' an unfinished piece by Mozart is to serve as a punchline to 
a joke.” Take a seat to hear what might have been. 

BRENTANO STRING QUARTET 

Friday. October 14. 8 p.m., at Spaulding Auditorium. Hopkins Center. Dartmouth 
College. In Hanover. N.H. Postperformance discussion immediately follows. 
$10-40. Info. 603-646-2422. hop.dartmouth.edu 




Girl, Interrupted 

On one of Burlington's First Friday Art Walks in 
2007, filmmaker and '97 UVM grad Sara Nesson 
stumbled upon the Combat Paper Project, in 
which veterans reconcile their service by 
turning worn uniforms into paper, books 
and art. While shooting footage of the 
project in Martha's Vineyard for Iraq 
Paper Scissors, a documentary still in 
progress, Nesson met Sgt. Robynn 
Murray (pictured) — and the 2011 
Oscar-nominated short Poster 
Girl was bom. An “intimate, 
heartbreaking film," as the 
Huffington Post called 
it, the documentary 
follows thus young Iraq 
War vet as she comes to 
terms with the realities of 
combat Both Murray and 
Nesson discuss post-traumatic 
stress disorder after the 
Middlebury premiere. 


It’s Kind of a Funny Story 


Armed with a stack of papers, satirist David Sedaris regularly approaches the lectern to fanfare 
reserved for rock stars. Few writers can command such expansive audiences — but, then, “Sedaris’ writ 
blurs into live comedy," notes the Guardian. If you’ve read his best-selling memoirs — Me Talk Pretty C 
Day, Naked, Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary, among others - you're already familiar with he 
the master humorist turns everyday eccentricities into laugh-out-loud observations. For the unimtiatei 
get a taste of the onetime Mary’s Christmas elfs acerbic wit — “die narrative equivalent of Pepsi, or the 
PlayStation, or oxygen,” writes Taranto's Globe and Mail — on Sunday. 


Chasing the Green 

It may sound like a “megachurch for the Prius set.” as die New York 
Times wrote in 2006, but the annual Bioneers Conference is the 
breeding ground for tomorrow's top ecological, social-justice and 
environmental ideas. The three-day activist pep rally takes place in 
San Rafael, Calif, but local bioneers — biological pioneers, that is — 
head to Montpelier to get in on the action. One of only 20 screening 
sites, die Savoy Theater broadcasts live keynotes by big names such as 
Gloria Steincm and Philippe Cousteau. The Vermont College of Fine 
ts adds a local perspective with an impressive lineup of presentations 
and workshops. Gov. Peter Shumlin, environmentalist Bill McKibben 
(pictured), ecologist Amy Seidl and others weigh in 
on everything from the future of food to lessons 
from Tropical Storm Irene. 
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FLETCHER FREE LIBRARY/FLYNN CENTER I 


that inspirt or Inform the Flynn Center's perform- 
ing arts season. This week's pick: Alfred Lan sings! 





GREG MELVILLE: Greasy Rider's author recaps his 



Shelburne 7:30 pm. 55 suggested donation. Info. 
985-2827. 

MARGOT LASHER: Discussion rollows a reading oT 

dog. Jaqulth Public Library Marshfield. 7 p.m. Free 
lnfo.426-3581.taqulthpubllcllbrarylffhotmall.com 


THU. 13 

business 


MEETING: Terry Stone moderates an open 
forum about "Approaches to Dealing With the 



NORTHEAST KINGDOM BEEKEEPERS CLUB 
MEETING: Apiarists discuss the states of their hives 


QUEEN CITY GHOSTWALK: SPIRITS 0 


UVMTOUR: 



film 

FESTIVAL DU NOUVEAU CINEMA See WED.1Z 9 


food & drink 

AUTUMN HARVEST WME TASTING: Denophlles 
sample reds, whites and pinks from the wlne- 

them with food. Healthy Living South Burlington 


CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WE0.12. 2p.m. 
FLETCHER ALLEN FARMERS MARKET: Locally 

and maple syrup give hospital employees and 
viators the option to eat healthfully. Held outside 
Fletcher Al len Hospital. Burlington, 2:30-5:30 pm, 
Free Info, 847-0797, tanyamcdonaldevtmednet. 
org. 





Info. 279-4371. info@waterburyfarmersmarketcom. 


WILLOUGHBY LAKE FARMERS & ARTISAN 
MARKET: Performances by local musicians |oln 
produce eggs, gemstone Jewelry, wind chimes and 



conferences 


COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS OF BURLINGTON 
ANNUAL MEETING: Gov. Peter Shumlln keynotes a 
yearly get-together, and a new logo will be revealed. 



South Burlington, 3-9 pm. $100-200 per day: $315- 


etc. 


games 



Methodist Church. South Burilngton, 7 p.m. $2-3. 


health & fitness 

INTEGRATIVE HEALTH CARE LECTURE SERIES: In 



kids 

CRITTER CONSTRUCTION L itUe ones ages 3 to 




EARLY LITERACY STORY TIME: Weekly themes 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• , • CONNECT ID M. SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON AW WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRF 

mOOIIe HP HI 1HE-MINU It CALENDAR EVEMS PLUS Oil ll‘:R NEARBY RESTAURANTS LI 
MOVIE THEATERS ANO MORE. 



E> 


Post-Irene Fundraisers & Events 








Watch something LOCAL this week. 


ACWOCACV. ENVIRONMENTAL 

iUK, & COMNajNTTY EVHVT5! 

DEMAND 

VERMONTCAMORG 


STUDENT 
WDRKZONE 

SUNDAYS > 7PM 
SE'IJ JR.; • .'.•JR- Z'JMl 


ILtftRATION StRICS 




Harlem 

Gospel 

Choir 


CHANEL 17.ORG 


www.sos-geek.com 



? WANTED!!! 


SPYWARE 

TRBJAKS 



Rent-a-Geek" 


1-888-SOS-GEEK r 

Friendly On-Eite Computer support [onlineatbarreoperaho^^ 


Saturday, Oct. 15, 8 pm 
Barre Opera House 

sponsored by; 

Trow & Holden 
Bond Auto Parts 

North Country Federal Credit Union 
media support from The POINT 
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I E? I BR0WS E LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• ... * CONNECT TIIM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON AW WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR ERE 

moorle 1 P 10 TIIE-MINUTI 1 Al I N DARE VI MS PLUS OTHER NEARBY RES1AURAMS I I 
- MOVIE IIIEATERSAND MORE. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVEN DAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 





"Red Molly's .Jfluegras 
funds and buoyant three 
sum-home it'sasif their 


THE VALLEY PLAYERS THEATER 
TOTALLY PRESENTS FOR Y’ALL 

[title of show] 

Book by Hunter Bell Music 
Lyrics by Jeff Bowen 
Directed by Patten Harvey Music 
Direction by Michael Halloran 
Produced by Shannon Pitonyak 


Oct 21-23, 28-30, Nov 4-5 at 7:30pm; 
Nov 6 at 2pm 
Benefit Show October 30 
Ticket sales donated to the 
Mad River Community Fund Flood Relief 
All Tickets SI 8 


Valley Players Theater 

Route 100, Waitsfield 
Tickets/Info: ValleyPlayers.cor 
583-1674 


RED MOLLY 


C^tanJler! 


October 1 5th 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Vermont Technical Coltefie- 
Red School House 
248 South Randolph Road. 

Randolph Center 
Full day of recreation trail 
workshops, presentations & 
Mountain bike ride at Three Stallions Inn 
Coffee, snacks, and lunch included! 
$40 for public | $35 for VTGC members 
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film 

FESTIVAL DU NOUVEAU CINEMA; See WE0.I2 9 


missions, filmmaker Kevin Macdonald edited 4500 


$5-7. Info, 503-646-2422. 


SILENT-FILM NIGHT; New Hampshire composer 
Jeff Rapsls Improvises a film score to the 1927 

Proceeds support thetown^halls ongoing 





fowl & drink 


BURUNGTON FARMERS MARKET: Dozens of 



CALEDONIA FARMERS MARKET: Growers, craft- 







SUN. 16 

agriculture 


GROWING FRUIT ORGANICALLY IN YOUR 
BACKYARD: In a hands-on workshop, plant caretak- 



888-3305. 



comedy 


/l»f 

mobile 


FIND SELECTEVENTS ON TWITTER ©7DAYSCALENDAR = 


Paramount Theatre. Rutland. Bp.m. $85-135. Info. 
775-0903. 

conferences 

BEAMING BIONEERS VERMONT CONFERENCE: See 

-MAKING. MEANING ANO CONTEXT: A RADICAL 
RECONSIDERATION OF ARTS WORK': See FRL14. 


Info B 88-5705. porticoSstowevt.net. 




health & fitness 

MAKING STRIOES AGAINST BREAST CANCER 

benefit the American Cancer Society. Dorset Park. 

1 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 872-639B. strides. 
vermont9cancer.org, 

OPEN MEOITATION CLASSES: Harness your 


-PHOTOGRAPH 5V: See WE0.12 2 pm. 

-ROMEO AND JULIET: See WED, 12. 5 p.m. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: HD LIVE: SPAULDING 
AUDITORIUM. See SAT.1S Spaulding Auditorium 




THE (IMPOLITE) SCIENCE 
OF THE HUMAN BODY 


CENTER 


@(CHOvt 


#ecHoi 


a ECHO Loire Aquarium l Science Center 


EVENING SriOtfS 

October 20th-22nd 
October 27th-29th 
$12.50 


www.thetiauntedforest.org 


KB ^pepsi wia-D I 
SggSBgs SEVENDAYS HI W2SE2 I 


Catamount. Outdoor 
Family Center 
filllBton, VT 


ADVANCE 
V TICKETS ONLX 


CALL: 

802.879.9160 

VlSit 

Alpine Shop on Williston Rd. 

OWLlNS: 

www.thehauntedforest.org 


CHILDREN’S 

MATINEE 

October 29th. $8.50 


wily of ECHO, ifcnw.gr Ion. I, 2017 

EXPLORE 
ALL THE GROSS 
0 THINGS OUR BODIES 
\ DO TO KEEP US HEALTHY 

r Based on the bestselling book 

GROSSOLOGYI Features giant Sfl 
interactive animotronics and outrageous 

exhibit characters and games. This 859* 
blockbuster attraction is fun for all ages 

and it's so gross you'll love ill jk 
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food & drink 


health & fitness 

AURA-CLEARING CLINIC; Call to reserve an energy- 
healing session and investigation ol the state ot 





talks 

CHRISTOPHER R. BROWNING: Examining a variety 
or Holocaust perpetrators, the University of North 

tlon. “Why Did They Kill?* John Dewey Lounge, Old 
6S6-I438. & 

DIANNE SHULLEN8ERGER A textile artist Intro 

United Methodist Church, South Buriington. 2p.m. 
$5. Info, 864-3516. 


words 

CREATIVE-NONFICTION BASICS: MEMOIR & 
PERSONAL-ESSAY WRITING; Writing prompts help 





I Kfi I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• . f. I CONNECT HIM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 ' hi TIIE-MINU II ; Al I N DARE VENTS FT.USDTHER NEARBY RESTAURAMS I I 
■ MOVIE TIIEATERSAND MORE. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT := 




words 


ARCHER MAYOR: MONTPELIER See FRI.I4. Bear 








WED. 19 



business 



Info B65-6495. 
comedy 

LEWIS BLACK: IN GOO WE RUST: The ticked -oH 
comic sheds light on the world's absurdities. 
Paramount Theatre. Rutland. Bp.m. $48.50-78.50. 
Infer 775-0903. 


education 

GRADUATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT PANEL 
DISCUSSION FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: Six 

Michael's College. Colchester. 4:30-6p.m. Free: 




theater 

PHOTOGRAPH ST: See WED.1Z7:30 pm. 
ROMEO AND JULIET': See WED.1Z, 7.30 p.m. 



Open Daily, 10-5 
Through Oct 16 
(802)475-2022 

www.lcmm.orj 


Jirkh arc $12 And $10 fseoiorsstuJniTs) available Ihmyh 
[hr Opera House (802-877-6537). (Tasdr pitching in Veiyemes 


Schooner Lois McClure & T ugboat Urger 
At LCMM Oct 1113 & Crown Point Oct 1516 
Last Call for Boarding! 


MARITIME 


MUSEUM 


Studies pulling you down? 

Hie Stern Center can help. 


Learning Evaluations • Individualized Instruction 

Call US Stem Center for Language and Learning 

Today! 802-878-2332 ♦ www.sterncenter.org/info 


little City Players present 


by Simon 


October 13-15 1 21-22, 2011 

1 o , 1 on «V*nitnr$ X8410PU 

and October 23 ««««*« an 

at the Vergennes Opera House 




Grammy-winning R&B singer lnd'ia.Arie (Video, Brown Skin, I Am Not My 
Hair ) teams up with Israeli piano superstar Idan Raichei. The two perform 
songs from their new collaboration, Open Door, as well as Arie’s beloved 
soul hits. 

Thursday. October 20 at 7:30 pm Tickets start ai$is 

“ o Iji 

lii'iuiM.M'N 


(Comcast ■c'u'ce' 0 * 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86 


The Vermonter is 

BACK ON TRACK! 

We appreciate the patience and understanding of our 
passengers while our trains were temporarily replaced 
by buses due to rail upgrade construction and post-Irene 
repairs. Get on board today to see the 
beauty of Vermont, meet new amtrak 

people, and enjoy our new, 
smoother ride! 


1-800-USA-RAIL 

orvisitAmtrak.com 


Put SHELBURNE Back 
in Shelburne Road 


WE NEED YOU... 

And your perspective 
on what makes 
Shelburne special. 


OldTown Hall • 6pm 
Monday, Oct. 17 


Pizza • Babysitting 
Brainstorming 



A HOUSING RESOURCE FOR VERMONT 
LANDLORDS, TENANTS AND MUNICIPALITIES 


www.rentalcodes.org 

Find information on: 


• Sanitation facilities 

• Building systems 

• Structural elements 

• Lead paint 


• Life safety 

• Mobile homes 

• Other health and 
safety concerns 


American Institute of Architect's Sustainable 
Design Assessment Team (SDAT) program will 
bring eight national experts to Shelburne for 
three days to listen to what we love about our 
area and what we feel needs to 
be changed. 


We will discuss 
Shelburne Road's: 
•Economic vitality 
•Design 
•Transportation 
•Sustainable landi 


Paid for by City of Burlington's Community & Economic Development Office 
(Burlington Lead Program). 



Moiday. October 17 at Gyn • Old Towi Hall. Shelbine 









CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


ILLUSTRATOR: No 


i & GIFT WRAP: Nc 

sl: $lSO/nonmembers. 


IN: PRESCHOOL CLAY: Sep. 


S135/BCA mi 
Burlington. Whodo 


OpenOffice, Google Sketch Up 
PowerPoint, Publlsner. MS Worn 

MS Excel Basics, Excel Up The 


Wednesdays. 7:IS p. m. 


Champlain Cltto. 2C 
com. *0-7501 Grc 


App inters Indian. Mile-High Pies 
Malaysian Panang Greek Coastal. 






ee visit I Pure hose a $30 punch 


ACCESS BOOTS MIND CLASSES 
IN HINESBURG AT CVU HIGH 
SCHOOL: 165 fall offerings for all 


EARN TO DANCE W/ A PARTNER!: 


JEWELRY: GUIDED OPEN STUDIO: 

SV44/BCA members Location 


Wood Carving Bead/Wire Jewelry 

|3 choices), Knitting (3chotces). 
Full descriptions online. Look for 


EXPRESSION: 

t. 372. Burlington. Info: 


burlington city 
arts 

BCA 


Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.com. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 

LAY:HOLIOAY GIFTS ON THE 


creativity 


N: POLLY WOO PRESCHOOL: 




PHOTO: PORTRAIT. No 


house on Bolton Ocl IS & 16. and a 

community 

TRAINING FOR TRANSITION: 

(TransitlonNetwork.org). The 


icille^naturalbodies 


4 SOCIETIES W/IN THE 
COMMUNITY: WHICH 1 DO YOU 

p m. Cost: $7 5/ day. 5200/wcck- 




EMPOWERMENT 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 
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Hey, Joe 


SEVEN DAYS: Your monthly e-news- 
letters are great. They seem less an 
overt attempt to promote yourself 
than a way to have genuine interac- 
tions with fans and offer insight to 
who you are. personally. Do you feel 
having that kind of connection has 
aided your success? 

JOE PUG: That newsletter actually does 
mean a lot to me. Besides selling stuff, 
it’s the point of contact with fans and 
the people who are the reason I cannot 
wake up at six in the morning and build 
houses anymore. I really enjoy writing it. 


Singer-songwriter Joe Pug talks folk, fans and football 

BY DAN BOLLES 



F ollowing the release of his first two EPs — Nation of Heat in 2008 and In the 
Meantime in 2009 — Joe Pug became something of a critical enigma. Music 
scribes fawned over his straightforward yet slyly literate prose and gruff, 
hardscrabble vocals — which inevitably led to frequent Bob Dylan com- 
parisons. Despite die acclaim, Pug remained largely overlooked by all but the most 
ardent songwriting geeks. Steve Earle, for example, counts himself among Pug's big- 
gest fans; the two toured together in 2009. Pug's 2010 full-length, Messenger - his 
first for Lighting Rod Records and first with a full band — began to turn that tide, 
introducing him to a national audience and heralding his arrival among the next 
generation of great American songwriters. 

Seven Days caught up with Pug by phone from his home in Austin, Texas, where 
he was enjoying some rare down time before hitting the road with the Low An diem, 
including a stop diis Monday, October 17, at die Higher Ground Showcase Lounge. 


SD: In the most recent one, you men- 
tioned that you're almost done with a 
new record. What can we expect on it? 

JP: Well, it was produced by Brian 
Beck [Josh Ritter, Iron & Wine, Modest 
Mouse]. And it was my first time work- 
ing with a producer, and it went great. 
I thought it was an awesome creative 
partnership. The music feds like a very 
logical next step. It's different, but I’m 
really glad we went in die direction we 
did on diis one. 

SD: Messenger featured a lot of full- 
band work, as opposed to your EPs, 
which were mostly just you. Is the 
new one more in the band vein? 

JP: It is, but widi different players and a 
different focus to make it less “parts and 
guitar solos,” and more kind of like a cin- 
ematic landscape for the songs to live in. 
Especially die ones that are more poems 
than songs, diey really benefited from 
Brian’s production. 

SD: You've been pretty DIY for most 
of your career. Was it difficult to work 
with a producer and put your baby in 
someone else's hands? 

JP: Extraordinarily so. It was actually 
more difficult dian I expected it to be. 
Luckily, Brian has done diis a million 
times, and he knows how to steer die 
ship with a firm hand. But I was legiti- 
mately freaked out having someone else 
making decisions on things. But then 
you remember that's why you came here, 
and this is exactiy what I asked him to do 
with the music. So, it was a litde jarring 
at first, but it was ultimately the push off 
the cliff I had asked for. 

SD: In addition to the frequent com- 
parisons to Dylan, you are often de- 
scribed as a "BOs-style" folk musi- 
cian. But it seems like you bristle at 
that description because you view 
folk as more of a continuum than era 


JP: I don’t really bristle at the fact that 
people compared my first records to 
'60s folk music, because, let’s face it, it 
was a pretty valid comparison. I don't 
diink that’s a comparison diat will be 
made with this next record, diough. But 
at the end of the day, writers are trying 
to get the message across to people who 
haven’t heard the music, and it’s totally 
understandable that they want to give 
some sort of touchstone for people to 
understand what's goingon. 

SD: I think you could make an argu- 
ment that folk music is less about 
how something sounds than what 
the message is. Viewed that way, you 
could call a lot of underground hip- 
hop "folk'' music 

JP: Totally. There was that song by Dead 
Prez in the ’90s where diey rapped “Ani- 
mal Farm.” To me, diat’s folk music, be- 
cause you’re taking diis cultural touch- 
stone and interpreting it through your 
own experience, your own life and fam- 
ily and community. 

SD: Before you turned to music, you 
were studying to be a playwright. 
What prompted you to drop out of 
school and pursue music? 

JP: I didn’t believe dien and don’t be- 
lieve now that the type of art I wanted to 
create could be taught to me by someone 
else. They were smoothing out warts in 
my work that I didn't want smoothed 
out And that’s literally what you agree 
to when you go to school. But I wanted 
to keep the idiosyncrasies that make 
your voice your voice. And you can only 
do that by teaching yourself. 

SD: You are a Washington Redskins 
fan, which has been tough in recent 
years. They're off to a pretty good 
start this year. Are you surprised? 

JP: Don’t let them deceive you! They 
will be eight and eight by the end of the 
seasun . I’m having a really hard time get- 
ting behind them with this horse's ass 
Daniel Snyder at the helm. But I guess 
it’s something we’re gonna have to live 
with, because he has no intentions of re- 
linquishing the team. And he's running it 
into the ground. It’s just awful. ® 
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sG und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



We’re Getting 
the Band Back 
Together! 

It's a big week for bands dial 
don’t exist anymore, as two 
prominent, defunct local 
acts make their glorious 
return to Burlington stages. 
Frankly, it's got me feeling 
all nostalgic an' stuff. (Cue 
dreamy harp strums and a 
wavy fade to the late 1980s.) 

The year was 1988. 

president of the United 
States, sonny bono was 
elected mayor of Palm 
Springs, Calif, enzo Ferrari. 

JOHN HOLMES and ROY ORBISON 
died. MICHAEL CERA, adele and 
kevin durant were born. And 
in Vermont, a band called 
BREAKAWAY W8S about tO 
embark on a 13-year career 
that would see them become 
one of the most successful 
bluegrass acts in the state's 
history mid launch the 
careers of several notable 

players. 

Breakaway got their 
start as the house band at a 
weekly bluegrass residency 
at Sneakers in Winooski. 
(Raise your hand if you 
remember when Sneakers 
had live music ... congrats. 
You’re old.) It was a hot 
litde ensemble that counted 
among its original members 
bassist pete RILEY, guitarist 
anoy creene, mando player 
anoysacher and some guy 
named Gordon stone on 
banjo. Wonder what ever 
happened to him... 

Anyway, what began as a 
casual jam session between 
friends evolved into a serious 
band. Eventually, fiddler 
gene white jr. joined the 
group, and they were off In 
their decade-plus together. 
Breakaway released three 
acclaimed records, toured 
throughout the Northeast 
and were twice nominated 
as the “upcoming band of 
the year" by the prestigious 
International Bluegrass 
Music Association. That 


seems a little fishy to me, 
though. Wouldn’t that be like 
winning a rookie of the year 
award more than once? But I 
digress. 

As all tilings do, the band 
eventually met its end. Stone 
left in 1996 and was replaced 
by scott hopkins. Greene 
called it quits in 1999, Sacher 
the following year, leaving 
the band utterly Andy- 
less. Breakaway officially 
disbanded in 2001 . 

In the years since, the 
musicians foiged nice little 
individual careers. Greene 
is a member of die modern 

GRASS QUINTET and FAIRVIEW 

avenue — the latter with 
Hopkins. Sacher plays with 

BOB DEGREES, THE BLUEGRASS 

storm. Riley rocks out with 
tile x-rays, die woeooggies 

and ELISABETH VON TRAPP. 

White is a fixture in the 

BLUEGRASS GOSPEL PROJECT. 

And Gordon Stone is, well, 
Gordon Fucking Stone. 

This Saturday, October 
15, Breakaway will reunite 
for the first time in a decade 
at Studio Three in South 
Burlington. Fans can expect 
healthy helpings of tunes 
from their three-album 
catalog some fiery picking 
and sweet high harmonies 


from Riley, Sacher and 
Greene. Welcome back, boys! 

In other reunion news, 
impossibly adorable 
Americana duo avi & celia 
avisalloway and celia 
woodsmith will join forces 
again this week as their 
rocking-er alter-ego, hey 
mama, for the first time since 
way back in ... uni, December 
2010. OK, so maybe it’s not as 
dramatic as a decade apart. 
But it’s still pretty’ cool, right? 

If you’ll recall, the band 
played its farewell show 
late last year, as Salloway 
prepared to spend time 
in the Middle East and 
Woodsmith embarked on a 
career in women’s health. 

In a recent email, Salloway 
writes that his experience 
was transformative. He spent 
time working with Arab 
and Jewish artists trying to 
foster understanding and 
peace through music. He 
says it was a heavy endeavor, 
but worthwhile. In fact, 
the organization he works 
with, Heartbeat Jerusalem, 
is planning a stateside tour 
soon. Stay tuned. 

In the meantime. 

Hey Mama's fans will 
undoubtedly be delighted 
to reacquaint themselves 


with the band when it 
plays Nectar's this Saturday 
with local bluegrass outfit 

SOMETH ING WITH STRMGS. 

BiteTorrent 

Continuingona theme, the 
spin doctors are (apparently ) 
still at it. The band celebrates 
its 20th anniversary at the 
Higher Ground Ballroom 
this Sunday, October 16, and 
reportedly will play Pocket 
Full ofKryptontte in its 
entirety. OK, now I feel old. 


Following upon last week’s 
lead column item, just a 
reminder that Burlington’s 
brand-spankin’-new comedy 
club, Levity — formerly 
Patra Cafe - throws its 
debut showcase this Friday, 
October, 14. It’s a benefit for 
Revitalize Waterburv and 
features local comedians kit 

BARKLEY. COUN RYAN, and flub 
co-owners ryan kriger and 
CARMEN LAGALA the last 
of whose mother recently 
wrote a very flattering letter 
to the editor about yours 
truly. Thanks, Carmen 
Lagala's mom. But your 
talented daughter and her 
funny pals make it really easy 
to write nice things about 
local comedy. By the way, as 
of press time, tickets for die 
inaugural show were almost 
SOUNOBITES » P.67 







Wanna Party ? 
Party with ns! 

We cater 10 to 100!!! 



SHOP 

LOCAL 



burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with 0J C 

CLUB METRONOME: DRK Prod 


FRANNY 0'S: Karaoke 9: 30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: L( 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Live J 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Oper 


HE SKINNY PANCAKE: Ik 


CHARLIE 0'S: Stephanie Nil 
Sara Grace (soul J. 8 p.m. Fr 

MULLIGAN'S IRISH PUB: 0| 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES Audrey I 
THE HUB PIZZERIAS I 


THU. 13 

burlington area 

FRANNY O'S; Karaoke. 9 p.m. Free. 

HIGHER GROUNO SHOWCASE 

(Jazz). 9 p.m. $12/15. AA. Mothership 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFt: Ellen 
Powell & Billy Ruegger (Jazz), 7 p.m.. 


sh Bugbee (hip-hop). 10 



TUE.18 // METHOD 


WuHoo The list of alumni who have matriculated from the Wu-Tang Clan reads like a who^ 
who of modem hip-hop: the RZA. the GZA, Ghostface Killah, Raekwon and, of course, the late, great 
Ol' Dirty Bastard, to name a few. And that doesn't even begin to count the legions of satelli te artists 
who got their starts by cozyingup to the Wu over the years. But perhaps the biggest star in the Wu 
Tang galaxy is the incomparable method man. Whether as a solo artist, teaming up with longtime 
collaborator Redman, or appearing in films ( How High, Garden State) and television ('The Wire,” 
“Oz"), he is the most visible and versatile Wu-Tanggrad. This Tuesday, October 18, catch Method Man 
at die Higher Ground Ballroom with cuRREN$y. BIG krit. smoke oza and the pricks. 


FRI.14 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: lire Peterman Tr 
(Jazzl.7p.m, Free. 
BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke wit 


Champlain valley 


(Irish), 8 p.m. Free. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: SI 

(folk). B p.m. $S-10 donatl 


Two Rivers (hip-hop], 10 p.m.. Free. 

regional 

MONO POLE: Albino Blacksheep 
(rock). 10 p.m.. Free 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS Gary 


Benjamin Bright and Ashley Koll; 

40], 1030 p.m. Free. 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: Karac 
Night with Sassy Entertainment 


HIGHER GROUNO BALLROOM: 

Stephen Kellog & the Sixers, Joh 


LEVITY: Comedy Benefit tor Flood 
Relief (standup), 8 p.m., $10. 

LIFT: Ladles Night 9 p.m., Free/$3. D 
AJ ( hip-hop), 10 p.m„ Free. 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: The Crac 
MARRIOTTHARBOR LOUNGE: Bruce 
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s@und bites 


sold out Good thing they'll 
have shows every Friday, eh? 


Local indie-rock band the 
crack up return to the stage 
after a short layoff this 
Friday, October 14, with 
vllanelles at Manhattan 
Pizza & Pub in Burlington. 
Word is diey're armed with 

material. Color me intrigued. 
As a semi-ironic side note, 
the Crack Up’s return will 
coincide with what is likely 
to be die last Villanelles 
show for a while, as that 
band prepares to take a 
hiatus to, um, do some 
grownup stuff. Good luck, 
gents. 


Happy trails, myra flynn! 

The neo-soul siren is 
heading for greener concrete 
pastures and moving to 
New York City at the end 
of the mondi, where she’ll 
be working as a songwriter 
for — wait for it — Universal 
Records. Flynn plays her 
farewell show at the Higher 
Ground Showcase Lounge 
this Saturday, October 15, 
opening for her longtime 
musical partner and 
mentor, Gregory oouglass. 
Predictably, she'll be going 
out in style, having enlisted 
a number of "special guests" 
to send her off, good and 
proper. (Full disclosure: I’m 
one of them. Flynn dared me 
to come out of retirement for 
one song — though I don’t 
think either of us expected 
me to say yes. But, please, 
don't let diat stop you from 
going. The other guests truly 
are special.) Best of luck. 


in Burlington on Friday, 
October 14, and Radio Bean 
the following night, Saturday, 
October 15. 


Last but not least, rest in 
peace, mikey welsh. The 
troubled ex-WEEZER bassist 
and Burlington-based visual 


artist was found dead in a 
Chicago hotel room this past 
Sunday. He was 40. Welsh 
struggled with personal 
demons for most of his adult 
life, including drug addiction 
and mental breakdowns. But 
it seemed he had turned a 
comer in Burlington, thanks 


Band Name of the Week: the 
four legged faithful. This 
quartet from Haverhill, 
Mass., trades in pretty 
acoustic folk and pop, 
wrapped in a rugged 
bhiegrass aesthetic. And diey 
like dogs, apparently. They’ll 
be at die Skinny Pancake 


at least in part to immersing 
himself in his art. It’s too 
early to know if there is 
any validity to widespread 
rumors of an overdose — 
toxicology reports take 
weeks, as amy winehouse 
fans know. Regardless of 
die cause, Welsh is gone too 
soon. Wherever you are, 
Mikey, I hope you’ve found 
peace. ® 



Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment in which 
l share a random sampling 
of what was on my iPod, 
turntable, CO player, 8-track 
player, etc. this week. 

In the Pit of the Stomach 


Keys to the Kingdom 
Annie Williams, Midnight 
Window 
Nurses, Oracula 
Weezer, Weezer( aka The 
Green Album) 





SPECIAL 

1 Large 1 -Topping Pizza 
6 Wings * 2 Liter Coke Product 
1 Pint of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream 


973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 655-5550 
www.tlireebrothersprzzavt.com 


Pjg 

LIVEATNECTARS.COM 


CLUB METRONOME 

DRK PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

SAVE THE RAVE 


THU -10/13 -NECTARS 

SNARKY PUPPY 

W/ POTBELLY 


FRI -10/14 - NECTARS 

FLOODWOOD 

FT. AL & VINNIE FROM moe 


SAT -10/15 - NECTARS 

HEY MAMA 

W/ SOMETHING WITH STRINGS 


CLUB METRONOME 

THE TOASTERS 

HUSBANDS AKA* LORD SILKY 


CLUB METRONOME 

MI-6 

DAKOTA • SIN SIZZLE & MORE 


THE AEROLITES 

CLUB METRONOME 

BASS CULTURE 

DUB, DUBSTEP & DOWNTEMPO 


188 MAIN ST 
BURLINGTON. VT 


HI 




T BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: Open 

central 


YEOLDE ENGLAND INNEG 


MON. 17 


SUN. 16 


ST7.60/20/60. Marco Benevento (si 
piano). 10 p.m.. $17.50/20/60. 
RASPUTIN'S: OJ ZJ (hip-hop). 10 p. 

RED SOUARE: Tallgrass Geldown 


RED SOUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ Stavrc 
RUBEN JAMES: DJ CreB ( hip-hop). 1C 
Rl RA IRISH PUB: Supersounds DJ (T 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE The Four 


FRANNYO'S: Karaoke. 9p.m.. Free. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM Michael 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: 

Gregory Douglass with Monique Cltra 
Myra Flynn (pop. neo-soul 1. B p.m. 

JR'S PUB: Dave Harrison's Starstruck 

LIFT: DJ Eft (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 


a).9p. 


IrtngslUuegras 

'ul (bluegrass).7p.m 


RASPUTIN'S: Naslee (hlp-hO| 


IE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 1 


CHARLIE O'S: First 
POSITIVE PIE Z:M 
PURPLE MOON PL 


TUPao MUSIC HALL: NobbyReed 

Champlain valley 

CITY LIMITS : Dance Party with DJ Eari 
( Top 40 1, 9 p.m., Free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: The Aaron 

Audet Band (rock). 10 pm.. S3. 


THE HUB PIZZERIA ft PUB: K; 
KRISTY'S KORNER: Sturcrazll 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 

ROAOSIOE TAVERN. DJ Diego (Top4 


burlington area 
1/2 LOUNGE: Fun house with D 
Douglas MoonflowerS Friend 


MONTY’S OLD BRICK TAVERN: George 
Silvrman. Dan Skea (Jazz). 4:30 p.m.. 


central 

PURPLE MOON PUB: James McSheflrey 
(folk).? pm.. Free. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: The Littlest 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM The 

DesLauders.7 pan.. Free/$8/20. AA. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNt 


Wylle.7p.rn. Free. 

RED SOUARE Japhy Ryder { prog roi 
p.m.. Free. Industry Night with Robt 
(hip-hop). 11 p.m„ Free. 

ROZZI'S LAKESHORE TAVERN: Trhri 

Dakota (hip-hop) 10 p.m.. Free. 


northern 


TUE.18 



(country). 6:30 p.m. 

THE HUB PIZZERIA 

and the Rainmakers (rock). 9:30 p.i 



Keys to the City It is a rare tiling to experience genius up dose and personal. But that's 
exactly what is in store for those lucky enough to be in attendance when marco benevento (Benevento- 
Russo Duo, Surprise Me Mr. Davis) sets up shop for an intimate four- week residency at Burlington’s 
diminutive Radio Bean this week. The pioneering keyboardist is widely regarded asone of the prei 
players of his generation and a true artistic visionary. Benevento kicks off the first of four consecutive 
Friday appearances at the Bean this Friday. October 14. 



REVIEW this 



Duane Carleton, 
Rust 

(HIGHER ROAD RECORDS. CO) 

The inside cover of Duane Carleton ’s 
latest record. Rust, on the panel 
opposite the album credits, presents a 
curious little statement It reads: “Save 
a farm. Eat a hamburger. Save two 
farms ... make it a cheeseburger.” It's a 
funny line, in a mildly un-PC, bumper- 
sticker-wisdom sort of way. But it also 
illustrates the veteran songwriter’s 
distinctly homespun worldview. 

Over the course of his 14 albums, 
Carleton has forged a reputation as a 
workingman’s hero. He's a blue-collar 
bard who fashions himself after the 
giants of die genre: Bruce Springsteen, 
James McMurtry and, in particular, 
early John Mellencamp — Cougar era, 
specifically. Heardand rock is well- 
traveled territory, to be sure. But the 
New England-bom Carleton comes by 
his self-styled image honestly. And Rust 
is a ringing reminder dial just because 
it’s been done before doesn't mean it 
can't still be done welL 

As a vocalist, Carleton boasts the 
requisite sandpaper growl one might 
expect from a journeyman country- 
rocker. I wouldn't be die first to draw 
a comparison to Gov't Mule front man 
Warren Haynes, and it's apt. There are 
moments throughout Rust that suggest 
he and Carleton were cut from the same 
clotfa, vocally speaking. But what sets 
Carleton apart from the majority of 
swaggering, denim-clad tunesmiths is 
a surprising and sometimes profound 
sensitivity. 

From the opening cut, “Walking 
Woodlawn," and throughout the bulk 
of the album, it’s evident diat beneath 


Carleton’s gruff exterior beats the heart 
of a road-weary, lovelorn traveler. In 
particular, his searching ruminations in 
die title track are quietly beautiful, as 
he sings, “So go ahead, cry if you must. 

/ Still, you’ll feel it. You’re losing your 
trust / And everything is dying at die 
speed of rust." 

Carleton is an equally impressive 
multi-instrumentalist, turning in 
tasteful performances on acoustic 
and electric guitars, lap steel, Dobro, 
mandolin, baritone guitar, glockenspiel, 
and percussion. And his ace backing 
band, particularly pedal-steel whiz 
John Briggs, adds gorgeous atmospheric 
lines throughout. A common failing 
in electric Americana, especially 
with so many instrumental toys to 
play, is to overthink and overproduce 
arrangements, and diat can smoothe 
out the rough-hewn edges that define 
the genre. Carleton suffers no such 
lapses. While not exacdy sparse, his 
arrangements are purposeful and 
focused, allowing his considerable 
songwriting talents to take center stage. 

Rust by Duane Carleton is available 
at duanecarleton.com. 

DAN BOLLES 

The Wind Woods, 
Greetings From 
Tokyo 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Since September 11, 2001, the vague 
threat of terrorists “winning" has been 
the impetus for all manner of American 
activities, from resuming shopping at 
megamalls to playing football to, well, 

war. However, it’s a safe bet that the 
shadowy specter of victorious ne’er-do- 
wells has rarely, if ever, been the driving 
force behind writing recording and 
releasing an album in the span of one 
week. Well, maybe Toby Keith's Shock'll 
Vail. There’s no way that record could 
have taken more than seven days to crap 
out, right? But I digress. 

Burlington duo the Wind Woods 
is a collaboration of local songwriters 
Joe Adler and Emily Rozanski that 
grew out of a series of late-night jam 
sessions. “Seven days or die terrorists 
win,” they muse on their website. Their 
debut album. Greetings From Tokyo, 

was, in fact, intentionally created, 
from conception to birdi, in a scant 
seven days earlier diis summer. And, 
yes, according to the accompanying 
liner notes, terrorists may have been 
involved. Sort of. 


Though it's unlikely Al Qaeda 
operatives will catch wind of the record, 
or flee in defeat if they do, the eight- 
song sampler is a humble gem. It's a 
woozy, bluesy — and almost certainly 
boozy — litde collection that showcases 
talented performers indulging in artistic 
freedom, a concept your average suicide 
bomber would likely fail to grasp. 

From the easy, rambling opening 
notes of "Rocking Chair," the album is 
appealingly laid back. It's not sloppy, 
per se. But it's definitely casual. 

Adler's typically sturdy baritone is 
especially inviting in this regard - you 
can imagine Ills Cheshire grin as he 
gleefully harmonizes with Rozanski. 

She takes the lead on the following 
cut, “Will," and reinforces the album’s 



bleary-eyed aesdietic with a sweet, 
plain alto. It’s a sad little ditty, but sad 
in the pleasantly melancholy way one 
might feel drinking a bottle of wine and 
listening to old Tbni Waits and Leonard 
Cohen records. Sometimes, a little 
heartache is like visiting an old friend, a 
notion ably invoked here. 

Their individual turns are often 
engaging, but Adler and Rozanski are 
best together. Their breezy duet on 
die Springsteen tribute “Honey” is a 
highlight, as are the bouncy “Change 
in the Air” and die searching lament 
“A Quick Reveal.” Album closer 
“Windward" provides a rollicking jazzy 

The Wind Woods may not ward off 
any impending terrorist attacks. But who 
knows? If said terrorists gave Greetings 
From Tokyo a spin — ideally late at night 
with a bottle of hooch — it might just 
chill ’em out for a bit. 

Greetings From Tokyo is available for 
free download at joeadler.bandcainp.com. 


CT vm ID Ml ICir DC1/I CIA/CIV IF YOl/RE AN INDEPENDENT ARTIST OR BAND MAKING MUSIC IN VT, SEND YOUR CD ’ 
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PERFORMING 

Arts Center 


Box Offlos: 802.760.4634 
SpruooPeakArts.org 

CLASSIC 

ALBUMS 


FR1 1 0/14 • 8PM 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S 

THRILLER 



SAT 10/22 * 8PM 

THE SECOND CITY 


MAD SCIENCE 
THEATER: CSI LIVE! 


FRI-SAT 11/11-12 • 7:30PM 

ITZHAK & TOBY 






OCTOBER 13: THE MOVE IT MOVE IT (DANCEABLE SYNTH -POP) 
OCTOBER 18: SARA GRACE - SOULFUL SINGER/SONGWRITER 
OCTOBER 20: LOIS TROMBLEY DANCE PERFORMANCE 


COME SEE A PERFORMANCE AND TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 


MORE INFO HERE: 

FACEBOOK.COM/IMAGINECITYHALLPARK 


BCA 


FREE LUNCHTIME PERFORMANCE SERIES 

EVERY TUESDAY & THURSDAY AT 12:30PM IN CITY HALL PARK 




music 



True Blood In 2009, Seattle trio nurses earned the hard-won respect of 
the fickle indie cognoscenti with a stirring freshman effort Apple’s Acre. Now they’re 
back, and they’re after your soul. The band's latest Dracula, picks up where that debut 
left off. But it further explores the nexus where pop meets psych, then promptly blows 
it the hell up with dark, punishing grooves and a sinister, nocturnal elegance. This 
Monday. Nurses play the Monkey House in Winooski with dominant legs and errands. 








Wood en 


on Bistro 


refined comfort fooo V at comfortable prices 


Now Open lor Lunch & D inner 


Lunch: 11:30-2:30 Thursday-Friday 
Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday 5 p.m, -Closing 
Sunday open noon-closing 


1210 Williston Rd., So. Burlington 


LIVE MUSIC. 
GREAT DRINK. 
LOCAL BEER. AND 
MOUTHWATERING 
FOOD. 



,o sswndaysvt.com and answer 2 trivia 

come by Eyes of the World (168 Battery, Burlington), 
adline: io/m „ ^ 


art 


Figuratively Speaking 

"TTie Body Human: Off the Wall and On/’T.W. Wood Gallery & Arts Center 


N o visual-art subject has a 
richer history than the hu- 
man form, and we seem end- 
lessly fascinated by our out- 
ward appearance. Even a hundred years 
after Wassily Kandinsky championed 
nonobjective abstraction, figuration is 
all tli at resonates with many viewers. 
“The Body Human: Off the Wall and 
On” isn’t filled with realism, but works 
using die body as a point of departure 
do populate the show. The 22 paint- 
ings by John Hoag 

and sundry figura- 
tive sculptures by 
five odier i 
at T.W. Wood Gallery & Arts Center in 
Montpelier present the figure in many 
ways, from playful to melancholic. 

Hoag is the show's headliner, and 
he’s a brilliant figurative painter. He has 
a tough, uncompromising style firmly 
rooted in contemporary figuration. Lu- 
cian Freud is an obvious influence on 
the fat-laden flesh in Hoag's works, but 
subtle references to Alice Neel, and to 
Degas' approach to composition, also 
appear. While he makes obvious allu- 
sions to art history, there’s nothing de- 
rivative about Hoag’s paintings. 

“Mother and Child” is a 48-by-36- 
inch oil with a strong triadic harmony of 
sickly greens, blue and a variety of yel- 
lows. Purple and red are more sparingly 
used in die portrait of a heavy, haggard- 
looking woman holding a ferret “Bird- 
man” is the same size, presenting a guy 
in a sunny tropical town carrying two 
large parrots. 1\vo more birds ride on 
the shoulder and head of the birdman. 



AND HE'S A BRILLIANT 
FIGURATIVE PAINTER. 

who sports a punk-rock haircut and tat- 

Larger-scale Hoag paintings, in- 
cluding a pastel self-portrait in grays, 
are also included. The latter has a high 


horizon line, and the 
shirtless, corpulent art- 
ist seems agitated as he 
sits on a small chair be- 
side a disheveled basket 
of laundry. 

The exhibition's 
sculptures are fairly 
small. Sabrina Fadial 
fashioned steel wool 
into figures. Her three 
female nudes are play- 
ful, despite being dark 
colored and roughly 
textured. One reclines, 
another sits on the edge 
of a pedestal, and the 
third leans on her el- 
bow. Proportions are 
abstracted, as in “primi- 
tive” figures, giving 
these an unrefined, or- 
ganic presence. 

A wall piece by James 
Teuscher, “Iron Icon,” 
is a similarly distorted 
male form affixed to the 
bottom of an iron. The 
iron has a mandala-like 
shape and a disc of copper, similar to a 
solar disc, at its tip. Teuscher's “Distur- 
bance" is a disembodied ceramic chest 
on a weathered iron slab. Spirals are af- 
fixed to die chest, and long, vermiculate 
forms trail from the hollow torso like 
thick veins. The image is part surrealist 
and part science fiction. 

“Transitioning” by Georgia Landau 
is among the more melancholy works. 
The small nude ceramic lies on her side. 


almost in a fetal position, in the pro- 
cess of decomposition. There’s nothing 
macabre about it, any more than leaves 
turning colors on a maple tree are scary. 
The resting figure is simply beginning 
to dissolve into a skeleton, as if she will 
soon fade into nothingness. 

In “Mirror Image," Landau dredges 
up archetypal characters from what Lu- 
cian Freud’s grandpa Sigmund called 
the unconscious (although the notion 
of archetypes originated with Freud's 
colleague Carl Jung). Landau produced 
two dozen ceramic figurines represent- 
ing the various archetypes, like chess 
pieces, and placed them on a check- 
erboard inside a clear plastic box. On 
a corner of each white square, a small 
man stands watch. 

While every art-history student is fa- 
miliar with the “Venus of Willendorf,” 
dating from about 23,000 BC, the less- 
er-known “Mask of La Roehe-Cotard" 
may be the earliest representation of a 
human. The “mask” is a shaped piece 
of flint with a bone inserted to indicate 
eyes. Amazingly, it’s an objet d’art pro- 
duced by a Homo sapiens neanderthal- 
ensis some 10,000 years older than our 
Homo sapiens sapiens' chubby little 
Venus. Evidently, we’ve been looking 
at ourselves since before we actually 
looked like ourselves. Yet we seem to 
see something new with every figure. © 
MARC AWODEY 
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CENTRAL VT ART SHOWS 


NOVEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 
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CENTER FOR CARTOON ! 


D" IS A COLLABORATION BETWEEN SEVEN DAI'S AND TH 


AT CARTOONSTUDIES.ORG 









Blank Greeting Card Strathmore Paper CLOSEOUTS! 

WaTer color Pape, /Blocks 25% tO 60% OFF! 
Layout Bond Warehouse Store 

Canvas paper 
Bristol 
Drawing 

Decorative Papers 


» ART SUPPLY^ 

black-horse.com 
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i - Organic 5" Local Produce" Full Service Deli ‘All Natural Groceries 

NOW OPEN UNTIL 8PM! 


OPF.N 7 DAYS A WEEK • (802)453-8538 
25 Mountain View Street, Bristol, Vermont 
First left off Mountain Street Located Behind Shaws. 


Swiss Poster Design: 

100+ Posters from 50+ Years 

Conception d'affiche suisse: 

100+ affiches de 50+ ans 

Schweizerischen Poster Design: 

100+ Poster ab 50+ Jahre 

Vermont College of Fine Arts 
October 16 - October 22 

October 21, 6-8 pm 

Vermont College of Fine Arts 

VCFA Alumni Hall Gym College and East State Streets 


Public viewing 

Sunday, Oct 1 6-Saturday, Oct 22, noon- 8 pm daily 


Public Exhibition Reception 

Friday, Oct 21 , 6-8 pm 


Generously sponsored by swissnex Boston, 


Consulate of Switzerland 

sr ^ 



The exhibition is curated by Program Chair, Matthew Monk and 
Founding Faculty member, Silas Munro, from the collection of 
designer Thomas Strong of New Haven, Connecticut, whose 
generosity makes this exhibition possible. 



Patagonia Burlington & 
Jay Peak present . . . 


FILMS 

to CHANGE YOUR 

WORLD. 


SYRCL’s 

WILD & SCENIC 


FESTIVAL 


where activism gets inspired 



Thursday, October 20 

5:30 PM Reception . 6:30 PM Films 


Main Street Landing 
Burlington 


You'll also enjoy a 
great silent auction. 
Skinny Pancake 
treats, 

local beer and wine, 
and much more... 



U (OL- 

jay^speaki SEVEN DAYS 


VNRC=“ 


Proceeds benefit: 


vnrc.org 




‘Art at the Coach Barn’ 

The Coach Barn at Shelburne Farms has been home to many things: horses, carriages 
and sleighs in die early 1900s; the Webb family's personal automobile collection in the 
1910s; sheep and heifers through tile 70s. These days it hosts more refined affairs: a 
cheese makers' festival, elegant weddings and, each year, an exhibit of mostly pastoral 
art Catch the work of Matt Pardue, Carolyn Walton and Susan Harding Merancy, plus 
many more regional artists, at die 24th annual exhibit Through October 23. Pictured: 
“A Frosty Morning on the Farm" by Pardue. 





: ART SHOWS = 



‘Wylie Garcia: The Tulle 
Dia Her In’ 


>u could easily overdose on testosterone at Stowe's Helen 
Center this fall — die headlining show is called 
"Manhood: Masculinity, Male Identity and Culture” — if it 
weren’t for the East Gallery, which through October 23 is 
a frilly haven of femininity. Garcia's dresses, which she 
embellished and modified during the month she wore 
each one, feature garments that figured prominendy 
in her past layered and embroidered with materials 
from her friends and family. "I am trying to use the 
confection and the allure ofbeauty," the Burlington 
writes on her website, “to explore how an ethereal 
concept relates to the practicality and myth of being a 
woman," Pictured: “The Dress That Makes the Woman.” 





FWu tillers 


ART SUPPLIES 

10% OFF WITH STUDENT ID* 

Art/Draftinq/Framing Supplies 
Handmade Paper • Paints • Brushes 
Portfolios ‘Cards 


Did you know... 

That Chiropractic care is 
beneficial for all ages? 

Better Movement 
Better Energy 
Better Self Healing 

FAMILY FIRST 

CHIROPRACTIC 

1 bur family Wellness Experts. 

Dr. Angelo Marinakis 
Dr. Christine Lebiecki 
249 S. Main Street 85 Prim Rd, Ste 401 
Cambridge / 802-644-2260 Colchester / 802-860-0 
www. familyfirstchiro . com 



The Individualized 
Masters Degree 

APPLY BY 

FOR SPRING 2012 


BURLINGTON.EDU Burlington 

800.862.9616 gP College 




movies 


The Ides of March ★★V 


I was perplexed by George Clooney’s 
fourth directorial outing. Certainly not 
because he decided to tell a downer of 
a story about the dark side of Ameri- 
can politics; rather, because he never gets 
around to telling us anything we don't al- 
ready know. 

This is a movie anyone who's spent the 
past two decades in a cave might find en- 
lightening. Those of us who read the pa- 
pers. follow the news and are otherwise 

are likely to be left questioning the need for. 
and point of, a project as unrevelatory as The 
Ides of March. 

Spoiler alert; Big-time politics is a mean 
and dirty business. Operating on the as- 
sumption that we're not aware of this al- 
ready, the writing team (Clooney, Grant 
Heslov and Beau Willi mon) actually has one 
character inform another early on, “This is 
the big leagues. It's mean." 

Clooney plays Pennsylvania governor 
Mike Morris, a suave Ober-liberal and the 
front runner heading into the March Demo- 
cratic primary in Ohio. All he needs to lock 
up the nomination is to hold on to his lead 
and secure the endorsement of a North 


Carolina senator (Jeffrey Wright) who's no 
longer in the race but has 350 delegates he's 
happy to sell to the highest bidder. 

The behind-the-scenes machinations 
and deal making inseparable from a mod- 
ern-day presidential contest initially appear 
to be the picture's subject. The potential for 
all kinds of double-dealing fun is there: To 
start with, you've got Ryan Gosling as ide- 
alistic press secretary Stephen Myers, who 
thinks his boss is the second coming Marisa 
Tomei plays a skulking New York Times 
reporter who warns him, “He will let you 
down. They all let you down sooner orlater,” 

Most promisingly, the film features 
Philip Seymour Hoffman and Paul Giamatti 
as Paul Zara and Tom Duffy, the rival cam- 
paign managers of Morris and his faceless 
opponent, respectively. They're supposed to 

dirty trick in the book and relish nothing 
more than cooking up new ones. By acting 
standards, this is nothing short of a heavy- 
weight bout. Too bad the screenplay comes 

plotting is unexpectedly pedestrian and the 
dialogue, to be kind, uninspired. 

As becomes clear, what The Ides of Ma rch 


is really about isn't the cutthroat nature of 
presidential politics at all. but something far 
less interesting and all too familiar: a power- 
ful man who can't keep it in his pants. The 
movie teases the viewer with intimations it's 
going to comment on the whole landscape 
of the modern electoral process front the 

to the role played by the 24/7 cable-news 
cycle. Just when it seems to be about to get 
around to all that, though, the story detours 
into stunningly mundane melodrama. I 
don't want to say too much, so I'll say just 
one word: intern. 

Don't blame Willimon, on whose play 
Farragut North this film is loosely based. 
Whatever insider credibility it has is a re- 
sult of the years he spent in his twenties 


as an operative for Hillary Clinton, Chuck 
Schumer, Bill Bradley, Howard Dean and 
others. Blame Clooney and frequent col- 
laborator Heslov. They made the decision to 
reshape the source material, changing plot 
points and adding characters until the origi- 
nal play became all but unrecognizable. 

Honestly, they would've been better off 
just updating The Candidate. In the end. The 
Ides of March offers eveiy thing that beltway- 
expose did nearly 40 years ago, and less. 
George is the man. and his rep surely will 
not suffer much from this misstep. But. for 
the moment, one of the very few things in his 
movie that ring true are the words of Tomei's 
jaded journalist. 1 do indeed feel let down. 

RICKKISONAK 
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REVIEWS 


Real Steel ★★★ 



F or a long while, characters in Holly- 
wood movies never seemed to talk 
about money. They just had enough 

□ still the norm in some genres, such as the ro- 
tu mantic comedy. But the recession has finally 
Sj brought back films that acknowledge income 
gaps and incite audiences to cheer for die 
cash-strapped underdog, even as they pres- 

5 Shawn Levy’s reasonably successful attempt 
A to recapture the fighting spirit of Rocky with 
E| CGI robots? 

2 if j had to put money on one prediction 
for the next 10 or 20 years, it would be this: 
Assuming the necessary advances in robot- 
£ ics, robot boxing will be huge. Most cin- 

£ intriguing than plausible, Blade ifrmnerstyle. 
8( But the world depicted in Real Steel makes 
all too much sense, even as its plot is woven 
shamelessly from old-movie eliehds. 

In 2020. Charlie Kenton (Hugh Jackman) 

dotted with wind turbines, looking for fairs 
„ where he can lay wagers on his battered 
5 fighting robot. He used to be a boxer, but 
§ around 2014, we're told, machines replaced 
“ humans in the ring allowing the crowd to 


revel in “true, no-holds-barred violence” 
without guilt Sounds like what computer 
graphics have done to movies in the past 10 
years. 

Jackman's character is one of those im- 
pulse-driven ne’er-do-wells who are lovable 
in movies and nightmares for law enforce- 
ment and social-service agencies in real 
life. When Charlie is offered custody of his 
11-year-old son. Max (Dakota Goyo), from 
whose life he has been absent he views his 
offspring primarily as a source of quick cash. 
But the kid wins Dad over when he reveals a 
more rational grasp of robot-boxing strategy 
than Charlie has yet displayed. Together, fa- 
ttier and son groom and train a puny, outdat- 
ed - yet unexpectedly skilled humanoid 
machine rescued from the junkyard. Anyone 
who doesn't know what transpires has never 

Real Steel is not The Fighter, but it earns 
cheers from the audience honestly. It takes 
place in imaginatively realized settings, rang- 
ing from that classic Americana fair to an 
underground fighting club full of Mad Max 
extras to a sleek mega-arena. Considering 
that the robots are CGI, the boxing feels sur- 
prisingly explosive and real; unlike the car- 
toonish battles in Transformers, it respects 
the laws of physics, more or less. Finally, the 


filmmakers have mercifully refrained from 
involving the robot. Atom, in toilet jokes or 
other Short Circuit- style anthropomorphic 

What the filmmakers didn't refrain from 
was blatant pandering to the kid audience. 
Goyo isn't quite up to his role - understand- 
ably, since it calls for him to be precocious, 
nerdy, exuberant and adorable, as well as to 
deliver tongue-twisting technical dialogue. 
Though his dances with Atom (they do the 
Robot, of course) are among the movie's high 
points, it's haid not to wonder what one of 
the more convincingly woridly-wise young 


actors from Super 8 would have done with 
this part. 

While there's nothing revolutionary 
about this film on any level, it's still nice to 
see Hollywood acknowledge that someone’s 
struggling to make a living out there. When 
Max is asked whether Atom should be called 
the “people's champion," lie embraces the 
title. Signs of robust populism in a robot box- 
ing movie, or just more pandering to ticket 
buyers who like watching virtual hunks of 
metal get smashed? You be the judge 

MARGOT HARRISON 






NEW IN THEATERS 

THE BIG YEAR: Three Mentis flee their 
real-life dilemmas to engage in a yearlong 
cross-country bird-spotting competition in 
this comedy from director David | Marley & Me) 



FOOTLOOSE: Craig (Black Snake Moan ) Brewer 
seems like an odd choice to direct a remake 
of the 1984 teen flick about a rebellious lad 
who introduces dancing to a repressed town, 

PG-13. Bijou. Capitol, Essen Majestic. Marquis. 
Palace. Roxy. Stowe. Welden) 

LOVE CRIME: A ruthless executive (Kristin 
Scott Thomas) steals Ideas from the younger 
employee she's mentoring (Ludivine Sagnier) 
in this French workplace thriller. Alain Corneau 
directed. (106 min. R. Savoy) 

SENNA: Asif Kapadia directed this highly ac- 
claimed documentary about Brazilian Formula 
One star Ayrton Senna and his love of speed. 
(lOSmiix PG-13. Savoy) 

THE THING: A team of scientists in Antarctica 
find themselves attacked by a shape-shifting 

Edgerton and A dewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje. (102 
min. R. Essex. Majestic. Palace, Paramount) 

NOW PLAYING 

SO/SO***** Seth Rogen and Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt play two good friends grappling 

in this serious comedy from director Jonathan 
(The Wackness) Levine. With Anna Kendrick. 
Bryce Dallas Howard and Anjelica Huston. (100 
min. R. Bijou. Capitol. Essex Majestic. Palace. 
Roxy) 

ABDUCTI0N*l/2 In wNch we learn whether 
Taylor Lautner, of Team Jacob" fame, can carry 
a movie He plays a teen who uncovers disturb- 
ing truths about his parentage in this thriller 
from director John Singleton With Lily Collins. 
Alfred Molina and Sigourney Weaver. (106 mlrt 
PG-13. Essex. Majestic. Palace: endslO/13) 
CONTAGION**** A deadly airborne virus 

of the globe — in this thriller from Steven 
Soderbergh. With Matt Damon. Kate Winslet 
Jude Law, Marion Cotlllard and Gwyneth 
Paltrow. (105 min PG-13. Big Picture. Bijou 
Essex Majestic Palace. Welden) 


COURAGEOUS** Four cops who are also 



from director Alex ( Fireproof) Kendrick. With 
Kendrick, Ken Bevel and Kevin Downes. (130 
min. PG-13. Essex) 


ratings 

* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, butnotalot 



RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIE WE 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 

COURTESY OF METACRITICCOM. W‘ "" " 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


■I i OUNTRV S mum Will! I - 


THE DEBT*** Two retired Mossad secret 

successful Nazi-hunting missions in this 
thriller from director John (Shakespeare in 
Love) Madden. Starring Jessica Chastain Helen 
Mirren Sam Worthington and Tom Wilkinson. 

DOLPH IN TALE*** A marine biologist and a 
young boy fight to save a dolphin caught in a 
trap in this family drama based on a true story. 
With Harry Connick Jr, Ashley Judd. Nathan 
Gamble and Morgan Freeman. Charles Martin 
Smith directed. (112 min. PG. Bijou. Essex (3-D). 
Majestic [3-D], Marquis. Palace, Paramount 
[3-D], Stowe Welden) 

DREAM HOUSE** Daniel Craig and Rachel 
Weisz play a couple who move into an idyllic 
New England house only to discover its dark 
history in this thriller whose trailer appears to 
set a new bar for gratuitous plot spoilage. Jim 
Sheridan directed. With Naomi Watts. (92 min. 
PG-13. Essex Majestic. Palace. Paramount) 
DRIVE****1/2 Ryan Gosling plays a 

for his life in this festival-favorite action flick 
from director Nicolas Winding Refn. With Carey 
Mulligan, Albert Brooks. Christina Hendricks 
and Bryan Cranston. (100 min. R. Palace. Roxy. 

THE HELP**1/2 In 1960s Mississippi a 
reporter (Emma Stone) joins forces with the 
servants who wait on her privileged class in 
this adaptation of Kathryn Stockett's best- 
selling novel. With Viola Davis, Octavia Spencer. 
Bryce Dallas Howard and Sissy Spacek. Tate 

Majestic. Palace. Welden) 


THE IDES OF MARCH**l/2 George Clooney 
directed this behind-the-scenes presidential 
campaign drama, based on a play by former 
Howard Dean staffer Beau Wlllimon. He also 
plays the candidate: Ryan Gosling is his piess 



THE LION KING (IN 3D)**** The 1994 Disney 
animation about a cub's coming of age returns 
to theaters with an added dimension for a two- 
week run. (88 min G Capitol. Essex Majestic) 


latest rrom Woody Allen. With Rachel McAdams. 
Marion Cotlllard and Tom Hlddleston. (98 min, 
PG-13. Roxy) 


MONEYBALL**** Brad Pitt plays the 
Oakland AS' general manager in this drama 

team. With Jonah Hill. Robin Wright and 
Philip Seymour Hoffman. Bennett (Capoiel 
Miller directed. (126 min. PG-13. CapitoL Essex 
Majestic Marquis. Palace. Roxy) 


MONTE CARLO** As we all learned from 



tosses nice-girl Selena Gomez intothe life of 
a naughty British heiress. With Katie Cassidy. 
Leighton Meester and Cory Montelth. Thomas 
(The Family Stone) Bezucha directed. (109 min. 
PG. Big Picture) 

MOZARTS SISTER***V2 Marie Feret plays 
overshadowed by her youngerbrother.inthis 



Day ot the Dead Celebration 
Saturday October 29th 


SlIN-WED 1 
1 1AM-1 1PM THB - 
1 1 AM-MIDNIGHT FRI & SAT 

authentic mexican cuisine 


PI 

CANTINA 1 


FLYFINCEIT 


Laurie Anderson: “Delusion 


Saturday, October 15 at 8 pm 

Tickets start at S25 




(comcast truecullins 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! _ 


HOME LOANS aslawas 

3.50% FIXED RATE 

(3.50% a™) 


. ZERO DOWNPAYMENT for eligible borrower 

. PURCHASE LOANS ONLY (no refinancing) 

. REDUCED CLOSING COSTS by up to $625 


the property transfer ta: 


Contact Verm ont Housing 
Finance Agency 
call: 1-800-339-5866 
visit: www.vhfa.org 


Opening doors to home ■' ’• 

ownership since 1974. P t (ill UJJ Vil, 

Rates subject to change. Eligibility requirements and restrictions apply. 






